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^ LETT E R I, 

GO- , 

MY DEAR SIR^ 

In -the iketch I have fent, you ot rd- 
vduiionary government in France, 
too long have 1 been compelled to 
\voi>nd your feelings by the tale of fuc- 
ceflivc calamities 5 too long have 1 been 
Forced ro dwell on images of dlimay* Yet, 
in describing thofe fccftes of defoUtioilj 
hojv often haVe . 1 experienced that my 
pen was unfaithful to my purp^fe ! how 
faint is the impreffion wlaich J have con- 
veyed to you at a dijlance, of thofe local 
emotions which arc Telt on theHjpotl— 
VOL, IV. B But 
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But let me now attempt to comrtrtmicsrte 
at lead a portioa of that exulting glad- 
^efs with which I turn from the trrimes 
^f tyrants, to recoupt the triumphs of 
liberty ; to trace liumanity pouring balm 
into the wounds of the opprefled, and 
jufture ftretchin^ forth her arm xo fliield 
the innocent, and ftrikethe guilty — ^Likc 
the weary traveller, who having paffed 
along paths befct with danger, where 
bare and horrid precipices frowned above; 
and deep and dark abyfles yawned be- 
low, gains at length fome fair fummit, 
from whence, while he (hudders to look 
jback, the profpe'd opening before him 
prefents fcenes cheered by vegetation^ 
and foftening into beauty. 

Although the great corifpirator againft 
tlie libertyof France had fallen, the coloU 
fal fpcftreof tyranny rifingfrom his tomb 
dill hovered round the national convcn^ 
Uon. TJiofe deputies who had compofcd 

part 
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part of the two committees of gove^a^ 
ment, who Imd of late excited Robef- 
pkrrc^s jealous fears, and who, having 
been marked as the obje&sof his immedi- 
ate vengeance^ had ihemfelves contribute . 
ed to overthrow that fanguinafy ufurper, 
were the very men who had been the 
fliarers in his crimes. Another party in . 
the conventioa was compofed of men , 
who had concurred in the horrible vio- . 
lation of liberty on the 31 ft of May^ 
but who had afterwards ranged them- . 
fclvcs under Danton the rival of Ro- 
befpierre, and to whom, after the exe- 
cution of their leader, he transferred bis 
hatred and his revenge. The remainder 
of the convention confifted of what was 
called the plai?i^ made up in general of 
men who might live under any tyranny 
with pcrfedl focurity, fince they yielded 
to every impreflion, obeyed every im- 
pulfe^ applauded good and evil meafures 
6 2 alike^ 
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alike, and were careful only to make no 
-ftmblance of refiftance to any excefs df 
tyranny whatever. There were indeed 
*a^fe\y virtuous men of fliat aflembly who 
had efcaped the profcriprion, who la- 
mented in fecret the mrferies which de- 
folated their unhappy country, but who 
waited the return of better days, fincc 
ttieir proteft v/ould have availed nothing, 
their numbers being fo fmall that theii* 
refiftance would only have precipitated 
their own ruin *. 

The . 

* One of the moft diftinguinied perfotis of this 
fmall party was the abbe Gregoire, now bifhop of * 
Bbis, whofe elegant reports to.the convention upon . 
public iuflru6lion, the fine artSt and liceratuiv, I 
have .already mentioned. When terror was the 
order of the day, when atheifm was the ftandard of 
republican principles, and when bifhops, pricfts, and 
e^Q proteftant miniften, in the convention.profcffi^d 
themfelves the converts of Cloots the atheift, and of 
Cbaumette the town-clerk of Pari8>; Gregoire with 
.virtuous indtgnation boldly proclaimed .his belief m 



Tfic convention, whichhad been long 
^vided into two diftinft clafles, thofc 
who ruled without oppofition, and thofe 
who obeyed without murmur, were too. 
faiuch habituated to the extremes of ty- 
ranny and. fervitudey^to lay afidc at the 
firft .moment the one^ or (hake off the - 
chains of the other;, and the committees 
of government confidcred thenvfelves as 

• the lawful fucceffors ofcRobefpierrc, l,ii 
the n)ean time nothing was heard buo^^ 

. accufarions againft C3//V/w,vwhofe a-ucj* 
ties became the theme of Collot*s elo- 
quence, and againfl: whom even Carrig: 
flood forth informen The work of the 
revolutionary tribunal had bpen fuf- 

. pended : but the committee of public 
fiifety were anxious to renew its opem* 

fche do6lrine8X>f chriftianity, and declared that k« 
would never make the facrifice of hit principles and 
his confcience* He might tf uly be faid to hafre 

. keen ** faithful found among the faithlefs, faithful 

K ©nly he," 

B 3 tions J 
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tions ; and k was propofcd by Barrcrc, 
that Fouquicr Tainvillc, who had' offi- 
ciated as public accufcr, (hould be rc- 
inftated in his office. The firft move- 
ment of indignation (hewn by the con-* 
vention againft the comtniitees was or- 
dering Fooqnier himfelf to be feni to 
the tribunal, which was foHow^d by the 
nomination of deputies to fiUupthe va- 
cancies in the committees of govern^ 
ment made by the execution of the la«c 
con fpi raters. The <iecree for the 'i«- 
n-ewal of one fe»rife part of t^holecom* 
atiittees eacb month, inftrioded there* 
mamder of the decemvirs tfcat their reign 
was pafti Couriers were fent into all 
the departmiewts to fvifpend or iopprtA 
ihc various reiro4utionary rribun/ih ; and 
every hour being winged with death, the 
utmoft expedition was ufed to ftop tlic 
deftroying knife. 

The more immediate agents of Ro- 
befpierre w^rj^e now put under arrcft-: 

among 
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«nong whom were the painter 0avicf^ 
who on the 8ch of Tberoiidor propofed 
8C the Jacobins' to drinl; the poifoned 
irup wkh him ^ and i^ acolyte Lebon, 
who had <}efolaiccl tbe departments of 
the North. The inhabitants of Faris re<» 
covering by degrees from the ftupor inta 
which they had been tkrown by the latr 
horrible fcencs winch ftad paiTcd before 
ihcir eyest and feeing that the ftrength' 
of their tyrants arofe only from their 
own cowardice^ jptned themfelves to tlie 
remains of tbe«^// drcii of the convene 
tioo. 

The revolutionary committees of the 
ftAions, who had followed the inftruc^ 
lions of their mafters, and who had fome* 
times exhibited original fpecimens <^tyr 
jr^nny themfel ves» were re-organifed, after 
having been obligjtd to fubmit to the 
degrading humiliation of changing their 
eevdiutionary names xsf Cato and Ponw 
pey, Marat s^d Leonidas, for thofe left 
B 4 renowned 



Tcnowned appellaiions which they hadf 
before refpe<9:ively borne. 

The indignation of (he convention 
againft its kce oppreflbrs bad not yet 
afTumed any regular feature ^ it bdng 
difficult to make a feledion amidft the 
numbers who bad feme greater or lefs 
atrocity toexpiate. At length Lecointre 
de VerfaiJles^ a deputy, brought forward 
a ferics of heavy accufations againft th«i 
leading members of the late govera-* 
ment ; but fo little was the conventioor 
aflfedied by a recapitulation of chaiges 
which would have ftruck with hori;pr 
any other aiiembly of men^ and fo many 
of thofe who &i\\ held feats in that af« ' 
fembly fbrunk from the recapitulation of 
the crimes which were now draggedsto 
day, that, inftead of examining into the 
tnith of Lecoinrre's accufiition, they de- 
clared the accufer to be a calumniator. 
The convention at this period gave a 
iamemable proof of ib« degradation into 

which 
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vi^hich it was ftilt plunged, or of the rc^ 
maining influence of that fyftem of ter- 
ror which had fo long Kgulated its pro- 
ceedings, by decreeing the rcfurreftion ^ 
of Marat on the ruins of Robefpierre. - 
His canonization, which it was affertcd'^^ 
in the convention had been only delayed^ 
from the jealoufy of Robefpicrre, re* - 
ceived now its* due accompUChoient. 
The committee of piiblicinftruftidn, af- - 
ter making a folemn and elaborate re- 
port on the virtues of this ficft preacher 
of blood, . propofed a decree, vfkich the 
convention confirmed, that the remains*rf - 
. this illuftrious martyr of liberty (hould be 
transferred to the Pantheon, and receive 
agata the^ tribute of a nation's tears and 
jegret. 

The canonization of- Marat was. fol-*' 
lowed by that of RouflTeau, who was 
brought^ from his peaceful rep9fe in ihe 
ifland of poplars amidd the enchanting 
fceneiy of Ermenonville, to thex:avcEnof 
B5 . St. Ge- 
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St. Genevieve, wlicrc he refls with no 
ignoble companion, Voltaire. They arc 
now the only tenants of this fpacious 
manfion : for Mirabeau was drpofcd on 
Marat's apoth^ofis, and public indigna- 
tion has (ince cleared the building of all 
its rubbifh ; neither the decrees of the 
committees, nor the clamours of the nu- 
merous partifans of terror, being able td 
reftrain the impetuofity of the Parifian 
youth, who crumbled the monument of 
Marat into duft, and erafed his pollut- 
ing name from the walls. This vidlory 
was not obtained without fome previous 
ftrnggle. Although the commune of 
l^aris was deftroyed, the head quarters 
of terror and rebellion ftill remained un- 
littacked at the Jacobins. Thofe confpi^ 
rators, finding the current of public opi- 
nion againft the late tyranny running too 
ftrong to be oppofed without fomc dar- 
ing effort, affumed the title of deliverers 
of their country, and, with an effrontery 
2 V. equal 
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equal to their guilt, expelled from their 
fodety thofe members who bad been the: 
foicmoft to overthrow the tyrant, andbe^ 
•gan themfelves toenad laws for the better 
renovation oitheold fyftem. Theconven^- 
tion^niggled for fome time with this bar« 
barous horde, and deliberated on the mea- 
•furcscobc taken in the prefcm emergency^ 
The ilownefs of their deliberations, bo w-^ 
ever, not being agreeabfe to the icnpe* 
tuofity of French feelings, tbp Parifiaa 
youth attacked the den of tbefe aflaffins ; 
•and ilic convention, under pretence of 
putting a^ end to the. tumult, decided 
that the fociety (hould be fufpendedl. » 
The revolutionary tribunal, whicbufedi 
i:o prefent its operations to the public i^ 
the long and terrible lifts of the viftim^ 
X which it daily imtnolated, now prefeixed 
iffts almoft as. long of peribns who, hav- 
ing been imprifoned as authors or ac* 
(^ompHces of confptracies againft the re^- 
public, were, after trial, fct at liberty, 
B6 and 
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and declared to have had no ccunlcr- 
revoUuionary intentions. 

The firft fignal ad of public jiifticc 
which this tribunal performed was the 
condemnation of Carrier, who ^ws tried 
with the revolutionary committee of 
Nantes for the crimes they had con>- 
mitced in that commune. The annals 
of courts of criminal judicature perhaps 
never prefented a feries of fuch atroci- 
ties as were now difplayed before this 
tribunal. The public accufcr prefaced 
the indidment againft the committee in 
ihefe words : ** All thai is moft barba- 
«* rous in cruelty, moft perfidious in guilt, 
•* moft afbiirary in power-, all that is moft 
/< hideous in anarchy, all that is moft dif- 
" gufting in immorality, compofe the 
." charges laid againft the revolutionary 
" commiffarics of Names. In the moilr 
" ancient annals of the world, in all the 
" pages of hiftory, even in the moft bar. 
," barous records, we fliall fcarcely find 

yany 
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" any horrors that can be compared to 
" thofe which the accufed have com* 
" mitted ; Nero was lefs fanguinary^ and 
" Phalaris lefs cruel.*' 

About a hundred of tlie inhabitants 
of Nantes, who had been dragged to 
Paris the preceding winter in order to 
be put to death, were acquitted previoufly 
to the trial of Carrier; and many of thofc 
perfons had been witnefles of the crimes 
of the revolutionary committee of Nantes 
before they became its vidims. The 
Jacobin fociety, who faw nothing in 
the fads alleged againft the committee 
but a laudable difplay of . revolutionary 
energy, ertip|oyed all their remaining in- 
fluence to fecure them from punifliment : 
and they fucceeded wi^h refpeft tothemafsi 
of thofe aflaffins, two of whom only were 
condemned to die with Carrier; whije 
the reft, although found guilty of mur- 
ders without number, were acquitted of 
counter-revolutionary intentions. But the 

viftory 
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Viclory coft them dear; for the public in* 
dignation annihilated the Jacobin fociciy, 
and the convention once more broke thfe 
revolutionary tribunal, and fent thofe 
tnembers of the. committee of Nantes 
who were acquitted, to be re-judged m 
Itheir departments. 

Though terror had ceafed to- be the 
^erder cf the day^ the reparation made to 
fuch of its viftims as furvived, was ob- 
tained cautioufly and by degrees. The 
counfels of the aflembly were ftill fli^*^ 
tuating ; and the timid circumfpcftioa 
with which it did ^ood, formed a ftHfc- 
ing contrail to the daring rapidity with 
which it had been impelled forwards in 
the career of evil. But the talc which 
was unfolded at the revolutionary tri- 
bunal of the -crimes of Carrier, the re- 
clamations made at the bar of the con-, 
vention by a deputation from the de- 
vaftated city of Lyons, the pifturfc 
which at that bar the huflbattdtnen of 

Bedouin 



Bedouin had drawn of tberr confumed 
dwellings, their defolated fields^ their 
wandering families, awakened all the 
energies of humanity ; and the cry for 
jttftice became impetuous and irredftible. 
Till now the revolution of the gift of 
May had been talked of as an event 
which had faved the republic^ while the 
oiembers who had honourably protefted 
againft that foul confpiracy were ilill in 
chains; but the voice of public indignation 
l>ecame too loud tofuffer this violation of 
national juftice to continue, ^nd the do* 
puties who had (igned the celebrated 
proteft were fet at liberty, after fome 
llruggles with the mountain-fadion, and 
took their feats in tlie convention. 

This addition to the cofe droit of the 
afl^nably was not however an immediate 
coiuiterbalance to the mmmain and \t& 
partifans. It might have been imagined 
that, if thdfe deputies who bad protefted 
againfi: the t)ranny rf Robefpierre to* 

wards 
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wards their unfortunate colleagues were 
fet at liberty, the vi(5lims themfeives dc- 
ferved a ftill more fpeedy aft of jafticel 
This, however, was far from^ being the 
cafe; for, when thc.propofition was made 
for recalling thofe into the convention 
who had been outlawed by the tyrant, it 
was obferved that the gates of the Jaco^ 
bins were not (hut to open* thofe of the 
Temple ; meaning, that thefe raoft tried 
and fteadfaft friends of the republic werie 
intriguers and royalifls. As a fpeciai 
favour, the fame ^ mcttiber propofcdi 
that, although thefe profcribed patriots 
could not be admitted into the convene 
lion, the fentence of death pronounced 
upon them by the late tyrants (hould be 
repealed. 

The nobles and foreigners who had 
been driven from Paris by the law of 
Gtrminal (a law which appears merciful 
w-hen we confider the havock made of 
thofe who were imprifoned in tht capi- 
tal. 
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laly m the iiUqrval between that periodT 
sukI the ninth of Thermidor) were alf« 
permitted to return to their refpcftivc 
homes. The fatne report which annulled 
that law, repealed many other laws^ of 
the like barbarous tendency. 

After making thcfe reparations: to nar 
tional juftice, the convention turned its^ 
attention to the late violations of indivir- 
dual property. Without any abfolutc 
declaration of the agrarian law, its- prin- 
ciples had, during the reign. o£ Robef- 
pierre, been eftabliflied ; and the prac* 
tice of the fir£k Chriftians adoptedin tbac 
fpirit of fkaternity which had fo bng 
been the theme of the revoluiiontfts; 
with this diiiereiKe, thar» though every 
• thing was in common by the force of 
jrequilitions, the rich only enjoyed the 
privilege of contributing^ and were re- 
/ufed all (bare in the adminiflFation of 
what was contributed. It was now 
decreed^ that every man {hould ceap 

the 
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tbc friik of his own induftry, and that 
tbe property wbkh each individual poT* 
fefied (hould be a*t his own difpoTa^ and 
)not at that 9f any pubKc reqiHfitors. Thi* 
Jaw foon brought on the difcuflion re- 
(pe&ing the fliaxi mu m ;. that great engine,, 
«r rather cffcft, of terror, whidi,^ iinder 
the appearance of faving the country^ 
was dcftroying its very vitaU» Th« 
maximum, after numerous and wamr 
^ebatw, w^s abolifbed. 

The condud of the late:govemor5 wiib 
jrefpeft to literature and the fine artB? 
next underwent a reviiion^ in a long re^* 
j>ort made by Grcgoire to the conven* 
^ion^ in which he takes a melancholy fur» 
vey of the monuments of genius and 
learning M^hicfa the unfparing fey the of 
Jacobinifm had miKilated or deftroyed. 
There is no doubt that irreparable mif- 
chiefs were commirte<l by ignorance^ 
txutality,. and a new fpecics of fanatif- 
tifm ', but ther« does not appear any com» 
- ' pletc 
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plcte cyidcnce of the charges thaf hame* 

been brought. againft the ancient com. 

: mittees of government of wifhing to root 

out the arts and fdeoces. They indeed 

perfecuted men of letters even unto <ieatb» 

becaufc they feared tbeh* infliietK:e, and 

. knew that their principles mud be hof* 

.ti4e to tlKtr own (hamelefs ufurpation. 

But while artifts perilhed in (ad fuccef-. 

.fion on the fcaffold, their aflaffins dif» 

played on forae. occaiions a fort of a^ 

icrdatton of cberifhtng the arts* 

Ihc ancient cort»£iitfees are at itsi&: 

cW^aJblf: mih the guilt of not l^yif^ 

, piMMAied the depredations committed b^ 

the fury of their revolutionary agents, 

and by the zeal of the worfliippers of 

^ Heafon. . The feiOiivals of that goddefv 

during tiie flMUt period of her divinity^ 

' proved fatal not only xo croffies^ altars^. 

. popes, and bithops, but to every ftatue 

*and piiflure that fell into the hands of 

her votari€ii4 who, having more reform.* 

ing 
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ir>g- rage than judgment, frequently miC- 
took the objetSb of their indignation, A 
friend of mine, oa his return home, one 
day, found tl>at a band of the revoki- 
' tionary army had demolilhed an ApoIJo 
that flood in hfe library, which they bad 
miftaken forSt; Sebaftian;-and with much 
difficulty he prevailed upon thof© apo- 
ftles of Reafon to fpare his Venus, whob 
they were upoft the point of ufing^in the 
feme harfti manner, believing her to be 
the reprefentativc of the virgin Mary ♦v 
The convention haftened to prevent 
%he further dilapidation of the monu- 
ments 

* To fuch a depforabU ftat€ of terror wecc the 
people reduced at this period, tftat a Jacobin de- 
puty, who was fent on a milCon to Nifines^ after 
^having' harangued a. Quinerou$> audience for a.^cop'^ 
fiderable length of tinie on.the.abfuBdity.of religiout 
belief, at length ej^claimed, " Que tons ceux qui nc 
croient pas en Dieu levent les mains f !** The whole 
+ ** Let all thofc whc^ do not bcKere in C5d ho14 up their 

abjea 



iirents dE genius, by deolariag'that AoCt 
^Jerfons who had' Ijecn found guiliy of* 
ftich offences (lioiiid be purfued' before ^ 
tribunals of jufticc, and by making th^ 
conftiuited aiuboKtics refponfible for 
wery relic of art vfhich was placed in 
their refpedive departments. 
: W4uk the<oi>vention made literature 
aitd fcience again rear their drooping 
beads, it decreed .pecivniary fuccours to 
men of letters, wbo, during the convuU 
fions of anarchy, found their occupation 
gone, and many of whom were reduced 
to alltbe miferies of war>t. Three ladies 
were included in this aft of national libe* 
rality : Dumefnil, the celebrated aftrefs, 
vvhofe gcrtius, cotemporary with that of • 

abjed: multitude lifted up their hands, with the ex-, 
c^ptioii only ef twofold women, who rcfufcd thus to 
bow the knee to Baal : for which they were imme- 
* -diately fent to ^ifoti^ where they remained till 
Aobefpterre, after fubverting the ahars of Reafon, 
Mature, and other diTinitleSi who were becoming a!* 
^moft as iiumerous as the gods of Hefiodi was at 
l^n^th^vf rthrowB liimfelft 

VoUairer 



Vohiaire, had fo often embelH(hed hi^ 
tragedies, who had alfo diftinguiOied 
lierfelf by her attachment to the caufe of 
liberty, and mhok neceOities at eighty 
years of age claimed relief from her 
•coimtry; thegrand daughter of Corneilte,> 
who, once having no other inheritance' 
tlian the name flie bore, had found an 
laofpitable afylum in the manfion of Vol- 
taire, and who, detained in prifon four- 
•teen months during jthe reign of the 
Vandals, had now no jdace on which to 
iay her head ^ and the refpeflaWe widow 
of Lemierre^ wlio during the reign of 
Lewis XV. bad the courage to pre-' 
ient to the public the celebrated pieces 
of Barnevelt and William Telh and who, 
ivhen he faw the revdution ftained with* 
crimes, died of a broken heart, and left 
bis widow wi^iout refource. 
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Although th« fyRem of terror 
received every day new humiliacioos^ 
many of its inftitutors and fup[x>rters in 
the old committees of gcrvernment, who 
bad bathed themfelvcs in the blood of 
the innocent, remained unpuniflicd. But 
the convenoon, perceiving that the cu 
tizens of Paris were ardq;^t ia ftrength-, 
•cning every meafure which led to the- 
^ftablifhment of juftice and good order, 
^now began to afllime a tone of greater 
fe verity towards its former oppreffors*; 
That afletnbly had lately rejedted as 
icalumnious the accnfations brought 
againft the antient committees; but, 
being now reinforced by the reftoration 
<rf the deputies who had figncd the 
proteft of tlie 31ft of May, it declared 

that 
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thai Billaud de Varcnnes, Cbllot d'Her-^ 
*bois, Barrel e and Vadier were guilty of 
the feveral crimes Avhick had been laid 
«to their charge. 

The terrorift- party, though greatly 
huttiblcd, was notfubdued: the kniry 
which had been exercifed towards them 
fervcd Ohly to nncreaife their audacity ; 
and'tbereftrairtt which the government 
had put on this «f adlion was too feeble to 
check tbofe bold cncerprifes to which they 
bad been accuftomed. The want of vigi- 
lance in the gpvernment was however 
counterbalanced hy ^he ardour of the 
younger part of the citizens of Paris, 
many of whom' had to regret the lofs of 
a murdered father, a brother, or fomc 
dear Illation or friend, artd whofe bo^ 
.fomsbeat l>igh with indignatton againd 
their late-oppreflbrs, whom they refolved 
lo refift with their' lives* A new ira- 
pulfe was given to thefe feeliAgs in the 
breafl-s of -the Parifian yoiith, by an ap- 
peal 
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peal which was made tc them in a 
journal entitled L' Orateur du Peuple, 
which was highly popular at that period, 
and which was written by Freron, ar de- 
puty of the national convention, who 
on the tenth of Thermidor had taken 
an a6bive part again ft the Roberfpicrrian 
£sL&\on. Freron called upon them by 
every motive which could animate their 
minds, to bend their necks no more 'm 
abjeft fubjedlion to the yoke, but to 
refift their fanguinary oppreffors with 
the vigorous arm of youthful valour, 
and be themfelves the guardians of their 
rights, and of their native city. This ad- 
drefs produced a fort of eleftrical efFeft 
on the young citizens of Paris. They 
formed themfelves into fraternal* bandar, 
paraded the ftreets and public gardens, 
finging with exulting rapture *^ Le 
reveil du peuple,*' a popular air, which, 
from having fince in a great political 
convulfion been rpacle the fignal of one 
vob. ly. C party. 



( 26 ) 

party, and the hymn of the Maifeillois 
of another, will together with the latter 
have a place in the records of the 
French revolution, 

< A comedian of the name of Fufil, one 
of the agents of Collot d'Herbois at 
Lyons, where he had committed the 
moft horrible cruelties, was now an 
ador at the Theatre of the Republic, at 
Paris. During the days of terror, the 
Parifians had been forced to bear the 
light of this monfter ; but the hour of 
their vengeance was now come. One 
evening at the theatre, when the firft 
piece was finiflied, a paper was thrown 
.on the ftage, which an aftor picked up, 
and informed the audience that it con- ' 
tained verfes bearing the title of " Le 
re veil du peuple." The people called 
loudly to hear the verfes, and infifted 
that they fhould be read by Fufil. After 
having kept the audience fome time 
waiting, Fufil was forced to appear, and 

prepared 
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prepared to begin. " Take a taper m 
your hand," cried the people, " it is 
thus that the amende honorable is made/' 
Fufil took the taper, and began. Wheit 
he had read that verfe, 

" Quelle eft cctte lentcur barbare ? 
H^te toi, peuple fouvcrain, 
De rcndre aux monftres dc Tenarc 
Tou8 ces buveurs du fang humain V 

" Bis, bis!*' cried the people ; **repetei 
ton arret! Malheiireux avis au ledleur !*' 
Fufil was condemned to repeat the ftanza. 
-i-He then read, 

*• SoufTrez vous qu'une horde atroce 
£c d'affaflins et de brigands 
Souille de leur fouffle feroce 
Le tcrritoire. des vivans?" 

The people, by this time thinking 
him fufficiently humbled, called for two 
other jacobin-comedians to finifh the 
fong. They however were not to be 
found; and young Talma, an aftor of 
great genius, prefented himfelf on the 
C 2 ftage. 
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ftage. *• No, no/* cried the people ; 
«* no. Talma, you are not a jacobin, you 
are not a man of blood, you are a true 
patriot!*' 

■ But Talma, fenfibly affeded by fome 
clamours which arofe at the fame mo- 
ment, and which feemed to him to im- 
ply a doubt of his principles, exclaimed 
with vehemence, " Citoyens, citoyens, 
tous mes amis ont peri fur Techafaud !"* 
At thefe words deep fighs and moans 
rcfounded through the theatre. Every 
fpeflator feemed to repeat " And I alfo 
have loft a father, a hufband, a brother, 
a friend!" 

When thofe emotions hud fubfided. 
Talma was ordered to read the fong, 
and Fulil to hold the taper. Many of 
the fentiments feemed to communicate a 
fort pf eleftrical feeling to the whole 
audience; they arofe from their feats, 

* Citizens, citizens, all my friends have periflied 
upon th« fcafiBold! 

they 
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they wept, they clapped their hands, 
they raifed their hats in the air, they 
mingled the cries of regret wuh thofe 
of ** Vive la republique ! Vive la con- 
vention!'* At length the officer of the 
police appeared in order to know if the 
audience chofe to hear the after-piece, 
in which Fiifil was to aft a part. *' Yes,** 
cried they, *« but not by Fufil." No 
other aftor could be found to replace 
him. *' Let us go then," cried the peo- 
ple i and in a few minutes the theatre 
was emptied. 

The bands of the Parifian youth 
whom the eloquent appeal of the " Ora- 
teur du Peuple" had called together, 
received at firft the appellation of " La 
jeuncfle de Freron;*' and when they en- 
countered in the places of public refort, 
a group of terrorifts, 'they often com« 
pelled them to difperfe, Thefe difputes 
generally ended in the. interchange of 
reproachful language, and of the epithets 
C3 ^ of 
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of joyalift: and jacobin, mufcadin and 
murderer: but occafionally the quarrels 
arofe fo high, that the police was obliged 
to interpofe; which fometimes happened 
too late to prevent a jacobin from being 
rolled in the kennel, or a* mufcadin 
dipped in a canal. The theatres and 
coffee-houfes were the habitual retort of 
thefe opponents, and even the galleries 
of the convention became fometimes the 
fcene of civic animofity. 

The accufation brought againft the 
members of the old government gave 
juft caufe of alarm to their partifans. 
The charge againft them was the exer- • 
cife of tyranny over the people of 
France, by filling the republic with pri- 
fons, giving and executing arbitrary or* 
ders contrary to law, influencing the re- 
volutionary tribunals and popular com-- 
miffions, creating fuch tribunals without 
any authority from the legiflature, and 
encouraging their fanguinary agents to 

execute 
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execute the moft atrocious and barbae 
rous mcafures. Every paper and report 
of the ancient comrtiittees might indeed 
have conftitutcd an aft of acciifation; 
for (carcely any had iflued from their 
hands that did not bear the marks 'of 
fome atrocity or murder. Uncertainty 
in the laws is juftly efteemed the moft 
dangerous kind of tyranny, bccaufe there 
is no clafs or condition which it will not 
reach. The lavy againft the fufpeded 
was of this kind; and had it been ^law 
of univerfai profcription, it could not 
have been better accommodated to the 
purpofes of the tyrants. Such was in 
truth the interpretation they gave it, that 
no one clafs was exempted.. ** Is there 
any difficulty/' fays Barrere^ " as to the 
application ? You will find this counter- 
revolutionary fpirit in the nobles — the 
fenatics— the unbelieving— the adventu- 
rers — the foreigners — the rich — the poor 
—the inhabitant of the town — the inhabi- 
C 4 tant 
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lant of the country — the politician— ^the 
mei;chant — the banker — the eloquent-— 
the indifferent— the periodical writer — the 
man of letters*;" fo that in the ample 
furvcy of this renowned reporter, no 
where could, he difcern patriotifm and 
virtue. This accufation, or ' rather mafs 
of accufations, was the means by which 

tht 

* "Where then were thofe citizens " adds Bar- 
rere/' who were fufpeded of being hoftilc to li-. 
berty ? They aflumcd the drefs of fans-culottes, they 
filled the public placesi they mi fled the groups of the 
citizetis, they corrupted the public mindy they cor» 
refponded with foreign powers. Were they noble» 
they gave affiftance to emigres fiinatics, they con- 
cealed priefts who were confpirators ; unbelievers, 
they were continually lamenting the ruin of reli- 
gion; adventurers, they put on the mafk of rewlu- 
tionifts ; foreigners, they affed^ed an air of concern 
for the republic, and undermined It by their exag- 
gerated motions; opulent, they hid with avaricious 
folicitude their ufelefs fortune;' poor, they were 
continually and bitterly lamenting* the new flate of 
things; inhabitants of cities, they deftroyed the 

fpirit 



C 33 ) 

the decemvirare were enabled to cover 
the country with blood, each in his own 
modev from the carmagnol of Barrerei 
who has been called the Anacrcon of the 
guillotine, to the mine and cannonade 
of Collot d'Herbois. «* There muft 
be no banifiiment,'' fays the latter in hi^ 
fpeech on the fufpefted ; " we muft de* 
ftroy and bury in the foil of liberty all 
confpirators ; let them be arreted, let 

ipint of the revolution by their vices ; living in the 
country,' they miflcd the credulous ruftic, and treat- 
ed the new laws with contempt; politiciaiid, they 
reproached the government; merchants, they fat- 
tened on the moft precious fubftance of the people; 
bankers, they degraded the national wealth, and 
fupported our enemies; eloquent, they preached 
federalifm; indifferent, they led the van of counter- 
revolutionifis, and wore the appearance of a foreign 
nation in the midft of Frenchniien; periodical wri- 
ters, they corrupted the fources of opinion ; men of 
letters, they wept, over academical fervitude, and, as 
the hirelings of defpotifm, their pen was paralized 
in favour of liberty/'— Report of Barrere, I2th of 
Nivofe, 

C5 the 
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the place of their confinement be under- 
mined ; let the match be kept conti- 
nually burning, and in readinefs to blow 
up them and their adherents 1" 

The convention approved the report 
of the committee, and the accufed were 
called on toanfwcr the charges laid againft 
them. The leading points of their de- 
fence reded on the external and internal 
ftateofthe country during their ad mi- 
niftcatioa : a prey to confpirators withinj^ 
and to invaders from without; — rand on 
the general acquiefcencc of the conven- 
iion and the people in the extraordi- 
nary ?i<5ts of juftice which they were com- 
pelled to execute, Thofe of the con- 
vention who felt the force of the appeal, 
and who were themfclves chargeable with 
greater or lefe ads of atrocity, not only 
acquitted them of counter-revolutionary, 
intentions, but declared that they were 
c^celleot patriots, and that \yithout their 

inter- 
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interpofition the republic would have 
been loft. 

This difcuffiori' awakened the fpific of 
Jacobinifm, which . the voice of the 
people had laid 5. and the citizens of 
Paris began to be alarmed when they 
faw the agents of terror, and the female 
furies of the guillotine, aflerting with un^ 
daunted infolence without the walls,, the 
fame principles which their allies the 
Montagnards were maintaining fo ua- 
blufliingly within.^ In aid of the Jaco- 
bin faftion, two or three of the fedtions 
of Paris not only prefented incendiary 
and infulting petitions at the bar of the 
convention, but put themfelves into open 
infurreftion*. 

The convention, which had for fome 
time been apprifed of the danger, and 
of the machinations that were plotting 
againft them, had fought to ward off the 
blow, by decreeing, that, if the Parifians 
Hiflfcrcd the legillature to be attacked, a 
G $ diftant 
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diftant city (hould receive the national 
reprefentation. The citizens. of Pads, 
who in general had no greater relilh for 
the return of jao^nical government 
than the convention itfelf, affured them 
that their perfons and deUberacions 
(hould remain wnmolefted under their 
fafeguard, and that any attempt ^^nrtlie 
government (hould meet with its juft 
punifhmcnt. This promife of fupport 
was not, as ufually, a flourifti of rheto- 
ric, but an engagement which was fa* 
crcdly fulfilled. The convention, on the 
12th of Germinal, was menaced by a 
deputation from the fuburbs, who came 
^ to.aflc them, why, fince joftice was the 

order of the day, their friends tbe*/k«- 
triots were kept in prifon.— This de- 
mand, with others of the like tenor, 
was enforced by the prcfencc of an im- 
menfe multitude of the lower cla(res of 
men and women, who filled the hall, 
ranging themfclves amongft the depu- 
I ties. 
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tie«, and who were for the moil part fo 
intoxicated that it was with di^culcy 
they could .rehearfe their leflbns, and 
.articulate their wiflies^ which were for 
bread, and the conftitution of 1793, 
which was now called the conftitution 
of Robefpierre, and which the Jacobins 
clamorouily demanded, becaufe fome of 
•its principles led to that mifrule and 
anarchy, in the midft of which they 
might once more have wielded the 
fceptre of command. This infurre^ion 
ws^ warmly fupported by the moun- 
tain party, who were furious for admit- 
ting *' thefe juft reclamations . of the 
people,*' of which the prefebt petition- 
ers were only the advanced giiard, fince 
the main force was at cheii- various pofts, 
in different feftions, waiting for the 
event. The prefident of the conven- 
tion could not prevail on'^the petitioners 
to withdraw, till the Mountain gave the 
£gnah When the hall was cleared^ and 

the 



the alarm-bell had called the citizens to> 
the «plief of the convention,, they ap- 
pointed Pichegru, who happened to be 
in Paris,, to the command of the na»* 
lional guard ; decreed that Collot, Bar- 
rere and Billaud fliould be baniflied to 
Guyanne; and ordered feveral of the Ja- 
cobin deputies, who had been leaders or 
accefiaries in this infurreftion,. to be ar- 
refted> and fent to the fortress of Ham 
in Picardy. Among thefe was Leonard. 
Bourdon, the affaffin of nine of the moft 
refpcftable merchants of Orleans, who 
pcrirtied on the fcafFold for a pretended 
attack on his perfon ; and Cambon, the 
genius of finance, whofe operations will' 
long be remeiribered by the bankers of 
Paris, to whom he gave frequent lec- 
tures on bills of exchange, with occa- 
fional references to the newly created 
minifter of commercial affairs, the guiU 
lotine. 
This decree met with oppofition from 

the. 
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the accomplices of the prifoners, who 
were put under a friendly arreft on their 
way to the place of their deftinalion i but 
the vigilance of the guard reftored order, 
and re-inftated the criminals under the 
proteftion of their keepers. The con- 
vention alfo decreed, that all who had 
been concerned in any public aft under 
the late tyranny, or who were known to 
be friendly to its operations, fhould be 
difarmed; which decree being rigoroufly 
enforced, Paris was again reftored to its. 
ufual order and tranquillity. 
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LETTER III. 



HE revolutionary tribunal, which, 
from its inftitution, and the horrible 
aflaffinations which it bad been the 
inftrument of committing, will remain 
for ever a ftriking monument of the per-? 
verfion that tyrants can make of law and 
juftice, now became the inftrument of 
national vengeance in the-*puni{hment 
of thofe who had been the irpmediate 
aftors in thofe judicial murders. The 
prefident of this inftitution had fuffered 
with Robefpierre on the loth .Ther- 
midor; and the public iaccufer, Fou- 
,quier Tainville, had been left fince that 
period, during eight months, to feel in 
the gloom of a prifon a thoufand deaths 
in the rendings of that remorfe which 
could not ^ but gnaw his conicious fouL 

This 



< 4t .) 

This wretch, who had fcattercd death 
around him, who' had rioted in the tears 
of the innocent, and feafted his heart on 
the defpair of the viftims whom a breath 
from his polluted lips fent every day to 
the fcafTold, was now condemned to feel 
the pangs he had inflidled, and to im* 
plore in vain the mercy he had denied. 

With this grand inquifitor were ar* 
raigned mjre than thirty perfons, who 
had been judges or jurymen of the tri- 
bunal under the adminiftration of the 
decemvirs. It is unneceflkry to enter 
into any detail of the accuiations brought 
tg^nft them ; in reading thefe letters 
your heart has already formed their in^^ 
didment, and will rejoice that- retribu- 
tive juftice is about to ftrctch forth its 
too long retarded arm, and avenge hu- 
manity for aferies of unexampled crimes. 

The trial of thefe judges and jurymen 
had been wifely prot rafted ; it was ex- 
pedient to have their long catalogue 

of 
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of atrocities unfolded in all their minute 
horrors ; to make the people feel what 
tyranny they had fuffered, and from 
what evils they had efcaped. For though 
every perfon had fome private hiftory 
of cruelty to recount, fome friend or re- 
lation who had fuffered unjuftly to la- 
ment ; yet the great mafs of guilt was 
unperccived till the evidence was com- 
bined and QoUefted, 

Xhe levity, and even merrimjcnt, with 
which this horde of aflaffins-.difpofed of 
Xhw vidlims, gives their barbarity a 
deeper (hade of horron. One of theft 
jurymren had received an affront from an 
ariftqcrate of his commune^ who in a 
quarrel had thrown him out of the win* 
^ow, and hurt his fide. The indifpoii* 
tion with which he was fomctimes af- 
feded in confcquence of this accident, 
came often in aid to his confcience_; and 
he informed a perfon who related it to 
me> that in all doubtful cafes he con- 

fulted 
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fulled his fide ; and if it gave him any 
pain, he was immediately convinced, 
from intuitive feeling, that the prifoner 
on whofe fate he was to decide was an* 
ariftocrate, and voted him, without fur- 
ther confideration, to die. 

The feats where the prifbncrs were 
placed at the revolutionary tribunal were 
raifed one above another ; and while 
Fouquier was in the exercife of his of- 
fice of accufing fpirir, a prifoner, who was 
placed on one of the higheft (eats, hap- 
pening to lean too forward, loft his ba4 
lance, and fell to thebottom of the fcaU 
folding. Fouquier, upon feeing the ac^ 
cidenr, exclaimed, " C'eft la t6te, et 
pas le corps qu'il nousfaut *." - f 

A lady of eighty years of age, being 
dragged to the tribunal on an accufation^ 
of having been engaged in a confpiracy 
in her prifon, made no reply to the 

• « Wc muft have the head, not the body." 

queftions 
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qucftions of the prefid^nt ; upon which 
a perfon obferved «* Elle eft fourdc.'* 
Fouquier imrticdiately replied in a face* 
'tious tone, " EUc a confpire Jourde^ 
mint *.*' 1 went to the revolutionary tri- 
bunal on the day when the public ac- 
ctifer recapitulated the charges, after 
the examination of the witneiTes was fi« 
niihed. I felt an emotion of the deeped 
horror on entering that hall, where fo 
many perfons who were dear to me had 
undergone the mockery gf a trial, and 
£rom whence they had been dragged to 
death. A thoufand tender and cruel re« 
membrances prefled upon my heart; 
I looked eagerly towards the benches 
where my friends had once been placed, 
and fitw thofe very feats now occupied by 
their murderers. I gazed with a gloomy 
kind of curiofity upon the countenances 
of thofe aflaffins, which I expedcd to 
find imprcffed with the favage charadler 

* A play upon the word. 

of 
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of their fouls: but in this I was de- 
ceived ; I faw faces that indicated no 
marks of villany» and fome that bore 
the traces of the better feelings of oup 
nature^ And befpoke minds that only ex- 
traordinary circumftances and tempta- 
tion had rendered wicked . 't*hcre were 
however exceptions to this bbierv|^iony '*/ 
among which the mod ftrilting wajl the 
high prieft of this altar of MolochiFou- ^ 

qiiier Tainville, the public accufer : ha :>^^^J 
(at elevated above the reft ; and as it^asi' ' 
to him that the great mafs qf accu&tioa V^ 
had been direded, during the wecksk v 
that the trial had lafted, the torture and 
atrocity of his foul was ftrongly expreffed 
in his features. He fat, in general, 
turned as much as be could from the 
audience, aflfedted to be very bufy in. 
writing notes, and only changed his po- 
fition occafionally td interrupt the ac- 
cufer, who was reheariSng the catalogue 
of his crimes. The lift indeed was ter- 
rible. 



/ 
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i»fble, but the xfFcft was fomewhat loft 
from the incapacity of the fpeaker, who 
in a low and monotonous accent read 
bis paper with all the tame profeflional 
indifference of an attorney. Notwith- 
flanding the coldnefs of the pleader, the 
audience (hewed fuch ftrong figns of in^ 
dignation, that the court was obliged to 
knpofe filence repeatedly, I could not 
but lament that this part of the procefs, 
io replete with every fubjedl that could 
infpirc an orator, had not /alien into 
better hands. I figured to myfelf Er- 
mine pleading fuch a caufe, and into 
what tranfports of madnefs he would 
have thrown his audience! — how he 
would alternately have harrowed up our 
fouls, and fisted us in fullen defpair !— 
how he would have reprefented the fa- 
ther offering himfelf for his fon, the 
brother for the brother, the wife refufing 
to furvive her hufband, the mother part- 
ing with her child !• — how he would 
7 have 
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have painted the appeal of innocence, 
the magnanimity ©f patriotifm, the in- 
dignation of virtue, the agonies of beauty, 
the (hrieks of afFeftion ! — how he would . 
have held up to our (huddering fight 
thofe uriBappy victims of each fcx and 
of every age, piled in carts by the 
fide of their executioners ; their heads 
uncovered, their hair cut, their hands 
tied behind their backs with cords, 
dragged flowly through crowds of can- 
nibals, who, faithful to their tyrants, 
with threats and blafphemies infulted 
humanity, virtue, misfortune, and age ! 
— how he would have (hewn us thofe 
vidims mounted on the fcaffold, yet 
reeking with the carnage of viftims 
who had gone before them ; where the 
wretched mother, while (he waited the 
ftroke of death, \yas condemned to fee 
the fatal knife defcend on the child for 
whom her heart had fo often yearned !— 
from this butchery he. would have led us 

to 
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to the doling fcene^ where the miuiktcd 
bodies, yet palpitating with life, were 
dragged in the baflceis into which they 
bad been thro>yn frona the fcafFold, and 
were huddled into a common pit, with- 
out any of the decencies of fepulchral. 
rites, and with a covering of earthy 
fcarcely fufficient to conceal the mangled 
corpfes ! — how he wouJd have dwelt on 
the violation of law, on the perverfion 
of juftice ! — how he would have con- 
trafted the fanguinary monfters with 
their vidims — and at length, with the, 
enthufiaftic fervor of his fublime elo- 
quence, how he would have humbled 
our burlling indignation into reverence 
of the unfearchable decrees of Heaven, 
and perfuaded us that the pcrmiffion of 
fo much evil is yet confident with the 
plan of general good. 

The jury upon this occafion found 
little room to deliberate. That tyranny 
had exifted, needed no proofs ; and that 

thefc 



i 4? ) 

thefe then h^ ^n. i(b agoatdj-fti^l cvt^ 
dencc vv^s givet^ : nothiiig^beiiKlQre re^ 
iQMAed biac to apply tlie lavr to the crime^ 
aod pronounce the , penalty. And as if « 
every circundibince of this trial had bee^ 
deiigaed to oiarL the retribution oC 
^eavjf t^^be words of their fentcnce vrpra 
prc9ifeLy thofe .which t bey themii^lves ba^ 
fo c^cn ^icTijdoycd to condema the Ia^ 
nocent ; the accufation being that of % 
C<»fppoy ^a^aiqft /he, f^ety,.o£^ ^hc 
Fr-ench, ropubli^^jWd., the .piinifhmept^ 

i^^^^*\ r- . : ,. ..,• , : -, , ■.;^.; 

.Tl^ criminals beard thdr epademna^ 
t^q^^nji^ tbe.applaufes pf the rejqic^g 
mi;iUitu^. Ti^C'ir fituatioi^ w^s.iadoed; 
4re§(J|'u^£ thiev..were.a(5t%fupgQrtcd, UW 
t4i?i^,yidiixis> l?y' J^^e footWng. confcJ^viC., 
ncfe of iapocfncer. bjf thofyxopathy of 
th^.^o^jd^^by^e tender regrets of love. 
and fc^^pijthipj-por ihfm, 410 f^ ^s, 

^vouW. 'D ' only 
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«nly ferttimefit which »fecm€d excited in 
tht breads of the fpeftators wa4 that df 
calculating M'hetter'^heiribfferiags wire 
at all proportioned tonhcir ginlt. Rage 
tnd ifurj^vrere fti]} the prevatling paffions 
of their fouls; they atxlwered-the-fliouts' 
df^he audience witfh menaces antf tnfult^ 
! to tli^ court, and prbfihetic ' dcTnuncia^ 
ifiohs that their Judges wetiid fbon-fliafe* 
their fate; 

Ontheir way to execution they were 

loaded withAe execrations of the people; 

rtnany-'of whom^liaving been accuftomcfdr 

t to attend the revolutionary tribunal,* had 

treafured up -various tlrdkes^'bf tbchr 

jii^ctal* ■eloquence./ When •ll'otiqutex^ 

from^his t:art Offered to reply, a gcner^* 

. €xt:ldtttatioa of ' ♦* Tti h'as paji la parole**' 

arofe frorn the indignant multitude^' 

i#hlch harf been his ufud anfwer to every 

prifoner' \\^ho '' Offered to ^Hege any; 

fhiiig in "his * dcfeiice.* ' This mohfter' 



was the laft executed : he mounted the 
fi:afibld with precipitation, and prcflcd 
the executioner to make hade; while 
the curfes of the fpedators were the laft 
(bunds that uihered out of his execrable 






Da LET. 



£< «;« 4 



5L E T TE R 4V. 



W. 



HHlE that defire of rctributiori, 
which is natural to the human* mind, 
..^was/atisfied>in contemplating the great 
*- criminals v dragged to puniihment = by 
4he ftrong arm of .national juftice^ fen- 
rfations of fofter pleafure .were excited 
by obfervirig the delightful tranfition 
which thefe momentous icenes produced 
I Jn the fituation. of private .individuals:: 
**— as ^fterforae temble- tetnpeft, . forae 
miighty convullion of. nature, while the 
enormous billows of the ocean -fubfide, 
and the mountain-foreKs no longer trem- 
ble to their bafis, the flowers, the lhrub«, 
the minuter objefits of the landfcape 
partake alfo the reviving influence of .a 
- benign :&y, and all nature rejoices. Dr. 
Warton ohfervxs, in his EflTay on ^ the 

vCeniais 



C sr ) 

Geaius of -Pope, that no ftory whfch 
has been invented is foparhetic as what- 
bas really happened. This obfervation *- 
may be peculiarly applied to the period 
qf the revolutionary.goveramcnt in this- 
country ;' the pencil of HiSlion has- no co- 
louring- more< gloomy, thaa that which ^ 
tnwh then pccfeiuied, mwJ the ftories o£^ 
rpmaace offer no ftrongtr confli<fbs o^. 
^c pa0k>n$/iio incidci^ more affe£):ing« 
or forrows more acute, than what has 
pafied, and what has been fuffered, dur* 
ing the tyranny of Robefpierre. 

You » may therefore eafiiy imagine how- 
many fcenes of domeftic felicity the revo*~ 
Uitionof the loth of Thermidor produced; 
how many families, bereaved of all they 
loved, of all that gave exiftence value, 
and pining with incurable anguifh, were 
fuddenly reftored to tranfports fo un- - 
hoped that they feemed likQ fome dream 
©f blcflcdncfs (hcdding its dear ill ufion^ 
over the darknefs of defpair. What ^ 
D 3 power- 
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powerful emotion fwells my heart. While 1 
feleft from the general group an amiable 
young woman, with whom I am inrimately 
Acquainted, ftraining her infants to her 
bread, and, while (he bathes them with 
Iier tear$, telling them that ihey Ihall^fee 
agarn their father i 

A lovely girl of nine ydars of age> 
the daughter of one of my friends, whom 
her parents, when they were fent to pri* 
foa, folded in their arms with an agony 
which onty parents feel, kneels at the 
f<et of a member of the committee of 
general fafety^ and implores him in a 
voice half choked with rifing fbbsj^ to 
give her back her papa and her mama : 
her little brother of three years of age^ 
who has been taught to lifp **• Jc fuis pa- 
triote, moi,'* kneels with her, and joins 
his hands together in theattitudeof fop- 
^lication — the fignature that rcftores li- 
berty to their parents is obtained (for 
mercy is the order of the daf\ ami the 

children 
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thildren are the bearers of it^o the gat$ 
of ibe prifon. There tUcy wait in pant< 
tng e:^pedarion— Thegiri no fooncr per^^ 
wives her mother than (he fprkigs upot^ 
Ker neck, the father ftrains His boy in his 
arms, and the ©rowd affembted at tbo 
door gaze upon - this family ioterview 
with all the luxury of>fycDpath^tic ck^r 
Ught. ;: 

A friend of mine, who is well knowiv* 
b the literary world as a man of diftin^ 
guift^ed talents, b«it ^whoie mmf l^n^ 
not at liberty to mention^ was arrefteci 
by the agents of RobeTpierr^^ and coxv** 
fined, during fifteen inonths, in one of 
the moft - gloomy prifoiis of Paris. Hii 
cheerful philofophy under the xertaia- 
^pcdtation^-^of death, bisr fenfibility of 
hearty Ms brilliant powers of converffn 
lion, and his fportive vein of wit, ren^ 
dered him a very general favourite with 
bis companions of misfortune, who found 
^ xefuge from evil in the chinas of Jii^ 
I D 4 fociety. 
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Ifociety. He |ii*as the confidant of th« 
unbappy, tlue ^counfellor of the perplex-^ 
cd; and tojbis fympathizing frieftdlhip 
many a dpfbicd viftitn in the hour of 
death cOflfided the laft cares of huma^ 
uity, anrd the laft wiflies of tendern^ft. 
Jt ^ai'ufua} with the prifoncrs, .wlhen 
thiy expeft^ or received rb«ir ndt rf 
accufacion^ to write a letter^ or \czvef&a^ 
ihemorial of tehderM^ in'the hand^ of 
a fellow^prilbner, ^ith direSions to con^ 
fi<k 4t to (he <iaTt: of tbe Arft peribr> who 
had tli€ -good fofwnc tJotic rc)eaftd^ 
After -the- loA of Thewnidor, Mbnf* 
P' " > dfj^gcd from their places of con* 
cealiTieTit many a fan^well-kttcr which 
had hten bathed with the tejirs of the 
writer, many a took of filken hair, tind 
fttany a little relic precious onf^ to the 
afl^ionsi ^* which,'' to ufe the words of 
tie Man of Feeling, <* when they are bu- 
^d that way, will build their^ruftures 
were it but en the paring of a nail,'' 

When 
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When reftored to liberty^ he haftened t(^ 
vifit us ; and haying a few of chofe me? 
morials in his pocket-book, he recounte4 
to mp the tales of forrow wit;h which thfey 
w^re connedtcd. In fome inftances it 
was delightful to findj that, although thp 
preparation for the fcaffojd had been 
made, the laft wi(h uttered^ and the la(t 
fond gift depofited, the innocent fufFerer 
had been fnatched from the ftroke pf the 
executioner,' while the fanguinary tyrant 

had perifhed. One of Mr. P -'s ftU 

low prifoners was a French lady who had 
married a German, a young iiian of 
rank as well as . fortune, and who had 
fixed his refidence. for fome^ time at 
Pari?. He had met with MadempifeUe 
dc C ■ , now his wife, during bis tra^* 
vels'in Switzerland. Before the rcvolu- 
UQp, it was a fa(h ion among the .\yomer) 
of rank in France, to have made a jour- 
ney through Switzerland, and . gazed 
upon the fccMS of Roufleau*s.£Ioifa; 
' D 5 to 
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to have read St. Preux*s letter at the 
foot of the rocks of Mielleriej and at 
their return to Paris, amidft artificial 
graces and corrupted manners, mimic 
with affected tones the genuine enthufi- 
iafm of paflion^ and difplay that warmth 
of expreffion and pomp of fentiraent 
which, when it " plays round the head, 
but comes not from the "hcan/* is like 
fuh-bcams fparkling upon ice. 

Mademoifclle dc C had made 

this tour with a fafliionable party, but 
her heart was ftili pure and uncorruptcd 
by the world ; ' her mind was awake to 
afr the finer fenfibilities of our nature, 
aiid (he gazed with unaffefted wonder 
and delight at fcenes fo new and fo afto- 
nifliing. Amidft thofe fceries, whofc wikJ 
itnd folemn graces are in perfoft har- 
mony with the better affc&ions of the 

mind, Monf. de L formed an at* 

tachment for his interefling fellow- tra- 
veller, who,, upon their return to Paris, 

with 
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with the confent of her relations, became 
his wife, in the firft year of the revolu-- 
tion. MonC de L— — lived in an ek- . 
gant ftylc at Paris j entertained at his ta- ' 
ble the members of the legiflature who 
were moft eminent for abilities, and diC- 
tinguiftied himfelf by his zealous attach-, 
mcnt to the caufe of genuine liberty. 
When the ferocious anarchifts poured 
their fatal poifons into her bright and 
fparkling cup, rich with the pureft liba- 
tions of human happinefs, Monf, dc L— , 
pxotefted againft their fanguinary mea* 
fures with that energy. which belonged 
to his charader. Having thus, in the 
conteft between the Gironde and the 
Mountain, placed higifelf in the front of 
the battle, Monf. de L found him- 
felf expofed, when the Gironde peri(hed 
and the Jacobins prevailed, to all the 
atrocious fury of thofe unrelenting vic- 
tors, A mandat d*arret was iffucd agaiufl: 
bira by the committee of public fafety, 
" D6 of 
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of which having received intimation, 
he concealed binifelf for fomc weeks at 
Paris, and at length, by means of a falfe 
pafTport, made his efc'ape to Switzerland. 
Ih the mean time the fyftem of terror 
prevailed with increafing violence, and 
Madame de L— — , who had conjured 
her hufband to feek his fafety in flight, 
jSerfuadirig him that all they (hould then 
have to fuffer would be the pain of repa- 
ration, fihce (lie had nothing to fear from 
perfecution herfelf, was foon expofed to 
the moft cruel effeds of tyranny^ A 
Ihort time after his departure, the feals 
were put upon her property, and Ma- 
dame de L - ' was arretted. Being 
far advanced in her pregnapcy, fhe ob- 
tained permiffion to remain with guards 
at her own houfe till (he was delivered/ 
The agitation of her mind had produced 
the moft unhappy effeftsonherframe; and 
inftead of thofe confolaiions, thoTe footh-. 
ing attentions* which fupport the feinting 
2 fpirits 
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f^trits in that hour of trial and of dangery 
(he was forced to fuftain the pangs of 
child-birth m the gtoom of folitary con- 
flii^ent ; (he heard ne voice of tender- 
nefs hail whh tranfporc the moment of 
Her delivery, " np hirfband Mcfs her 
that a mari war born/' During twa 
monthsihe was c^fincd to her bed> and 
her recovery wa% )6ng doubtful. At 
this period k was ai!erted by the Jaco- 
bins that the rich corrupted the, pur© 
principles of the fanfcuhttes by whom 
they were guarded, and an order was 
iflued by the conimittee of public f^fety, 
rhatallperfonsconfinedintheirownhoufcs 
liiould be transferred to prifon. 'Ma-«' 
dame *de L— — fhared the common 
fate, and in a ftate of the utmoft debi- 
lityand weaknefs was condufted to a 
maifon d'arr^t. But foon* after, this 
houfe of confirlement being confltJercd 
as too mild a punifliment for the wife of 
fo renowned a conlpirator againft Jaco- 

. binifm 
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binifm as Mocf. dcL- — ^, (he waste- 
moved to pne of chofc gloomy manfions 
which were the immediate aodchambers 
of the tomb. Here Madame de L^^jr^ 
Was placed in a fubterpaneous grated 
chamber wi^h feveral prifoners^ one of 
whom was Monf. P^— > who end^« 
TOBred to foothe her affliftion by every 
mark of fydiptehyaud refpejfl^ and who^ 
ibon obtained her confideace and friend* 
fliip. 

A deep and fettled melancholy had 
taken pofibffion of her heart ; hope 
feemed annihilated in her. bofom ; (he 
had no doubt pf being numbered among 
the viAims who were daily led to the. 
{caSo\d. But upon the approach of death 
(he could look without difmay^: the 
ieparation from him (he. loved was the 
evil which (he had no power to fu^ain. 
His image was fox ever prefeat to her 
mind — (he faw his laO: look ; the tears 
which he was ninal^le to.fupprefs^ and 

which 
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which angjiifii wrung from {iis» foul at 
parting — (he beheld him wandering s 
fad ^nd folitary exile through fccnes 
which they had once vifited ti^echer, 
and which were embellilhed by the charnd 
of a firll paffion. She anticipated the 
cruel agonies he had to (uffer when he 
fhould receive the tidings that (he had 
periihed. The(e fad refle<%ions (he pftea 
communicated to her fellow-ptifoAer 
Monf. P— , who tried to arm her 
mind with fortitude, by the arguments of 
reafon^ and the confolations of religion* 
At length the period arrived when Ma^ 
dame dc Le— ~ expefted every hour to 
receive her ad: of accufatioQ^ which w^ 
but another term for the fcntencc of 
death. Already many of the companions 
of her captivity had periihed ; and her 
name was fo well known, that far from be« 
ing able to induce any hope of,deliver« 
ance, it feemed a mattej: of furprife that 
flbe had been permitted to live fo long« 

As 
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As tbe intenrtl bct^y^n the fwiumpw 
to the reYolucionary tribunal^ and that co 
the fcaffold, was now only a &vr bours^ 
Madame dc L -* ^ made thofe prcpara^ 
^iis for death which her heart requbed 
ki order to fneet it with compoftire. 
She confided tt> Monfieur P a 

paper, on whkh (he had written many 
dlredions (xmcerning her child ; and th^ 
iMide in which (he wiflied it to be treat** 
ed/refpedrffig its heaUh and education^^ 
This paper, ^hich I have read, was filJed 
with that minute detail which only a 
mother^s heart can fu^efl:^ and whi4ii 
only a. mother's heart can feel. What 
was moft af&dingin it was^ that yeam« 
itig tenderhefs which often broke of£ 
abruptly the i^nfinifhed ren(e, not to Ja^*^ 
ment the lofs of life^ but only todeplore 
that it was not to be confocrated to thq 
dear purpofe of wafcchin|J 0Y«r b^r chM^ 
Madame de JLr~-r* alfo cotwpitted to 
Monfiew P-r— '$ (»r« a farewell letter 

to 
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to her hulBand, whk^ I liave been ?pei^ 
mitced to rraQflate.. 

** To" Monfieur dc L— — . 

♦* I h«re conmv^d to decehrc the 
CTtr^ikar objeftof all my taxdcttidi, in 

' i»nier CO pnc&rve a lift far more pceci* 
imioiBke-ihnawf Mrm riM|«e ixuuk 

* poa believe diAJt I Jtm m fecarb/ti ^teim 
peace* Lliarre i&ade you bdieye tiaat: I ' 
bare psiliid the ^ing in xitir iovdy |»£i 
tor;ftlrttteat)at ViUe D*Awy, and tljat Ii 
hsi^m fbothed tiie fiodious hoars of cifahf 
fiance hj the tendv .occutpadons of a^ 
narfe and a mmhef. AUs, wliy dtfiuld' 
ya\a have kt>OAvii till it can no ioftger be 
concealed, tkat d graitied dungeon has 
been* my Iiabitation, that the air JE 
breatiie h cootagbn, and that oary chtldi 
my fweet baby, has been long torn frotn 
the43o6>m that nouriflied him ! The fttatn 
vfatb«|uft iiaudoed foan be tmfolded. m. 

you 



you ifl aH its bbrrors; in the lift of ih« 
vidims of every fexi^ and every ag% 
which the murderous tribunal before 
whom Lam going, to- appear^ dcags iov 
fad fucccffion to- the fcafftldt-^ you wilh 
fee infcribed the name of your Maria ; 
fWL will learn (be ta no morel hCitywk 
ftart back with bcnrror^ I hear the groats 
which exprefl%8.iha( agony of the foul 
wUdt is denied the relief of tears! Alan 
I have fpared you- thofe fuffmngs till 
they can b^ averted no longcrM feared 
ilfo, that if yiO\i had heard of my fitua- 
tioa you might have formed the wiki 
fcheme of returning, of attempdng to 
refcuc me. Oh, my beloved fnend^ all 
the gleam of codbtation; that footbes tn;^ 
fpirit in this mo^mful^ moment^ is tho 
affurance of your falefcy !' Yet I well 
know^ that, deprived of me» your life wilt 
lofe half its value. Would to heaven l 
could foften the pMgs you have to Ibf- 
ier \ Alas^ perhaps Lam fufficiemlji^i^at 

ta- 
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to mihih^ you fliould lament my loftj^ 
that you (hould chtnih my nwmoryv 
Why was I not permitted to (hare- your 
ftght^ and m ibme loMly hamlet^ fan 
irom the turbulence of theworld^ to have 
hved but for you? Ah, my dear^ 
friend^ w« {ImU wander no more toge« 
iher^midft thofe fubKme nMumains our 
which I havQ fo often gazed with tetrt 
df admiration ! Ah, no! a fipw. days, 
perhaps a few hour^ hence^ my eyes wiU 
he clofcd 00 nature. Could I but bare 
lived to prefent to yolJ^ your childj t^ 
Jbave feen our infant in your arm$,. I 
could have died without regret* He is 

wifh Madame -^ — >. wiio is not yet 

imprifoned s but I can fcarcely hope Iho 
wHi long efcape. What then will become 
of him?*— But you will live for his fake, 
for the fake of his mother. Iconjure y(Hi# 
my beloved huiband^ by all the tender 
ties which have bound us to each other,* 
todulge not unavailing fofrow, .think i£ 
^ me 
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flae^with that feeling ofiregret which may 
tejtti you to cherilh the in&nt I leave 
jK>u^ bat leprefs that bitternefe of afflic**' 
oon irhlch might deprive my chijkl of ' 
l»i& laft fappprt; Ht 1$'^ fweet ipfaot^ h 
may venture to tell y<H;i without a mo^ 
ibex's partialicyj htittsudark-facowo hatfj: ^ 
the colour o£ yoorSt^^nd bhic eyes : be^ 
.Kfiemhlcs yDaTtry is»xhr--hc Md fu& 
ka&i fori have not ieen myfveetlMibf ^ 
for three montbs paft. Tbofe monfterBj. 
ivlM> tear aAkider wMiont remorfe alt 
^deareft^ies of naeiare, will not evefti 
allow tbe devoted mother the hid iaid?" 
eenfoktion to embrace her diild! Oby. 
my child, my chiid^ When I think. 
dif him my courage fails, and toy heartr. 
fondly. cKngs to life, if I had: but becar* 
%ared to take care of htqi in theie help^ 
kfs years that (o anscfa re^tic a mo«r 
tier's tender nefsl How can I hope that 
dningers will Uve, ^ tflioaki have dooe^ . 
so have removed his liule wants, to bavfi 

watched 
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•-hatched over him with tinwearied foU^ 

-<5hiKfc? Oh^ tt<$l nfttbing caa ftpply t* 

""^likii his- mother'^ bTs ( and perhaps^ tior 

fortunate iftfant J . b# wtU fooa £bll0w: nle 

to thfe grave*— But no more ! I >will ea« 

ftleavour to be calm, I will refign myfclf 

>^{hl:att^en€eto* God,! •<wflr«miJm* 

bc^ that'I arti'^^Jfl luider the |>i^oco£tiM 

df tliai BeiAg towhoiq we^av&A) tfftcm 

iUt€At\fip^4kk ibois ^i^velsthQfil£bKciirt^. 

.^xiut! ^Kmdft ihofe fideoes wbcr^^^^veif 

'^^c^^iuo^ -ffiV^ kmge jof bi8i>greilt9^ 

A^iimMdiuiLot hiiidiKiac^mfQiit«fc 

*^Sy my ibelovedff i^d, £3eial£%ib>9rtr^ 

rflM'ftbiiid ki .tlia^ glo^im: of aa|t: giMal 

4mg«bn3^'Ke 4ieaf«' did ^^ing ^^^^ 

^¥0!' Aippoit toy tNsibroopittg: ^Qmk^. . ilM 
||;^ttiit myriafotiiig kearcihixhfr MbttdM 

i«J^y»'feTt^elt^»-'M?4flrI:itfbiR 

'pUifl you 



y^u alone occupy all my foal on th» 
iirink of the grave^ and the hope of 
meeting you in a better world, ^ is aU 
that can footb the lieart of your 

- The-fa^ prifages of this letter, wJiicU 
m^ datec) in the laft days of Meflidori 
iwere not accomptilfaed. . The loch of 
ThetBiidor arrived, and Madame de 
iv*--^^-^ wae fnatcbed froto the icafek^ 
JHer frteadi joined tbe eager murltitiidiss 
who^ night and day befet the conunittw 
of.geneiaL fafety with ttftimonies of tt^ 
iMiocencae of^he^Hrifonen, liiid m^ re«^ 
QliKnatiansforliiKity. Bur^he-HBivef* 
fttdry:£orjaftice'waa A> pcriSiig.«ad 4<9 
i«iolieQ3Bnt» aqd t^ejuimbers tf> hcMt»(- 
«dl ^wone (b confiderat^c;, AiHKt,'altkoagjl| 
ifaeoMimittee TrirhTrifrfiflrilpilfMn rtf 
ftd: wh^le t&gku in uxidoi»e>iiif mki M 
j^aptivit]^ whii:h.,lbe]r ' h44 Jfe :lhi<?fc|f 
lKMe9»>il ^M Jc»g;%ete» ;4ie,«a& <)^ 
: :^: merqf 
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rnttcy Ws'fitiiftied; Avid Madahie iJc 

1j paffed'fix weeks ^fter the* fall dF 

Tflobefpietre in p/ifon, Kut relicve'd 

Yrom the horrors of a . d ungean , and th? 

ilnimefdiate profp^a of'death, daptiyity, 

how cheer id h J the hope of freedom, by 

\ht thoughl: of her hufbarid and lier 

thiM, was' like a&ft fleecy doiid through 

^Wch we mark returning fun-fhine after 

theblackgloom of theconviiliSv^ tempeff; 

Madame ^c L ^^ viis one lilorhirig; 

callpd to the'roopi t)f the jaUdf, where 

Ihe found her* maid, who had 6btajne]fl 

ait ofde^ of a'dmliCon, and who held her 

fefant in her arms. Madatpctie Xr— ^-* 

'^ad borqc Tier misfprtcmes \^tTi.' the 

meekefl refighatioQ^'but at the fight Si 

lier child the' feelings, of the motHet 

1]i)^Tortb with ap impetuofity which 

b^ kimo^ ffTQvqd her frame~> 

Ihi(,$ew to thcf bpiliy;^ fhc ftraixifd km 

i^ence in B^er^ Wms^-rlier^ gVij) . become 

ilikhU^iiki (xitiSC Fack^in^ a chair/ ^d 

* ' ' fainted* 
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feinjtcd^ Th^ rpomcn* (He rccovcxed, 

(he called eagerly ifbr her child— agaia 

ihe preffcd it to her bofom, and at 

Jwgfh floods of tears came to her. relief. 

It. was found difficult to feparate her 

-jFrorh her child— fhc *iniplorcd with all 

:a Wothef's earneftners,. to be .alJow^4 ^P 

keep it— But it was agaioft the ruJe§: 

^lier releafe was expefted ip a few days, 

and. the. keeper of the prifon Fefufed perr 

^miflion. She ncrw betrayed more impa- 

• riencc at "^ the fliort period of confine- 

^inent whicTi i^mainedy&an f^^ hadxibnc 

during the long cbiirfe oF her captivity. 

At length the. prder for Tier liberty 

arrived, and tTie friend* who procurefl it 

'.pondfid^edcher to tier hpufe.. Ifj^e fight 

of her infant and of nee hcJtne ;a,wakene(i 



m her muid the mok overwhelfpHir 

emotions. ," Ah/ cried Ihe ^o her 

^Iriehd'^ * while ttic;! Keld. Ber Ba% * in nex 

:arms, -^ if my hulD^nd were nerei*^ 

^^*' tie ' isf 'iii fs T'^crjcd MMfiew a? 
I.:., t*:... .y^, iu .. • ; ^..i;! .:)ni-yOtUuu; 
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L— — , who could contain himfclf no 
Joriger, and rufljcd into the room. Moa* 

iieur de L being a foreigner, and 

confequently not being confidered as an 
emigrant, had.obtained a paflport from 
the French ambaflador in Switzerland, 
and arrived the day before his wife was 
rekafed from prifon. 

The (cene that followed, and which 
has been defcribed to mc. by Monficur 

P , muft have been delightful to 

witnefs, but it is unnecelTary to detail* 
Every heart can feel, and every imagi- 
nation can fill up the piflure. . We 
need not be told that the father preffed 
his infant to his bread with tranfport, 
and that the wife and the mother expe- 
rienced thofe fenfations which it is fel-' 
dom the lot of humanity to feel, and 
which its weaknefs fcarcely can fuftain. 

My friend, Monfieur P , often 

paffed in his narrative " from grave to 
gay, from lively to fevere;" from the 

VOL. IV. ' E groans 
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groans of idefpair to the light accents of 
cardefs fprigbtlinefs, and from the dig-, 
nified diftrefs of elegant niinds to the 
original modes of vexation praftifed by 
Jacobin tyrants. , The moralift found a 
fubj€<St of fpeculation, not only in the 
magnanimous bolbm of fufFering virtue, 
but in the coarfe and ferocious charafter 
of its oppteflbrs; as the ^hemift does 
not limit his refearches to the finer and 
more beautiful parts of matter, but pe- 
netrates into rude and brute fubftances in 
order to difcover their properties. 

*^ What infernal genius/' faid Mon- 
fieur P— — , " what infernal genius had 
taken pleafure in coUefting together in 
a prifon Co many difcordant beings ? 
What was become of that rcmorfe which^ 
the philofophers tell us is the fandion of 
heaven's laws, and which the poets 
have fo often reprefentcd to us as furies 
armed with ftings ? 

'i In 
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*** In a dungeon near my own, two men 
were confined together who had dif- 
played in their conduft the immenfe in* 
terval by which virtue and vice arc fepa- 
rated. Schneider^ the infamous Schnei* 
der, is covered with the blood of hi$ 
feliow-citirens— Dudon is bathed with 
the tears of the fatherlcfs> of whom he caa 
no longer be the father. Schneider is 
no doubt haunted by the manes of that 
refpeftable old hufbandman, whom he 
caufed to be put to death becaufe he did 
x)ot find the dinner which the venerable 
patriarch fet before him fuffictently 
iplendid : he is no doubt purCued by the 
mangled fpeftre of that innocent viftim, 
whom terror plunged into libertinifm^ 
and who^ her complaining virtue having 
furvived the ftate of degradation into 
which (he had been driven, was mur- 
dered by the order of her corruptor. 

His troubled imagination muft tranfport 

him to the hall of the conventioHf where 

E 2 he 
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lie hears Robefpierrc himfelf accufiiig 
him of being cruel as Caligula, and de- 
bauched as Heliogabalus. Around Du- 
don hover thofc miniftering fpirits^ 
thofe angels of peace,, who pour the balm 
of Heaven info the wounds of fufFer-i 
ing virtue^ Alas, all the fyftems of 
philofophy are Tcverfed, and the leflbns 
of the poets are reduced to fidionsi 
Dudon lies reftlefs and agitated- upon 
. his bed of ftraw; a cold fweat covers his 
venerable browj he calls upon ,his fon^ 
and fcalding tears furrow his wrinkled 
cheeks.— And Scheider?— The monfter 
enjoys -the peaceful (lumbers of inno- 
cence. 

'«f What words/' continued Monfieur 
P — ^, " can paint the grotefque igno- 
rance of Monfieur Wilcheris, hi^ awk- 
ward gait, his air de marchand de pa- 
rafpls*/ rendered ftill more ludicrous by 

* Umbrella pedlar, 

the 
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the broad national fcarf thrown acrofy 
his (houlder, which does not decorate 
bim, but which he dirties as adminiftra- 
tor of police ? This man was the true 
jacobin par excellence, who would rather 
have violated all the rules of grammar, 
than omitted the iuioyment fo ingenioufly 
introduced by our Vandals. Wilcheris 
arrived one morning, at the monienc 
whea the companions of my captivity 
were taking the portion of air which was. 
daily meafured out to them. Aftonilhed 
ta fee me alone in a room of ten ftct by 
nine, Wilcheris drew back> , and ex- 
claimed, " Mais, citoycn, tu es plu- 
fieurs daQs cette chambre ^." In fpitc- 
of the reverence due to the magiftracy,; 
his ** tu cs plufieurs** difconcerted my, 
gravity ; a fit of laughter prevented mo 
from giving him any reply, and leaving 
the room with precipiution, I rejoined 

* But, citizen, thou art many in this room* 

E5 my 
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my companions. The phrafe of the a(J- 
miniftrator made jts forttfne in the pri- 
fon, and became proverbial. V7hen our 
^aptive generals employed themfelves in 
tracing vaft plans, and boafted of the 
means of putting them into execution;, 
when our financiers without pocket- books 
propofed fyftcms which they allegeci 
would rcfcuc the ftate from the mifery. 
into which it was plunged ; when pri- 
fonerSy with one foot already on ihefcaf-. 
fold reared for them by injuftice and 
atrocity, indulged their imaginations in 
all the fond iliufions of Kfe, and all the 
gay chimeras of glory, we fometimes 
awakened them from thofe vain vifions. 
to a fcnfe of their own helpleffnefs, by 
repeating with emphafis, *^ Es tu done 
|»Iurieurs?*'' 

• " Our cook in this prifon was a man 
who might be cited »as poffeifing the ge-' 

♦ Art ihou many thea ? 

nius 
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nitK of his art. His imagination caught 
fire when he talked of the compofitioii 
of ,a ragout^ and he defcanted in the fame 
elevated language as if the fubjeft had 
been a lyric poem. This peisfonage had 
an excellent heart, was the declared 
enemy of every fpecies of tyranny, and 
few much farther than moft people of 
tis clafs. The day on whidi Robefr 
pierre, by the execution of Dantoti 
reached the flimax of his power, tfee 
cook paid us a vifit id our dungeor>b 
We were attached to him, becaufe we 
knew he pitied us. A prifoner, holding 
out his band, faid, * Well, my friend', 
what* news do you bring us?* * Things 
go on charmingly,' replied the cdok; 
^ Three fadions divided Paris ; that of 
Hebert, Danton, and Robefpicrre.'-^— At 
the name of Robefpierre we trembled*; 
The cobk continued, ^ Ilyaquelques 
j^qrs qiie le Pere Duchene chauflfe les 
£ 4, fburneaux. 
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foiirneaux du diable* : to day they 
have guillotined Danton : it only now re-. 
mains to dcftroy the faftion of Robef- 
pierre.'— And we will deftroy it!* cried 
he in a tone of prophetic enthufiafni 
ivhich I>am unable to defcribe. We all ' 
^remained filenr. The prediftion was 
imprefled upon our minds : and after- 
wards^ when we were ready to fink be- 
neath the weight of our ovtn calamities^ 
or were informed by a (hriek of defpair 
that the monftots were in the ad of mul- 
tiplying their vidims; we cad a melan* 
chply look upon each other^ while the 
£rfl; among us who had fufHcient (Irength 
to fpeak, often broke the filence by ex* 
claiming) * The only refource left, is the 
the confpiracy of the cook I' 

* <* IC 18 fomc dajB fincc Pcrc Dudiene^has been 
heating the furnaces of the devil." Pcrc Du- 
chene gave htmfelf the title of Marchand dc Foar-^ 
ncaux» vender ofjmall earthen furnaces, ufcd by 
the common people in France, and in which they 
bum charcoal. 

" When 
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*^ When Ifabeau d- Ajouval appeared 
before th^ revolutionary tribunal, v/}fich 
holds its fittings in the fame hall where* 
thofe of the great chamber! were formerly, 
^held; the prefident aiked. him who he 
was ? * Firft clerk/ replied die prifoner^ 

• of the parliament of Paris^? * Tu 
dors done reconnoitre cctte falle ? * 

* Oui, je la reconnois ; c'eft ici oujadia^ 
rinnocence jugcoit le crime, etoumain-p 
tenant le crime condamne nnnocence*/ '* 

While MonL P' ■ . was in prifonn 
the revolutionary committee ofhia com- 
mune having found feveral engliOi books, 
in his library, committed them to the. 
flames as counter-revolutionary writings.. 
The firft work that lighted up the fire- 
was ,Robertfon*s Hiftory of Charles the: 
Fifth J the figure of the emperor with his:; 

♦ " You muft rccoika tKis Hall tSen ?" " Yes, 
I recolle6l it ; it was here that formerly innocence 
paSed fentence on guilt, and where now guilt con- 
demns innocence.'' < ^ 

E 5 imperials 
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imperial iniignia baving excited the tnoft 
violent democratic indignatioin. The 
eraperor, however, made his exit in good 
company, fince Sterne, Blair, and many 
0th^r diftinguiflied writers were con- 
demned to fuffer with him in the flames*. 
I deceived from Monf. P ■ a copy* 
of verfes, addreflcd by a prifoiier to his 
foD of four years erf* age, and who had 
loft his mother a few months after his 
birth. They arc, I thint, fimple and' 
afffeaing. 

* A gentleman who is in pofleiCon of a fine eftate 
in the neighbourhood of Orleans', received a domici- 
liary vifit at his chateau in the days of terror, from 
a^revolutiotiary c<)mmittee> who did not forget to 
cpukmiiM the contents of his wine-ceUar s» Thef 
found a confiderable quantity ©f win« marked " Vii^ 
d'Efpagne.'' "Here," cried they, "is full evi- 
dfence d*une correfpondance avec I'etranger." The 
poor, gentjeman was immediately fent to grif^n, 
while the commiflaries feized the counter-revolu<^ 
tionary wine, and, left it fhould fpread farthct coata- 
mination, divided it among them&lves. 

OH 



( ^3 > 

^ OH mon cher fils ! faudra-t-il loin de toi 
Trainer long- terns xnon exiftence ? . 

Wn fiede, hdiks! chaque jour devant moi 
SVcotde ia doublant ma fou£france. 

2. 

Chaque mating ]t vojoiB me^ ridcaux 
S'ouvrir fous ta snaiB innoccntc ; 

Etj'oubliois plaifirs, peinescttnivMlJ^. 
Bercdde cette douce attente. 

3- 
Mais en prifon-^n proie au d^fefpoir^ 

Sans toi jc vois lever I'aurore j 
Et t'appelanty te cherchant jufqu'au foir^- 

Sans toi je me retrouve encore. 



1 



4*. 
£ie col prefn^ par td d^ux pctttr bhii^ ' 

Je courois les champs, k boeage^; 
St cent baifers donn^ a chaque pa^^ 

Des oifeaux couvFoiest le 'mmvtge, 

S' . . 

Mais lorfqu'unfbugeau milieu de la Quitr 

Sur mon fein t'apporte et te prace» 

Au bruit des cle& foudain too otnbre/uit!' 

Je m'cTcilleY et mon fang fe glaccr *" ^ 

E6 Le. 
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6. 
Le ciel| fouvent terrible en fes decrets^ 

M'ota la moiti^ de mol-m^me,: 
Je refiftois — Mon fils, tu m'ordonnoU 

De calmer msi doukur extr^se. 

7- 
Maisd'un exils'il faut (ubir la lot^ . 

CoBUAent fupporter ma miTere ? 
Comment mourir, 6 je ne puis de toi 

Porter un baifer a ta mere i 

ImiTATIok. 

1. 
MY child ! and mull I far from tbee 

The hatefulload of life fuflain I 
JEach day, a lingering age to me^^ 

Augments thy captive father's paiiK 

2.'" 

Thy fportive hand, my babe» undivw 
Each mom the curtains of my bed ; 

And every care my bofom knew». 
At eve in thy endearments fled. 

3- ' . 
Now here enchain'd> my foul's delight I 
la vain for thee at morn I call ; 
^ Unblcfky my in£snt, by thy fight. 
The gloomy Sudes of evening falle 
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4- 
Thine arms around my necky we rove 

No more thro' flowery paths of blifs ; 
Where, with the warblings of the grovef, 

How fweetly blends thy frequent kifs I 

5- 
Oft when the cherifh'd dream of night 

Has placed thee on my yearning breaft^ 
The clanking fetter puts to flight 

The image that tnj foul carefs'dl, 

6. 
I faw in beauty's early bloom 

Thy tender mother yidd her breath ^ 
For thee I liv'd— -for thee my doom 

I mouni) of exilei or of death. 

AlaSy in exile what defpair ! 

Thefe eyes no more my child fliaB fee ! — 
In death what pangs— unlefa I bear 

Thy mother one embrace from thee !'' 

Neither the doom of cxite nor ofdcath 
was referved for this affeftionate father i, 
he (hared in the common emancipation 
of the tenth of Tbermidor^ and was rie^ 
dored to the eAdearments of his child. 

L E T^ 
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LETTER V; 



,MONG the companions of Monfieur 
P 's captivity was an aged priefl*. 
His figure was tall and meagre^ his 
checks were deeply wrinkled, and a for- . 
sow beyond that occafioned by {be com«- 
mon lot of captivity feemed to hang iip^ 
on his heart. Every morning he re- 
ceived a little baiket containing the pro- 
vifion of the day^. which was but ilen«- 
der, yet prepared with fb much ocatneft - 
and order that it was evidently forniflied 
by, a carefol hand, that made the mod 
of its little means, of beftowing comfort. 
The bafket was brought to the gate of' 
the prifoQ by an elderly \S^bmah, whofwas . 
not adnutted to fee him, but whole vi« 
^ilan^e frequendy contrived to glidein* 

a 
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a Tcrap of paper, which was filled with* 
cxprcflions of affeftionate folickude a-J 
boiit his health^ arid afnxioii» wMhesthar 
he would not fuffer his-fpirits to be dc-^ 
prelftd by his misfortunes. The billets 
had the fignature of Marianne. The old^ 
man often dropped a tear on thofe bil- 
lets, and often exclaimed after reading- 
them, ** Poor Marianhe!" 

In the mean time his health, in fpiteof 
the tender admonitions of the writer of 
the billets, declined rapidly, and the baf^- 
ket of provifions often remained almoft: 
untouched, the poor old man having 
loft his appetite. He grew every day 
more feeble, arid feemed to perceive the 
approaches of death with pleafure. Mon-* 
fieur P watched over his maladies,' 

and at length perfuaded him to relieve 
his oppreffed triind by unfplding the 
caufe of his iafiiAion. The old man re-' 
lated the hiftory orf his life, which Mon-' 
ficuy P— — thought fufficiently fingular* 

to 
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to merit being recorded, and therefore 
prevailed upon the pricft to* relate it once^ 
more^ and alUiW him to tranfcribe the 
narrative,^ which. I have tran^ated • 

. ** I am the youngcft child of a re- 
Ipeftable, but not an opulent family. — 
My^ firft inftru6tion I owe to the care of , 
a brother, who led me,, after his own ex- 
ample^ to embrace the ecclefiaftical date.. 
The ha(ppinefs which I faw him enjoy 
feemed fo me the earneft of my own, 
I was. paffionately fond of the country^ 
yhere I was foon provided with a fmall 
living, and where I ought to have fixed 
my abode till my lateflt hour.. Another de- 
ftrny, bawever,. awaited me.. Having. 
had recourfe to my brother for fome 
money of which I ftood in needj I found 
bis purfe^ftrings, which had ever been 
tin4rawn with alacrity at piy dcfire^ were 
now clofed againft me, and by fome 
fttange fatality he €ven.|idded unkindnefa 
to thf Fcfufal. 

« Too. 
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** Too proud to enquire into the reafons 
q( bis conduft, T forgot all the paft, and 
lillened only to my prefent refenttticnts. 
In my defpair, I haftily abandoned my 
brother, my family, and my diocefe, and 
took refuge in Paris. Nature had given 
me the talents of an orator, and thofe 
talents were improved by art in the capi* 
tal, where I was habituated to the office 
of prieft in a large parifti. Whenever 
I appeared in the pulpit, I enjoyed the 
gratification of delighting my audience; 
and fome prefents and great promifes 
made me foon forget the humble dwelling 
where I was once going to bury myfelf 
in obfcurity. I was encouraged in pro* 
portion to my labours, and obtained in 
a particular manner the favour of my old 
cur6, who dedined for me the firft im« 
portant office that became vacant in hisr 
church, A place (hortly after prefeated 
kfelf, and I already received the compli* 
mcnts of my colleagues^ and the con- 
gratulations 
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gratufetions of my frien3s. But alas T 
while I foothed myfelf with bright hopes, 
an old duchefs obtained admiflion to the 
cabinet of the cure, in order to bid them, 
yanilh. How was it poflible to refufe a. 
titled lady I I faw niyfelf fupplanted by 
a dunce who. had never in his life open* 
ed any other, book than his breviary,, 
which he did not underftand ; but who 
poffefled the fupreme merit of having 
for his^god-motjher the favourite waiting: 
womaa of the duchefs* The confe^ 
qtienccs of my firft difgrace fervcd to k^ 
curexnc from afccond; I determined to 
efcapc from the mortification which I 
was^now made to feel ; and after a pa^ 
roxifin of rage rather than defpair, fold 
a few pieces- of furniture with which mjr 
oratorical talents had enriched me, and 
wandered up and down Paris till mf 
fiunds were nearly. exhaufted. One day^. 
in an alley of the Tuilleries, I felt my-» 
fidf tojachcd upon the Ihoulder, and: 

whenk 
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wben I turned round, faw that the per- 
fbn who had touched me was one of my 
moft beloved comrades at fchoo],.who- 
ufed to pay for me at the tavern, upon 
condition that I paid for him in ihe- 
clafs. This young man wasnow an of- 
ficer in the regiment of IS^onaco, He- 
related to me all his adventures and in- 
trigues, and I in return gave him a re- 
chal of my difmal ftory. 

*^ I wasinclined to weep, andniy com- 
' panian interrupted my narrative by vib* 
lent fits of laughter. Upon enquiring 
into the caiife of this misplaced gaiety >; 
* It is not,' anfwered'he in a more fe-' 
rious tone, * that your grievances* amu{e 
me; but while you were pouring forth* 
your invedtives with fuch fervor againfl? 
the poor oJd pirieft, an idea came acpofe^ 
me at which I' could not help fmiling.' 
My colonel aiid major fcow. me partitu^^ 
lar favor, and all the officers of the regi«J 
ment are my friends. . We are in want 

0^ 
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of an almoner: will you accept the of- 
fice, which I am fure I can obtain for 
you ? Germany is the feat of war, and 
you will follow us thither ; you will not 
_ be enriched by the military-cheft, but 
if we Ihould give battle^ you will certain- 
ly ftand in need of a ftrong box. 'The 
almoner on thefe occalions becomes the 
rightful heir of every depofit he receives^ 
provided it is not reclaimed* Give me 
then your pr,omife> and this very night 
I (hall embrace in my dear friend, my 
moft honoured confcffor/— I blufli to- 
day at all the follies which high fpirits; 
led me to commit, when, at the colonel's, 
table, I iaw myfelf accepted, carefied,. 
and even applauded for Tome boos- mots 
which cfcaped from me. I was appoint- 
ed almoner that night, and next day d«* 
parted, our young men being in a hiarry 
to be killed. My friend gave me the 
half of his poft-chaife> and no travellers 
ever made a merrier jouriiey* 

ccxhft 
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*^ The regiment to which I belonged 
was one of thofe which penetrated into 
the mod weftern part bf Bohemia. The 
campaign was bloody, and the predic« 
tion of my friend was accompliflied} fen: 
I received on the days of battle fomany 
depofitSj whicfai, alasi were never reclaim* 
edy that I might eafily have enriched 
myfelf, if I bad not, tboughtlefs of the 
futare, lavifhed upon the foldier to-day, 
what Iliad received from the ofEcer yef- 
terday* 

t **Pardon, my dear friend , tbetcars which 
farrpw my wrinkled cheeks at the re- 
coUedion of that engagement in which 
my beloved comrade fell at the head of 
his xompany, -after having performed 
prodigies of valour ! I received his laft 
iigb^ and his deaob was the prelud of 
my misfortunes. The fortune of war 
declare, itfelf s^gainft us^ our minifter 
purchafed peace on dilhonourable terms, 
and the regiment to which I belonged 

was 
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ivas broken. I was left deftiiute in a re* 
ttiote part of Germany, where a Roman 
Catholic prieft was more likely to receive 
infults than fuccour ; and after tlie moft 
xninute calcuiaiion, I found my refources 
were altogether infufficient to enable mc 
to gain the frontier of France. In order 
to reach the end of my journey, I was 
forced to provide for my fubfiftence by 
purchafing in the great towns fuch ar- 
ticles as were likely to attract the fimple 
inhabitants of the country. This wan- 
dering life became at length agreeable 
to me, and in this manner I paifed 
through Switzerland, and Savoy, and 
arrived in France. But I knew the 
French charader too well to brave the 
farcafms and epigrams which I (bould 
be fure to encounter if I returned home, 
and related my adventures. I therefore 
avoided my native town, and wandered 
amongft the mountains of Dauphiny. 
Their inllabitants arid thofe of the banks 
3 of 
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xtf the rapid Rho«e were aftoniflicd to 
find me in poflefiion of all the prodigies 
which the peafant of Nuremberg per- 
formed with his kni^e. In fliort, upon 
my entry into Auvergne I found foyfeif 
pofieffed of more merchandize^ and as 
much money as brfore rhy arrival in 
Switzerland, 1 accuftomed myfetf in- 
fenfibly to my profeffion, which not 
only produced profit, but fcenes which 
amufed me. An accident, however, led 
me to abandon this mode of life at 
the very period when I was moft fuccefs* 
ful. 

*^ With a ftick in my hand, and my 
little box of wares upon my back, I pafT- 
cd through a town of Auvergne, of which 
you will difpenfe wkh my menrion- 
ing the name. The exceffive heat, join* 
^ to the fatigue of travelling on foot wl 
that mountainous country, obliged mt 
^before I could reach the inn, to repofe 
'my burden upon a done-block. Cafting 

my 
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ftty eyes on the wall, I obferved a lafge 
placard which, I ran over, having nothing 
better to do, and the contents of which 
Vould probably have left no trades upoa 
my niempry, if four or five wags, who 
were fauntering along the ftreet, had not 
thought proper to amufe themfelves with 
the eafneftnefs with which a pedlar was 
reading an advertifement wh^h could 
evAy -concern a man t>f letters. The pla- 
card gave notice, * By the prder of 
Meffieurs the mayor and IhcrifFs, the place 
of grammarian to be given to the candi- 
date who (hall bed anfwer all queflions 
\}pon the Latin language. He will alfo 
obtain the freedom of the city, and will 
be appointed mafter of the grammar- 
fchool, with a penfion of 6oo.livresa- 
year.* The raillery of the, young men 
awakened in me that feeling of feif-love 
which is fo natural to a man who feels 
the confcioufnefs of his own powers. 
« Yes/ cried I, «I am ftrong enough to 
•- fear 
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fear no rival.' Thefe words, pronoun* 
ced in i, theatrical tone, only ferved to 
increafe the good humour of the crowdj, 
who appeared to confider the poor pedlar 
as a madman. The epigrams of this 
young company decided my fate. 

** The next day I entered the lifts, and 
my triumph was complete. Familiar 
from my youth with all the beft Greek 
land Latin authors, I harangued in La- 
tin a numerous audience, whom the fin- 
gularity of a grammarian-pedlar had 
brought together. I explained fome dif- 
ficult paffages of Horace and Juvenal, 
obtained the general fuffrage, and was 
even folicit^d to accept the place of pro- 
feffor. 1 confented, and the pedlar- 
prieft became a fchool-mafter in a little 
- town of Auvergne. 

" I was fuccefsful in the taik of educa- 
tion, my fchool flouriflied, and I obtain- 
ed general efteem. My eftabliQiment 
having confiderably increafed, it became 
VOL. IV. F ncceflarjf 
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ncceflary to place an intelligent female 
at the head of my houfehold ; and the 
perfon of whom I made choice was Ma- 
rianne. The father of this young perfon 
had lately died, and left her without re- 
source ; (he therefore thankfully accept- 
ed the offer of fuperintending my .houfe- 
hold— happy if her excellent heart had 
not felt too much gratitude for fo fmall a 
benefit 1 Marianne's fociety had at firft 
no influence whatever upon- my ftudies, 
which were my cxclufive pafiion. But 
the inexhauftible goodncfs of her heart, 
the gentlenefs of her manners, the fenfi- 
bility of her looks, her minute and de- 
licate attentions towards me^ foon be- 
came prefent to my mind in the folitude 
of my cabinet, and even in the filence 
of the night. I accuftomed myfelf too 
foon to kifs the hand which referved for 
me the choiceft fruits, to liften to a pa- 
thetic voice which fpoke more to my 
heart than to my fenfes, and gaze upon 

a charm- 
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a charming countenance where I always 
obferved an exprcffion of anxiety to con- 
tribute to my happinefs. When I read 
Horace, Marianne was my Lalagej and 
when I tranflated Ovid, (he became my 
Corinna. fn (hort, by means of little at- 
tentions on one fide, and gratitude on the 
other, without eixher of us being feducers 
or feduced, we loved each other paf- 
fionately, and we forgot ourfelves. — Wc 
had already forgotten the r^ft of tiie uni- 
verfe ! 

** A few months of happinefs hadelap* 
fed, when the tears of Marianne warned 
me that that happinefff was on the wing j 
Marianne was in a ftate of pregnancy. 
Could I, as the price of fo many facri- 
fices, condemn her to infamy ? Could I 
imprint an indelible (lain upon her mo* 
deft brow ? Could I aggravate her dif- 
grace by revealing what I had fo power- 
ful an intereft tO' conceal ? Could I exr 
xricate myfclf from thofe cruel perplexi- 
F a ties 



( lOO ) 

ties by a bafe flight, and abandon my 
child and its mother, when the impe- 
rioxis cry of both called upon me to pre- 
fcrve their honour and their life ?— Ma- 
rianne obtained every thing, becaufe (he 
exaded nothing. I took the firm refo* 
ludon to repair my fault by guarding 
my fecret till deaths and 1 became the 
hufcand of Marianne. — I lived about 
twenty years in the facred ties of mar- 
riage, and was bled with a Ton who inhe- 
rited all the virtues of his mother. . 

•* My eftabliftiment became more and 
more flourifliing under the infpedion of 
Marianne. -"— Ah ! if chance (hould ever 
lead you to the town where we had our 
dwelling, you will perceive at the men- 
tion of pur names the tears of gratitude 
with which its ruftic inhabitants honour 
her virtues ! 

*' All my wiflies were fatisfied, old age 
advanced with gentle fteps, and my fitua- 
tion appeared to me on& of thofe dreams 

of 
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of bleffednefs from which wc fear to be 
awakened. 1 hat fatal moment at length 
arrived. A dangerous malady made me 
perceive the grave opening to receive 
me, and this image purfued me ftill more 
forcibly during a flow and painful reco- 
very. I found myfelf affailed by a 
crowd of ideas which I thought I had 
renounced for* ever ; and while I was ia 
tbk (late, the houfehold-affairs obliged 
» Marianne to leave me one whole day in 
folitude. My brain grew heated, my 
fick imagination Taw every thing in its 
darkeil colouring. I fancied that deep 
abyflcs were opening before me, and 
that avepging thunders rolled around 
my head. Every text of fcripture which 
prcfenied a God terrible in vengeance 
to the profane, recurred to my memory : 
larofe mechanically, and, throwing my- 
felf at the foot of a crofs which my fcho- 
brs had decorated for the day of my tu- 
telar faint, bathed it with my tears. I 
F 3 formed 
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formed a thoufand refolutions which I 
inftantly rejefted, but at length I made 
a foletnn vow to abandon my prefent 
fiatcofUfe. 

«* I found a pretext for a journey in 
order tp confifnx my health by the falu- 
brious air of our mountains, but with 
the fecret intention to travel to the ca- 
pital of the province; where I was 
enabled to obtain information re* 
fpefting my native town, and heard 
wirii great joy that one of ray college 
companions bad become grand'vicar, 
and firft confidant to the archbifliop of 
mydiocefe. To him I addreffed myfelf 
in a long letter, in which I recounted 
my whole hiftory, my weakneffes, my 
remorfe, and called upon his ancient 
friendfhip to aflift me with his counfels. 
After haying difpatched my letter,,! felt' 
my mind relieved, and •determined to 
end my days in repentance, and to die in 
peace. 

^^ Thofc 
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'* Thofe foothing ideas reftored my 
former health and vigour; and even that 
gaiety which was natural to my difpofi- 
tion. — I no longer confidercd Marianne 
as a wife, but as an indulgent friend de- 
ftined to fcatter fome fljwers along my 
path, before fhe ftrewed them upon my 
grave, I returned home, but nay ima- 
gination followed my letter through all 
the towns by which It was to pafs; ITaw 
it reach the hands of my friend ; I paint- 
ed to myfelf the emotion with which it 
was received ; and I never walked out 
without enquiring of Marianne, at my re- 
turn, if the poll had arrived, ^utthe en- 
quiry was repeated in vain i five months 
had elapfed fmce my letter was dif- 
patched, and 1 had renounced all hope 
of an anfwer, when one evening two 
ftrangers entered my dwelling. There 
^appeared nothing lingular in their vifit, 
fince I was in the habit pf receiving at , 
mj^houfc the relations of the children 
F 4 who 
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who were confided to my care, and ihey 
told us they had come for the purpofc of 
placing their fons at my fchool* And 
yet a feeling of inquietude hung upon ^ 
my hearty which all my efforts could not 
reprefs. The eyes of the travellers were 
often fixed upon me, and they feemed to 
read in mine what was pafllng in my fouK 
When fu|)per was over, Marianne left 
us in order to prepare the ftrangers* a- 
partments. She had no fooner depart- 
ed, than one of my guefts arofe with 
fome folemnity, walked to the door^ 
which he double-locked, and then turn- 
ed towards me, and Jiolding out his 
hand, called me by my real name — that 
name which during thirty years I had 
never heard pronounced. 1 was unable 
to anfwer; my lips loft the power of 
utterance : the ftrariger preffed me to his 
bofom, and declared that he and his 
companion were both my nephews. A 
violent beating at my heart was fucceed- 

e.d 



( I05 ) 

ed by fudden faintings, and I fimk fcnfc- 
lefs in my nephew's arms. The firft ob- 
jedt which (truck my fight when I reco- 
vered my fenfes was Marianne, who was 
rubbing my hands in hers, and bathing 
my face with fpirituous waters ; while at 
times (he cad a look of inquietude upoa 
the ftrangers. 

*' I paflcd the night in the moft violent 
agitation. What moft afFefted me was 
the fate of Marianne ; of that tender, that 
faithful friend, who during twenty- fivd 
years had (hed the moft foothing charm. 
on my cxifteace ! How could my- bar- 
barous hand tear away the veil which 
would expofe her to (hame and difho- 
nour ? ^ And yet/ I exclaimed, * if Ihe 
muft die, let her receive the ftroke from 
the land Ihe 'loves f Ic will feem to her 
lefs terrible/ — 1 told her the horriblcr. 
recompenfe which was refcrved for all 
her facrifices.— ^ Oh my child !* flieex> 
claimed— This was all flie uttered — but a 
F 5 fatlicr 
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father only can fee! the pangs which thefe 
words communicated to my heart. 

*' My nephews informed me th^t my 
family had long believed I was dead, and 
that nothing could exceed their aftonilli- 
ment when the grand-vicar, having called 
them together, and obliged them to take 
an oath of fecrecy, made known to them 
the contents of my letter. After a long 
deliberation, it was agreed upon to cir- 
culate the report that I had paflcd many 
years in a diftant province, but v^ithout 
telling where, or by what means I had 
provided for my fubfiftence. The grand- 
vicar undertook fny reconciliation with 
the archbifhop, and my nephews were 
fent to conduft me to my native town, 
and were enjoined to treat Marianne 
with every mark of confideration and re- 
fpeft. 

** Having made known in the village, 

that indifpenfable bufinefs compelled me 

to take a long journey with my nephews ; 

4 my 
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my foDj who had now attained his twen- 
ty-fecond year, and who was diftin- 
guifhed by his talents as well as by his 
virtues, was at my defirc appointed la 
fucceed me in my office. 

** Spare me, my dear friend, the detail 
of my parting with Marianne. I then be. 
lieved our feparation to be final, and I 
am unable to bear the pangs of that re- 
coUedion. 

*^ I received the moft delicate marks of 
attention and kindnefs from my family, 
and the grand-vicar obtained my recon- 
ciliation with the church. I paffed fome 
months in a religious houfc, in order to 
weep over my crimes. A living became 
vacant, with which the cardinal who go- 
verned my diocefe, and who knew my 
ftory, prcfemed me, faying, * Do not 
forget to inform Marianne of your fitua- 
tion." A (horjj time after, I was permitted 
. to receive Marianne into my family. She 
was no longer my wife, but (he was ftill 
F6 the 
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the moft tender of friends, who watche4 
with unwearied folicitude over the infii^- 
niities of my age, and fmoothed.mypaf- 
fage to the grave. 

'* Some months fince our tranquillity 
was difturbed by the arrival of Jacobin 
commiflarjes in the town. I remonftra- 
ted againft their ferocious meafures; I 
oppofed their injuftice with all my in- 
fluence, which was confiderable: they 
declared my humanity to be counter-re- 
volutionary, and fent me to a prifon in 
the department; where finding that I 
was treated with fome indulgence, they 
caufed me to be transferred to Paris, and 
placed in this abode of horror. 

^* Thither I was followed by the com* 
panion of my life, by my faithful Mari- 
anne. She would have (bared my pri- 
fon, had flie not been obliged to pre- 
ferve her freedom, in ordcnco providcfor 
my fubfiftence; the feals of the nation 
being placed on all my little property. 

But 
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Btit you may perceive that I find no di* 
minution of the comforts my age re- 
quires ; thofe comforts my admirable 
friend fiipplies with the labour of her. 
hands. It is (he who is the daily bearer 
of that bafker, which (he toils to reple^ 
Ti\(hy and which I have in vain refufed 
to receive. Her life was once devoted 
to my happinefs, (he now lives but to 
alleviate my fufferings. Alas, my dear- 
eft ffiend, my beloved Marianne, the 
attempt is vain !— Separated from you, 
life is a burden which I long to lay 
down — and the only evil that I dread is 
that of fuiviving you. Alas, 1 fear your 
infirm frame will fink beneath its wretch- 
ed nefs, and that, before the ftroke of the 
executioner has reached me, Marianne 
will be no more !"— The old man^s emo- 
tion choked his utterances the tears fell 
faft down his wrinkled cheeks } and it 
required all the efforts of Monfiemr 
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P ' / ■■■< *s frtendfliip to reanimate his fink- 
ing fpirits. 

A few weeks after this period, the 
^prieft was furprifed that one morning the 
baikec of provifions did not arrive at 
the ufual hour* As the day advanc€^, 
the old man's uneafinefs incrcifed — it 
was not the lofs of his repaft that aifeft- 
ed him, but the idea that fome evil had 
befallen Mariaone.— He wearied him- 
felf in going the round of conjecture ; 
the evening came, and brought no ti- 
dings of Marianne— At length the prifoo- 
gates were clofed.for the night, which 
the old man pafled without fleep. The 
next morning the bafket arrived, which 
the prieft eagerly opened ; but he per» 
ccivcd at the firft glance, that it had not 
been arranged by the careful hand of 
Marianne. A little billet which (he had 
written was found in the baiket-*- She 
begged him to be x:omfortcd-*.but (he 

could 
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could not con<;eal from hitn, thats having 
been denounced as a&natic,(he had been 
arrefled, and fent to prifpn. Alt, (he faid^ 
that afFefted her, that wrung her heart 
with anguilh, was, that the could no longer 
fupply his daily wants— yet (he trufted 
that fome charitable foul Would be found 
in the prifon, who would furhifli him with 
his fcanty meal — Heaven, (he hoped, 
would reward thofe who fuccoured him! 
She hoped alfo that they Ihould meet 
again on earth— or, if that was denied, 
(he would pray to God that they might 
meet in heaven. The old prieft lifted 
up his eyes, and cried, '* Thy will be 
done!'* But thefe tidings afFedled his 
frame fo fenfibly, that he could no long- 
er raife himfelf from his bed of ftraw, ^ 
where he lay without uttering a com- 
plaint, waiting for deliverance in death. 

Monfieur P carefully fupplicd 

him with the few things of which he 
ftood in need, till tbe period when an 

equally 
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equality of mifcr y was eftablifticd in the 
name of the gamelk, and the benevolent 
were deprived of the laft confolation 
which bad been left them, that of ailifting 
the unfortunate. 

The old prieft pafled fome weeks with- 
out receiving any tidings of Marianne;. 
when one evening the door of his grated 
chamber was. opened, and "Marianne apr 
peared. She flew to her friend, and hung 
upon his neck in filence. In the .fight 
of Marianne the old man feemed to find 
a renovation of exiftencc. A thoufand and 
a thoufand times he bleflcd her, and gave 
way to the mod unbounded tranfporr. 

But Mr P , who^vvas the witnefs c£ 

the fccne, obferved that, while he re- 
peatedly declared that he fhould no long- 
er repine at his dungeon, fince Marianne 
would be near, (he anfwered faintly^ and 
with evident embarraflment, Monfieur 
P " ■ found means to fpeak to her a- 
lone^ and Marianne informed him that 

(he 
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fljc had only been transferred to that 
prifon in order to appear before the re- 
volutionary tribunal, on account of fome 
imprudent cxpreffions of which (be' had 
made ufe, upon feeing an incident which 
had juft taken place at the prifon of the 
Luxembourg, where (he had been con- 
fined. One of her fellow-prifoners, who 
was an old man of the name of Fene- 
lon, the nephew of the celebrated arch- 
bi(hop of Cambray, had the day before 
received his aA of accufation, aind was 
led into the court-yard of the prifon, in 
ofder to be placed in one of thofc co* 
vered carts, or hcarfes, which conducted 
the vidims of Robefpierre from the 
other prifons of Paris, to the Concicr- 
gerie, the antichamber of the tomb. . 

The old man who was now devoted 
to death was the Jonas Hanway of Pa^ 
ris. He had been the general proteftor 
of the Savoyards, and had provided for 
their inftrudlion as well as their wants. 

It 
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It happened that one of the turnkeys at 
the Luxembourg was a Savoyard : and 
no fooner did he fee his bcnefaftor, the 
common friend of his countrymen, 
brought into the court -yard in order to 
be transferred to the revolutionary tribu- 
nal» than be flew towards him, preiTed 
him in his arms, and bathed him whh 
his tears. He held back the gendarme * 
who tried to haften him away, called 
him again and again his father, and pre* 
vented him from advancing to the cart. 
•* Be comforted," faid /the venerable 
old man : ^^ death is not an evil to him 
who can no longer do good. Adieu, my 
friend! Adieu, Jofephl Think fometimesof 
me — ^^ Oh, I will never forgetyou!*' cried 
Jofeph, who ftill clung to the old man 
till the keeper of the prifon, apprized of 
the fcene that was paffing, appeared, and 
Jofeph was torn from his benefactor. 

Marianne was affeded at the fight of 
this aged vidim, whofe figure recalled 

to 
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to her mind the image of her friend : 
but the interview which took place be- 
tween him and the Savoyard excited 
cmoiions which (he had fcarcely power 
lo fuftain ; and when flie faw the Savoy-^ 
ard rudely torn from him whom be called 
his father, her burfting heart could n6 
Icfngerfupprefsits indignation. Unmind« 
ful of her fituatioRi (he gave vent to 
the feelings of her foul, and called upon 
the vengeance of Heaven againft the re^ 
morCelefi tyrantsof her country. When 
(he loweft murnrlur was a crime, when 
.the flighted complaint was counter- revo* 
lutionary, it was not likely that the un* 
guarded exclamations which defpair had 
wrung from the heart of Marianne 
(hould pafs unnoticed. She was imme- 
diately removedtotheConciergerie; and 
a few nights after her arrival, a huiflSer 
knocked at the door of the cell, andjj 
calling her by her name, prefented her 

with 
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with a paper which contained her aft of 
accufatibn, and which fummoned her 
the day after the morrow to the tribunaU 
The old man beard the fatal mandate^ 
which deprived him of his laft ftay on 
earth, with angui(h that refufed all con- 
folation except in the hope of death, 
which indeed Teemed, ready tp come M 
his relief; for during" the courfe of the 
following day he was feized with lon^ 
fucceffive faintinga, and fometimes he 
czprejSed a hope that that night, the 
lafl: which Marianne ^ had to live, would 
terminate hi$ life, and that (he would yet 
be near him at his parting moments. 
From this ftpuggle of private forrow, 
the attention of the prifoners was fudden- 
ly roufed fcy the beatiag to arms, and the 
found of the toefin, which rung the^ 
kncU of the tyrant. The next day the 
revolutionary tribunal was fufpended, 
Marianne was fnatcbed from death, and 

foOA 
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foon after, together with the old pricft, 
was fet at liberty. The fequeftration 
was taken off his little property, and a 
gleam of joy once more vifited his bo» 
fom, and foothed the infirmities of his 
age. 
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HILE thefeafts of national jufticc 
took place at Paris, and the convention 
was puftied on by the people to remedy 
the evils it had done and permitted ; that 
country which had been more than any 
other the fcene of blood, where civil war 
had fo long ereded its deftroying ftand* 
ard — the Vendee fubmitted, and became 
an integral part of the republic. The roy- 
alifts, after their defeat by Wcftermann, 
and their paffage acrofs the Loire, when, 
having railed thefiegeof Granville, they 
fled from the fea-coaft, and retreated to 
their woods, or difbanded, ftill main- 
tained the fpirit of hoftility to the go- 
vernment. The convention, a few 
months after the fall of Robefpierrc, 
publi(h«d a proclamation addrefied to 

all 
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all who had taken part in the revolt, bpth 
in the Vendee and Britany, in wbich^ 
after painting to them the deplorable 
ftate to which they were now reduced, 
pardon, protcftion, and friendlhip were 
held out in exchange for the fire, the 
profcription and carnage which had fo 
long defolated thofe unhappy provinces. ^ 
The convention adopted the meafure of 
thcmfelves addrcfling the royalifts, " be* 
caufe," fays the reporter, Carnot, '* they 
have been fo often deceived, that they 
can give no faith to any more promifes, 
iinlcfs the convention, by an authentic 
Bifl, infpire them with confidence, and 
bring to the arms of the republic thofe 
who were mifled,.and who arie now de- 
firous of reconciliation/* 

The publication of this amncfty was 
attended apparently with the. moft happy 
effects. The proclamation was made in 
the month of January, and in the be- 
ginning of March the royalift^chiefs ac- 

ccpted 
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itfepted the pardon that was ofTered^ and 
promifed to yield up their arms, and 
fubmic to the laws and government of 
the republic. So fincere did this recon- 
ciliation feem on their part, that the two 
chiefs who had moft fignalized them- 
felves for valour, Gharette and Cormar- 
tin, threatened the refradory with the 
whole weight of their republican refent- 
ment, if they did not fubmit to the con- 
ditions offered. Thefe conditions were 
folemnly accepted and figned at Nantes^ 
and the reprefentatives who aiSfted at 
the ceremony were hailed by the royalift 
generals as the " friends of juftice, hu- 
manity and goodnefs, the common fa* 
thcrs of their country /' and were in- 
vited by them " to vifit their defolated 
land, to re-animate induftry, to encou- 
rage labour, to tear off the veil of mourn- 
ing, and receive the benedidtions of tliofe 
for whofe happinefs they had provided.*' 
The convention performed at this pc* 

riod 
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riod a fignal aft of juftice, by decreeing 
that the eftates of thofe perfofts who had 
been condemned by the revolutionary 
tribunal after the 31ft of May fliould 
be reftored to their families. This re- 
turn to the principles of hunianity ex- 
cited general fatisfaftion. All rejoiced 
that the orphans of murdered parents 
were at leaft refcued from the miferies 
of want, and that the only reparation 
which was left to offer them was made. 
But although fome portion of mifery 
was thus lightened, there were among 
the children of thofe unfortunate perfons 
many who had no landed inheritance to 
claim, mafty who depended upon thfc 
lives of their parents for fupport, and 
^who, after their death, were driven from 
their homes, and expofed to the horrors 
of want, the evils of dependence, or the 
•anguifti of defpair. 

A family, whofe chief fatisfadion arifes 
from the performance of thofe ads of be- 
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•ncvolence which fortune has placed in 
their power, had afforded relief to a wi* 
tiow and her daughter in their neigh* 
bourhood, who were in great indigence* 
One day, when the lady of this family 
went to vifit the objefts of her bounty> 
ihe found a lovely young woman at work 
with them, who, it was evident from her 
converfation and manners, had been ac^ 
cuftomed to the higher claffes of fociety. 
She appeared to be in ill health, and 
under the oppreflion of deep melan- 
choly. The lady, though anxious to know 
thecaufeof thisdejefition, fuppreffed her 
curiofity from the fear of wounding her 
feelings. The poor widow, however, 
who did not underftand this delicacy, 
felt no embarraffment in faying to the 
lady, " I fufFer lefs for myfelf, madam, 
than for thi$ young perfon, whom I have 
adopted, and given to my daughter as a 
fitter. She has not, like us, paffed her 
life in indigence 5 (he has been accuf- 

tomed 
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temed to* better days ; and though flie ' 
never complains, but labours, without 
ccafing, with us to procure our fcanty 
meal, we know that Ihe muft feel a thou- 
fand hardftiips to which we are infenfiblc, 
Her father'* [at that name the young 
lady's tears fell faft upon her work] — 
" her father was put to death by the 
revolutionary tribunal. Poor man !— 
they feized all his property in the coun-- 
try, they ftripped him of every thing, 
and then dragged him in the midft of 
laft winter to Paris to be tried. His 
daughter followed him on foot. Deli- 
cate as (he appears, (he found fufficient 
ftrength to walk fifty lexigues, and ac- 
conlpany the can in which he was brought 
with feveral other prifoners. It was (he 
who, in the different towns through which 
they pafTed, prepared his food, and beg- , 
ged fotnetimes a blanket, fometimes a 
little ftraw to cover him in the dungeons 
where he was forced to pafs the nights.. 
.> G 2 She 
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She never ceafe4 to follow and confole 
him, till they reached the Conciergerie, 
when flic could fee him ho more. For 
three months this poor young lady 
watched from morning till night, at the 
doors of the committees, in order, as the 
tnembers paflcd, to plead for her aged 
father. Sometimes they made her per- 
fidious promifes, and fometimes . they 
jried to terrify her with threats. At 
length her father appeared, before the 
bloody tribunal : he gould have proved 
that they had miftaken him for another 9 
but the execrable Dumas, who prefided, 
would not fufFer him to fpeak 1 When 
he was condemned to die, his daughter, 
who was prefent, gave a (hriek, and was 
inftantly dragged out of the court. Her 
father faw her,— * Oh ! my child,' he 
cried, * I muft leave you then to dc* 
fpair, to all the horrors of wanti* And 
flie h^ indeed, nuidam, fuffered much 1 
•i— -The hope of. bdog ufeful to her father 
J fupported 
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fupported her while he lived ; but the 
night after his executian we heard her, , 
for flie lodge^d in the next room to u$^ 
heave fuch moans as pierced our hearts^ 
We heard her callupon her father a thou^ 
fand times in fuch accents, that, in Ihort^ 
my daughter could bear it no longer; 
and hurrying on her clothes Qie forced 
her way inta the ftranger's room, and 
tried lo give her comfort; but all (he 
could do was to weep with her.— Since 
that time I have perfuadcd, indeed I 
iave forced, her to live with us, that (he 
might not be left alone to her defpain 
She has fome friends in the province 
where flie lived, who would perhaps give . 
her flicker : but (lie has no longer (Irength 
to make the journey on foot, and fiie has 
HP refources, having long ago fold her 
watch and all her little trinkets to fup- 
ply her father with food.^ 

The poor woman here paufed, and 
there was a filence which the tears of her 
G 3. auditorsL 
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auditors left them for fome time no power 
to interrupt. The la^ly, who had heard 
this ftory of misfortune with alLthe emo- 
tions of fympathy, gave this virtuous 
and unhappy young woman an a(}^luni 
in her lioufe, and fought to foothe her 
forrows by the moft tender attentions of 
friendftiip. But her fuccour came too 
late to heal a broken heart, and reftore a 
frame wafted by fatigue, anguifh, and 
want, A few weeks after fhe had found 
the hofpitable (belter which was now af- 
forded her, this martyr of filial piety 
followed her father to the grave. 

Nor can we find relief in the reflexion, 
that this unfortunate young woman was 
a folitary vidlim ; we know, that during 
the reign of thefe bloody men, whorob- 
bed the orphan of his right, multitudes 
,in the bloom of youthful beauty have 
felt her forrows, and have (hared her 
fate. 

Peace with the royalifts in the Vendee 

was 
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was followed by peace with Pruflia.— 
This power, which, contrary to its babit& 
an4 its interefts, had leagued itfclf with 
Auftria in the invafion of France, was 
the firft of the coalition to fue for peace i 
fince the duke of Tufcany could fcarcely 
be called a part of the coalition) having 
declared that he M'as drivea into hoftili- 
ties by the menaces of higher powers. 

The French republic had now'arriv- 
ed at a pitch of glory unequalled in the 
annals of modern hiftory. Inftead of fee-^ 
- ing t-hcir enemies, as in-the beginning of 
the war, advancing through an, almofl: 
impregnable frontier, to the heart of the 
republic, the French were in tranquil 
poflcffion of all the Auftrian dominions 
on this fide of the Rhine, which they 
baj made the boundary of their con- 
quefts. Holland, from an boftile and 
conquered country, had become an ally ; 
Spain, who beheld the. republicans in 
poiTeflion of the eaftern part of the king^ 
G4 dom^ 
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iom, and marching to the gates of Ma- 
drid, was trying to avert the calamity by 
timely fubmiffion; while Italy trembled 
for its political exiftence. The only 
enemy that France had to dread, was 
that fpirit of favage mi&ule and anarchy 
ivhich the daemon of Jacobinifm had 
raifed^ and which had transformed the 
cradle of infant liberty into a den of 
defolation and carnage. 

Although the late attempts cf the Ja- 
cobins on the 1 2th and 13th of Germi- 
nal were cruflied, their punifiiment had 
been too flight to fcrve as a warning 
againft future infurreftions. The con- 
vention, after that revolt, which the Ja- 
cobins had excited in order to fnatcb 
their chiefs, Coliot d*Herbois, Billaud 
Varcnn^s, and Barrere from puniQimcnt^ 
had had the weaknefs to fhriqk/rom their 
trial, and had fent them by a decree 
into bani(hment. Like Hannibal, the 
convention knew how to conquer, but 

knew 
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knew not how, to take advantage of their 
vidtory. Cambon and T4iuriot, whofe 
arreft had been Qecrecd, but who had 
concealed themfelves in the fauxbourg 
Antoine, were indefatigable in exciting 
another infurreftioA, which they hoped 
might be attended with naorc aufpicioul 
fcfuhs. The conjunftarc' was Favoitt* 
able, iince the fcarcity of bread, which 
was the pretence alleged for the laft rti- 
volt, had 1 incrcafcd, and the Jacobin 
emiflarks found little diffictfity in per-^ 
fuading the people of th^ fauxbobfgs^, 
who were fuffering the mod cruel priva- 
tions, and whofe tempers were (harpened 
by diftrefs, that the fenate was charge^ 
able with the publifc mifericsr while in 
truth ihofe evils were the confcqueiice of 
the late fyftem of tyranny, the fatal ef- 
fects of which the people were con- 
demned to feel after their tyrants were 
overthrown, and which the legiflaturc 
had no immediate power to temedy. 

G s: Early 
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Early on the morning of the firft of 
Prairial, the fauxbourg Antoine rung 
the tocfin, and beat tJo arms. At the 
fame time they diftribifted with profu- 
fion in the ftreets a printed manifefto, 
entitled^ " The infurredtion of the peo- 
ple for bread and the recovery of their 
rights.*' In this declaration they repre- 
fented that the government fufFered the 
people to pcriQi with hunger; that it 
had arbitrarily imprifoned the moft zea- 
lous patriots, that part of the military 
force, having the fame conviftion with, 
tbemfelves^, had refufed allegiance to the 
convention, and that infurredion now 
became the mofl facred of duties; in 
confequence of which^ they refolvedihat 
that very day the citizens of every age 
and both fexes (hould march againft the 
national convention, to demaild breadj 
the abolition of revolutionary govern- 
ment, the conftitution of 1793, the re- 
placing of the prcfent members of the 

v committees 



conxmittees of government by othec 
' members of the convention, the arreft 
of all who had (harcd in the tyranny ex- 
ercifed fince the loth of Thermidor,, 
the liberty of the imprifoncd patriots, 
and the convocation of the primary a{^ 
femblies^ They promifed that all due 
refpeft fhould be paid to the national 
rcprefentation^ provided care was taken 
to enfure the fuccefs of their meafures,. 
f«ch as putting the people in poffeffipn 
• of the telegraph, (hutting the barriers, 
arrefting refraftory citizens, and fof- 
pending every adminiftrative power* 

The convention in anfwer decreed,, 
that the city of Paris flvould- be refpon- 
fible for any attempt againft the legiflar 
tlve body ; that the citizens (hould indi^ 
vidually repair to their feftions to wait 
the orders of government, and that the 
chiefs of the revolt Ihould be outlawed, 
under which title fliould be coniprifed 
the firft twenty who (hould head any 
G ft column^ 
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<!olurtin. A proclamation was made by 
the convention to the people, and the 
direftion of the military force was con- 
fided to feveral reprefentativcs. 

Scarcely had the convention publiftied 
this manifefto, when.the infurgents made 
their appearance, headed as ufual by 
women, who filled the tribunes, and paf- 
fages leading into the afitmbly, with vo- 
ciferations for bread and a conftitution ; 
but whofc furious looks and menacing 
gefturcs indicated more ftrongly a thirft 
for blood. The prefident, Boifly d^An- 
glas, ordered the tribunes to be cleared, 
i<^hich the military ^ffedted; and tranquil- 
lity was reftored. The calm was of 
Ibort duration ; for in a few moments, 
re-inforced by frefli numbers, the great 
door of the convention was burft open 
by the rebels, and the troops were forced 
to give way. 

Feraud, a member of the convention, 
eftimable for his virtues, and diltinguilli* 

ed 
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id for hrs courage, who had juft return* 
ed from the army of the Mofelle, where 
he h^d led the republican troops to vic- 
tory — ^Feraud. without arms, and almoft 
alone^ advanced towards the furious, 
multitude^ and conjured them to refpefb 
die fenate, and to fave the republic^ 
** J'ai 6te plus d'une fois," cried he, 
" atteint du fer de Tennemi; voila moft 
fcin cpuvert de cicatrices! Je voua a- 
bandonne ma viet frappez^; mais ne 
profanez pas le fanftuaire des lois*/* 
The people refufed to liften to bim ; he- 
then thtew hknfelf at their feet; he con- 
jured, he implored them to defift; hcb 
declared thai if thef pafled* it ihould be 
over his body« But he.fpoke in vain, and 
the furious crowd wexe on ihe point of 
trampling him under their feet,, whea 

* *^ More than once the fword of the enemy ha» 
reached me j here i« my breaft covered trith fears ^ 
I abandon my life to you 3 firike; but do Bot pro« 
^ fime^thc fiem^iuiuy of the laWi." 

he 
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he was with difficulty refcued by his 
friends. 

A' multitude of men and women- 
ruflied into the hall ; the guard formed 
a line before the reprefentatives, and 
obliged the crowd to recede ; but they 
foon returned with frefli fury to the 
<riiarge. They were again repulfcd by 
the deputies Anguis and Feraud at the- 
head of a nuinerous battalion, by whom 
ihey werepurfued, and fome of their chiefs. 
arretted. In the mean time the crowds 
alTembled round the convention in- 
creafed every moment, and became 
more and more tumultuous. The men' 
had written on their hats *' Bread, and 
the conftitution of i793»'* Some bat* 
talions of the feftions arrived to proteft 
the convention ; but their numbers were, 
few, and. there was a want of militaiy 
order. . The battalions moft to be de- ^ 
pended oh had Been ftationed at poils 
diftgnt from the daiiger, while among^ 

thofe 
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ihofe which furraunded the conveiHioi>,' 
fome participated in tlie fpirit of fcdi- 
tion which they were called upon to 
fubdue. The gendarmes on this occa- 
iion (hewed themfelvcs fit for the office 
they had held oijbirri of Robefpierre and 
the guillotine* Even the cavalry feem-' 
cd difpofed to yield to the torrent j and 
fome of thefoldicrs, difmounting, declare 
cd, " that they would fight the enemy 
upon the frontier, but that they would 
not fire upon the people." 

The funereal founds of the tocfia were 
mingled with the claQiing of pikes and 
bayonets, the favage cries of the multi- 
tude, and the difcharge of mufqiictry. 
which was fired upon the convention. 
In this attack the rebels had the advan- 
tage, the guard was vidtorioufly repulfed, 
the crowd ruflied into the hall; and the 
tribunes, the bar, the feats of the legiila- 
tors, were filled with armed men. The 
prefident gave fome orders ta (be adju« 

tant- 
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unt-general Liebault» whom the crowd 
perceived as he pafled along, and thirty 
£ibres were lifted againfl him. Feraud 
few lus danger/ and flew to fuccour hinu 
He rprang between liiai and his aflfaf&ns 
with his arms extended^ and without any 
weapon of defence^ and was himfeif in- 
ftantly wounded. He fell at the foot of 
the tribune without uttering a com- 
plaint; there he was pierced with a 
thoufand ftrokes of pikes and bayonets ;; 
and after being dragged by his hair into 
a paflage leading from the hall^ his head 
was fevered from his body, borne upon a 
pike into the hal), and placed as a trophy 
before the prefident. The unfortunate 
Feraud had faid to fbme of his col^* 
leagues on the morning of the firH dl 
-Prairial, " If it is true th^ I have ferved 
my country, I a& but one recompenib 
of thecoavemion-^che periniifian, wheft 
iranquilHty is rc^eftabliftiedy to go and 
pafs a £(W days A the fdot oi ibe Py- 
renees, 
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Tcnccs, with my aged father/' " Un- 
happy youth!*' exclaims Louvet, in 
his funeral oration upon Feratul, *' un- 
happy youth ! Thou wilt revifit no more 
thy mountains, nor thy valley of Aure^ 
nor the fortunate banks of the Nkfte 
and the Adour ! Thoi^ wilt fee no more 
the maid to whom thou wert betrothed! 
And never, never wilt thou again eiti« 
brace thy veneijible father V* 

Several piftol-fliot were fired at the 
prefident, BoiiTy d' Anglas, but happily 
with no ikilful haad. Nothing could 
be more admirable than his behaviour 
in the trying circumftances in which he 
was placed* Menaced with inftant death 
if he refufed to fandtion the incendiary 
decrees which were ptopofed by the in- 
furgents, he remained calm and immove^ 
able^ declared that life to him was of 
little value, preftntcd his bread to the 
afiaffins who furroundcd him, but in^ 
flexibly refufed to give his fignaturc; 

and 
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and became by this honourable refin- 
ance the fayiour of his country* 

The mob took their feats, and confti- 
tuted themfelws into a deliberating 
body : butrefiefting that they themfelves 
had not the power of decifion, they de* 
termined that the deputies who remained 
faithful -at their poft (hould decide on 
what they had debated. As the hall 
was fo crowded, it was difficult to 
difcover the perfons who had the right of 
voting, till a member of the mob very 
ingenioufly fuggelled,' that ibofe who 
were deputies of the aflembly (hould de«» 
fcend into the middle of the ha.ll, before 
the chair, and there give the faodion to 
the deliberations of the people. Ac- 
cordingly the Jacobin deputies, who re- 
tnained iathe hall, which the reft had 
quitted, ranged themfelves in files be- 
tween rows of armed men, and voted 
the inCtant liberation of the patriots^ and 
cf the deputies arrefted on the 12th of 

Germinal, 
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Germinal, domiciliary vifits in fejirch of 
fubfiftence, the repeal of the law againft 
ierroriJlSf the renewal of the committees 
of general-fafety, the arrcft of the pre- 
fent members, and their places to be 
filled up by fome of thofe who were 
now voting. 

The committee of general-fafety fent 
a deputation to' this new committee and 
their conftitttents ; but they were ilU 
treated, and not fuffered to fpeak* While 
the new powers were deliberating how 
to prevent the committees, whom fince 
their own nomination by the people 
they called ufurpers^ from making ano- 
ther. 12th of Germinal, aad were pro- 
ceeding to put them under a;rreftj in 
order to prevent their own, they were 
met at the door by Legetndfe with ano- 
ther deputation, who were better pre- ' 
pared to enforce their arguments than 
thelaft. A. battle immediately enfiied, 
and after fome rcfiftance the infurgcni$ 

fled; 
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fledi but rallied foon after, and in their 
turn drove back the citizens* While 
they were enjoying their triumph, and 
the Jacobin deputies were finging the 
viftory, thc^ pas' de charge was heard; 
and the Cries of ** Vive la convention T** 
** Down with the Jacobins ! -^ refounded^ 
through the building. The citizens had 
received a reinforcement, while many of 
the rebels, overcome with fetigue orinc* 
bfieiy, and fatisficd with the triumphs of 
the d;^^, had at night returned to theic 

* In the frequeiit infurredions wbkh have takei^ 
place at Paris fince the revolutioni it has been ob^ 
lerved that the people have altRrays difperfed at their 
vTual hour of reft. The fame obfervation was made 
a century ago by the Cardinal dc Retz, who had 
been ordered by the court to difperfethe crowd oa 
the lirft day of the infurreftioa of the Fronde. " It 
coft mc very h'^ttk trouble," fays he, " becaufe it wa«. 
near the hour of fupper." This may appear ridicu- 
lou8« but it is true ; and I have obfenred that, in po*^ 
^ular commotiona at Paris, the moll heated of the 
tQob will iwt what they cally? d^benrcr.^* 

bonres. 
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Glomes. RccoUedling all ihe horrors 
conneftcd with Jacobin tyranny, the ci» 
tizens ruflicd on the infurgcnts,* foon 
cleared the hall of the mob^ and over- 
2turned their new-^fangled government. 

An interregnum lafted from three in 
^xhe morning till ten, wl^en th^ c-Qnvention 
refuraed itsfiuingj and, after declaring 
the nullity of the decrees paffed by the 
Jacobin deputies, ordered twelve of them, 
amongft which were the ncw-e'lefted 
governors, into immediate arreft. The 
following day, thefe, with twelve others 
of the rebel- deputies, were ordered to be 
fcnt to the tribunals, on the charge of 
treafon. 

The Jacobins, though they had been 
defeated the preceding night, did not 
give up the caufe, but rallied in the 
feuxbourg^, and the following after- 
noon returned to the charge. They had 
now thrown afide the guife of petitioners, 
and.had roufed their patriotifm to the 

execution 
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ttecution of \'alorous deeds. Having 
tak^n undiflurbed poffcffion of the Ca- 
roufcl, ihey pointed their cannon againft 
tlie haD of the convention, which they 
imagined would be a fufEciently ftrong 
hint to the members of the purpofe of 
their vifit. The citizens of Paris, who 
had flown to the affiflance of the legifla- 
ture on the firft fummons, fatisfied with 
the victory they had gained the preced- 
ing day, had not watched with fulHcient 
vigilance the motions of the enemy ; and 
-the party who had relieved their com- 
rades, was to weak too oppofe any ob- 
fiinate or efFedive refiftance. ' 

The convention, whether confcious of 
the fuperior force of the infurgents, or 
defirous of averting this new danger by 
a feeming accommodation, fent a depu* 
tation of tep of its members to /r/z/^rw/z^ 
with them. This projeft of fraternizing 
with the rebels, it was aflerted by one of 
the members, was fo admirable, that » it 

would 
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tirould be the deftruftion of the Englifh 
government; for it was Pitt, as ufual, who 
had organized the infurredion, and who 
had dijflTuaded the hofiile powers from 
making peace, by promifing them the 
fpeedy diffoKition of the convention* 
When the deputation was going out to 
fraternize, the affembly decreed that 
bread fliould become more plenty, and 
thac the conftitution of Robefpierrc 
Ihould be put into immediate adivity. 
Thefe decrees were ordered to be carried 
out to the infurgents for theit approba- 
tion ; and a deputy returned to tell the 
convention that their decrees were ac- 
cepted, being precifely thofe which the 
crowd had come to enforce. 

The compliance of the aflembly with 
lb much of theif demands, led them to 
infift on fending a deputation in return, 
tp which the convention aflented ; and 
immediately a troop were introduced, 
with an orator at their head; who, after 

obferving 
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tjbfcrving that they had received with 
cordiality the deputation fcnt by the af- 
fctnbly, declared they were ready to go 
home, if the reft of their demands were 
complied with. Bread and the confti- 
tution had already been decreed, but the 
remainder of the petition had been left 
unnoticed— the immediate releafe of their 
friends the patriots, and the puniftiment 
of all who preferred money to affignats, 
were points which the people, according 
to the fpeaker, fwore that they would ra- 
ther die than relinquifli-. The orator 
finiflied by crying ** Vive la conven* 
tion ! if the members of it were friendly 
to liberty, which he was inclined to be- 
lieve;** and of which the prefident beg- 
ged him to be affured, by declaring in re- 
turn that thefe new demands fliould be 
inftantly confidered. The deputation 
was invited to the honours of the fittings 
And. to (how the perfcd: good difpofitioa 
#f the convention, the prefident called 

to 
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to thtm scs they were gomg 'from the 
bar, to inform tbem that -he h^d forgot 
to mention the repeal of the decrees 
Tefped'ing gdd and filver. iTo complete 
this fcene of difgrace and ignominyj the 
prefident wa:s ordered to give the frater- 
nal kifs to the rebellious horde, and a 
deputy congratulated the contention on 
the holy reunion. 

The following day, the third of this 
mfurreftion, which has obtained the name 
of the revolution of Prairial, the con* 
vention was permitted to go on with the 
ordinary bufinefs of the day ; while the 
Jacobins were employed in confultation 
and preparation for another attack.— 
The convention had defcreed, on the fe- 
cond, the outlawry of the deliberative 
body of infurgents, who had taken pof- 
feffion of the hotel de ville ; and the tri- 
bunal had condemned to death the af« 
faflSn of^ the deputy Feraud i neither of 
which fentences had eifeft, fince the 
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former retreated to the fauxbourg, and 
the Jatter was refcued from the execu- 
'tionier in going to the fcafibld. 

It is remarkable enough, that, amidft 
the long train of executions which had 
darkened the ftrects of Paris, this aflaf- 
fin was the only pcrfon for whom any at- 
tempt to refcue was made. Except in 
this folitary inftance, a part of the mul- 
titude from ferocity, and a part from 
terror, had fcen, without betraying any 
emotion of fympathy, crowds of inno- 
cent perfons led to death ; by fome of 
whom the mod afTefting appeals had 
been made to their compaflion^. 

The pufiUanimity or ill-timed lenity of 

* One youth particularly! of only feventeen years 
of age, was heard , as he pafled along the ftreets to 
cxecQtion, bewailing' the lofs of life, declaring fo- 
•lemnly that he had been miRaken for another, and 
calling upon the people to hare pity on his youth, 
and fnatch him from the death he dreaded. But ht 
implored in vaiit! 

the 
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ihc convention bad emboldened^ as 
might have been expefted, the confpira- 
tors, and the fauicboiargs were again, 
preparing to march on the fourth. There 
were now no moments to be loft. The 
Parifians, feeing the danger which hung 
over them, repaired to their rcfpedive 
fedions, and every avenue to the Tuil- 
leries was filled with battalions of -citizens 
armed in defence of the convention. 
The aflembly thus fupported took cou- 
rage, and decreed, that if the fauxbourg 
Antoine did not deliver up its arms and 
cannon^ as well as the affaffinof Feraud, 
the inhabitants Ibould be declared in a 
ftate of rebellion, and the feftions of 
Paris ordered to march inftantly againft 
them. The rebels, who had received 
fome Intimation, or who conjedured that 
fome hoftile attempt would be made on 
the part of the convention, had defended, 
the entranc; to the fauxbourg on the fide 
of the city, and feemed inclined to refift 
Hi the 



( 148 ) 

ifhc attacks They were, however, a- 
larmed by the arrival of fome regiments 
o( troops of the line, together with 
fome of the feftions : but when they faw 
the whole of the fauxbourg furrounded 
by increafing numbers, and, in addition 
to femine, were informed that if they did 
not inftantly furrender their houfes (hould 
be laid in afhes by a general bombard- 
ment; they fent a deputation in the even* 
ing to inform the convention, that fincc 
jthey had repealed the decree refpedling 
gold and fiiver, making thefe metals no 
longer merchandize, they were inclined 
to come to terms* 

The convention, treating their offer of 
' capitulation with contempt, ordeted the 
generals to reduce the fauxbourg to un- 
conditional obedience, which was effeft- 
ed the fame >day ; the inhabitants having 
forced the rebels to furrender, fincc they 
faw the deftru(^ion that awaited both 
themfehres and ^ their propeny, if they 

joined 
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joined them, or fanftioncd their rcfift* 
ance* 

Among the prifoncrs taken by the 
troops of the convention, were feveral of 
the gendarmerie, whom they Jed in tri- 
umph through the ftreets, with the can«> 
non belonging to the faaxbourgs. The 
difarming of the Jacobins, which had 
been decreed in Germinal, was now put 
ic^eiecution i the ufc of pikes was abo^ 
lifliedy add the cannon belonging to the 
feveral fedions delivered up to the con^ 
vention. 

This infurre6kioft roufed the aflembly 
to the fenfe of its danger, and prompted 
it to fome afts of feverity. The gen-- 
darmes who were taken prifoners were 
put to death $ and fociety was well rid of 
men who had been too long the inftru«- 
ments of tyranny, and who were too 
much inured to fights of horror not to 
be dangerous. The gendarmes had du^ 
ring the reign of Robcfpierte. been con* 
H3, - ftamly. 
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ftanUjr employed in dragging his viftim* 
to prifoh ; it was their daily occupaiioa 
to guard cheguiilotine while- the work of 
raurdcr went on ; and to them it might 
•have been faid in the language of Mac- 
beth, ^ You have knowniwhat you (hould 
not." . 

' Six of the deputies wKo were arretted 
were tried by a military comfeiiffion, and 
condemnedv three of whcNn periihed 
by fuicide after their fentence was pro- 
fiouncedy and the reft f\2fiexed on the 
fcafFold. 

The Mountairv was once more orer- 
throwa; its chiefs, the member^ of the 
old cooijnitceej Colloc d^Herbois, 1$\U 
laud Varcnncs, and Barrepe^ were order*- 
ed to be brought back to take their trial : 
hut the two former had, the night before 
the courier arrived^ fet fail, and Barrerc 
only remained; When this news reach- 
ed the convention, a deputy obfeiveil^ 
" C'eft !a premiere fois que Barrera n'a 



pas fu prendre Ic vent*/* Barrfere, how^ 
ever, was Ihieldcd by fome invifibk 
hand from further punifliment. The 
lieiuenants of terrorifm, as they were 
termed by Legendre, who had been 
wicked only through fear, olKained their 
pardon by repentance. 

This infurreftion of the Jacobins at 
Paris was concerted and followed by an 
infurrefbion of the fame clafs in the de- 
partments. The fouth of France, as I 
have already related, had been long a 
prey to their defolating fury'; and various 
had been the ftruggles, fincj the fall of 
Robefpierrc, between them and the 
friends of thofe who had been facrificed 
by revolutionary meafures. The reaftioft 
in fome places bad been terrible ; at 
Lyons the chief agents of Collot d'Her- 

* " This is the firft time that Barrere has mifTed 
the wind.*' Among other appellations beilowed 
upon Barrere, was that of the Girouette, the wear 
thercockypfthe convention. 

H4, bois 
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bois had been maflacred in prifon^ and 
in other towns vengeance had taken 
place of law. Nor was this fpirit confi- 
ned merely to a(^s of perfonal refentinent* 
The fanatic, under pretence of crulhing 
terrorifm, indulged his abhorrence of to- 
leration, and the royalift of republi* 
canifm; Companies called companies of 
Jefm and of the Sun were inftituted^ 
which, if not fo barbarous in their exe- 
cutions as the Jacobins, were as much 
to be condemned in the exercife of what 
they called retaliation., But the great 
caufe of thefe diforders was the culpable 
delay of the tribunals in bringing fuch 
of the terrorifts to trial as had dyed their 
fiands in the blood of their fcllow-citi* 
2ens. In vain the people in various 
j)laces loudiy declared,, that if the af- 
faffins of their friends and relations wete 
not fpeedily called upba by the tribunal 
to anfwer for their crimes, they would 
themfclycs admii^iftQjr that^juftice which 

Wva*v 
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was withheld. Thofc menaccswcreoffen^ 
difregarded, * till the impatience of via- 
didtive afFedtion xifing to phrenfy, and- 
fpurning the tardyfornialities of law,. 
feized the- aflaflin's dagger, and crimes^ 
wore avenged by crimes* 

Three hundred of the moftrefpedable 
qitizens of Nifmes had been put ta 
death by the revolutionary tribunal. Ma— 
demoifelle — i a young lady of that 
city, had fecn her beloved father dragged^ 
to the fcafFold. She immediately withdrew- 
with her mother tQ a lonely cottage, where- 
they wept in folitude their lofs. The falloF 
Rbbefpierre filled her foul with the moftt 
bitter regret that the life of her father 
had not been prolonged y and her regret r 
was mingled with another fehtiment—^ 
the terrible fen timent of vengeance. The 
judgment of a tribunal . was too long ai 
procefs for him -who was covered witb» 
ber father's blood. In the anguifti off 
defpair, wrought up to iiiadncffs^.(beJi^» 
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to Niftnes, placed herfelf at the head of 
a band comppfed of the relations of the 
ftiaffacred citizens, and, feizing the mo- 
ment when the terrorifts were transferred 
from one prifon in the city to arnotherj 
plunged a dagger into the heart of the 
judge who had condemned her father to 
die. 

Notwithflanding that abhorrence of the 
Jacobins which gencraHy prevailed in 
the fouth ; they had retained fo confidcr- 
iable a degree of influence, that they took 
poffeflion of Toulon, and prepared to 
defend tt againfl the conventional forces^ 
This unfortunate town was thus a fecond 
time in hoftile hands, but the cont-eft 
was fpeedily decided. The momentary 
fuccefs of the terrorids had appalled th€ 
hearts of the inhabitants of that country^ 
and they were undetermined what mear 
furesthey fliould take; complaining to 
the reprefemattive of the people, Ifnard, 
that they had no arms,:— ** No arms ^'* 

exclaimed 
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exclaimed this enthufiaftic patriot, with? 
the fame energy with which he threaten-^ 
ed the cormnune previous to the 31ft of; 
May : "If you are in need of arms, go 
and tear from their graves the corpfes of 
your murdered fathers and friends, arm 
yourfelves with their bones, and you arc 
fure of viftory !'* The citizens inftantly 
marched to the relief of Toulon, which 
-farrendercdj with little oppofiiion. 



me- LETi. 
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HIS further ckfcatr o£ the Js^cobioi^ 
brought on the deftrudbn of the confti- 
tucionof 1793, which bad been fo much; 
the pretended objed of their wi(be$» and 
by which die convention hitherto had 
fworn.} but having been the watch-^word-. 
of the terrorifts, having been flamped. 
with the bloody, fignet of the jiftof? 
May, ir.w^ determined to lay it afide,. 
and form another which (hould have 
more reftri^btons, and confequently be^ 
better adapted to the lightnefsand vehe-- 
meiu:e of the national charader. Ac* 
cordingly a^ committee was named te 
proceed to the formation of a new code 
of "rights of man,'* and a new confti- 
tution^. in order to replace the revolution- 
ary gpvexnment,^ 'which,, having loft its 

mailer-. 



aiafter-fpring^of terror, was, under tbe- 
mild adminiftration of the reigning party^, 
fbund too precarious and uncertain to be- 
kept any longer in uie. 

The convention had locked up the* 
tcrrorifts and the chiefs of the Jacobins, . 
ill order to bring them to trial. But im*^ 
prifonment was all the punifliment they, 
received ;. fince a power which no one 
Gould difcover^ averted the rude hand, 
ofijufticew. There were, however. Tome 
criminals whofe murdei» called aloud; 
for vengeance, of which number was Le 
Bon, the convMtional miflionary at Ar- 
ras. This monfter, the rival of Collotc 
and of Carrier, was examined before the 
convention,, where he defended his atro* 
cities, by calling the members who fat; 
during his miflion his accomplices, and< 
by alleging that nothing was done witb^ 
out the order of government,, and that 
his labours had been crowned with thcL 
applaufes oL his Colleagues. But the 

conveat 
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convention was no longer under the ii^- 
fluonce of tyrantSj by whom it had been 
compelled to give its reluctant afient to 
crimes which it execrated, and to mifeu 
ries which it deplored. The accufation 
of Le Bon was decreed ; and he was fent 
down to be tried at Amiens, which was 
near the fcene of his guilty and where a 
whole defolated province depofed againfi: 
him. 

* He defended himfelf at the tribunal 
With the anxious perturbation of a wretch 
who, confcious he deferves not to live> 
yet dreads to die. But in vain he be-- 
•ftowed on his murders the-epithet of re- 
volutionary meafures ; in vain he quali^ 
Ac's himfelf with the title of «patriot> and 
bis viftims with that of conspirators ; he 
was condemned to make the only repa* 
lation that was left, and to follow the 
dtizens he had aflaflinated to the fcaf<f 
fold. 

: His memory is in that- part of the 

couniryx 
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country held in unbounded execrations. 
At the mention of his name the mother 
preffes her infant clofer to her bread :: 
and the long catalogue of his atrocities 
is recorded by every tongue, and en- 
graved with falutary abhorrence on every, 
heart. The Le B^ns, the Collots, the. 
Carriers have done their worft.; they 
now ferve as the beacons., of the revolu* 
tion, fpreading over the gysilph of ferror 
riftn a warning light, and difplaying the 
horrors of that abyfs, into which, thank 
Heaven 1 . this refcued people can be 
plunged no. more. 

The peace which had beea concluded- 
.with the royalifts in the Vendue and. 
Britany was but of ftiort duration. The 
terms granted to the iofurgents appeared . 
too equivocal , to have much ftabilif y ; 
and little reliance could be had on a 
treaty where much was left to circumr 
fiances, and the good faith of an enemy, 
whofe. hatred was too deeply rooted for 

concilia^- 



oonciliation^ and whofe pride was to* 
poignantly wounded by pardon. 

The vigilance of the conventional' 
>army was n6t lulled by the profifffions of 
thefe new republicans, of whofe fince^ 
myi whatever fcntimentS' the committees-' 
of government entertained, the troops 
were too near the fcene of aftion to^ 
be the converts or the dupes. This- 
FufpicioA of the faith of their new 
allies held them on their guard j. and' 
when the fleet appeared off'Quibcron: 
with the emigrant army, fuch pofitions 
had been taken by the conventional^ 
forces as rendered the jundlion of the 
royalifts with their auxiliaries impofi- 
fible.. 

This expedition, fo fatal to thofe by 
whom it was attempted, contained in it- 
felf the feeds of its own -deftruftion : and' 
though no Bfitifli blood was flied, *^ Bri— 
liQi honour," as Mr. Sheridan obferved,,.; 
»< hied at every pore." MonHRougetdc 
' ' Lille., 
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Lille, the author of the celebrated hytniri 
of the Marfeillois, who had ihe com^ 
mand of a republican column at Quibe- 
ron, has related to me the affefting fcene 
which took place when the emigrants 
laid down their arms. Many of theni 
knew him perfonally, and called to him^ 
by his name ; and fome bathed his hand 
with tears. After th^ emigrant troops^ 
had furrendered, a young man was oB^ 
ierved walkin^^^^'^^e by the fca-lideL. 
Some of the republican foldiers advanced 
towards him, and he immediately told 
them that he was the' count de Somv 
breuil. He was condufted to general: 
Hoche ; and they walked backwards and 
forwards together on the fea-fliore, tilt 
the two reprefentatives of the people, 
Tallien and Blad, who had bc^n fent on 
miffion to the coaft upon the news of 
the landing at Qtiiberon, arrived from 
the fort which was at a fmall diftance. 
Xh? general prefentcd to them the count 

4e: 
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de Sombreuil, whofe figure was fo inte*- 
reding, and wbofe deportment fo dignu 
fied, that every one lamented that this 
gallant young, foldier had not the glory 
of (bedding, his blood for his country,, 
iflftead of beifig doomed to die a traitor 
to its caufe. With graceful eafe he con- 
yerfed with the deputics^; and Blad re* 
kted to him, that during the tyranny of 
Itobefpierre he had been confined in 
the fame prifon wiijhj^jvjp *' Ah !" 
cried Sonibreuil withvehemence, "when 
jou recolleO: the misfortunes of my fa^ 
mily, you cannot wonder that I aban-p 
doned France.** *' Sir," replied the re« 
prefentative, *^ we alfo were expofed to. 
the mod cruel calamities, but this did 
not tempt us to fbrfake pur country." 

The misfortunes of the count de Som* 
breuil's family arie indeed fingular, and- 
afFeding. His father, the Jate governor 
of the Invalids, a venerable old man, was 
QonfinedJn the prifon of the Abbey at the 

E^riodt 
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pcriotf of the maflkcre o£ September, and! 
was condemned to fliare the fate of his^ 
unfortunate fellow-prifoners ; when, ex- 
alted by the facred enthufiafin of filial: 
piety above all fenfe of perfonal danger, 
his admirable^ his heroical daughter flev 
to the fcene of horpor, forced her way 
iaro the prifon^ and> undifmayed at tha 
fight of the executioners whofe bloody 
(abres were fufpended over her father't. 
head, knelt at their feet, and with the 
irfcfiftible energy of filial tendernefo; 
compelled them to liften to the holy cry 
of nature, fnatched her father from in« 
ftant death, and led him through the 
band of murderers in iafety to his home. 
When this interefting young woman 
was brought, la the days of Robefpierre,. 
a prifoner to Port Libre with her father, 
the prifoners received her with that re* 
fpeftful homage to which her exalted vir- 
tue gave her fo high a claim. Every eye 
was filled with, tears at the recolleftion of 

whati: 
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what flic had fuffered for her father, over 
whom flic ftill hung like a tutelar angel^ 
preventing his wants, and watching his 
infirmities. And the monfl:crs whoihen 
governed, more mercilcfs than the mur-- 
derers of Septemberi and unmoved by 
actions which refleffc dignity on our na* 
turcj dragged the unhappy old man be- 
fore their tribunal of blood; while his 
cbild,. wba dcfeived akars, war doomed^ 
to feel with the bitter pangs of unavail*^ 
ing regret, that flie had refcued her father 
from the dagger of the affaflin, only to 
fee him pcrifti at eighty years of age upon. 

the fcaffold*. 

Generals 

* There appears to life a fanatic!&n in politics, at. 
well as ift relrgton ; and the feqond of September 
may perhaps be confidered as the St. Bartholomew 
of the revolution. Monficur Maron, the protefiant; 
miniftcr at Paris, has related to nie a fmgular in- 
Sance of this nature. One of the executioners ia. 
thofe days of horror was a yoUng man, a protcftant^ 
|J]L^ fQA;Of a poor and pious widow, who received 

her* 
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^General Hoche having reminded Som- 
hreuil that he was dill armed^ he imme* 
diately took off his fword, and gave it 
ID Monfieur Rouget de Lille, He told 
thereprcfentatives, that he knew well the 
&te that awaited him, for which he was 
pcrfeftly prepared ; but requcfted ear- 
neftly the permiffion to go on board the 
EngliQi fleet for a few minutes. This 
requeft, with which the deputies felt it 

was 

ker (hai;e of the monthly diftribution of alms from tht 
chuTxrh. Being herfelf feeble and infirm, (he often 
fent her fon at the appointed times for the donation, 
who was therefore perfonally known to Monfieur 
Maron, During the maffacre of September, this 
young man at eight in the morning entered in a 
hurried manner Monfieur Maron's apartment; his 
hatr difhevelledy his look wild and difordered, his 
arms bare and covered with blood $ and faid to him 
in a great perturbation, " Oh mon chcr pafieur, 
ooasavons bien befoin de vos prieres! Graces i 
DieUi nous avons bien travaill^ cette nuit-f !" With 

•f " Oh ny dear paftor, we have much need of yourprajcnl 
ThBuk God, wt have -worikcd'hwd toft SJ|hl I" 

o other 
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iwas fWir duty not to comply, left he 
(hould convey intelligence, was refufed 
with politenefs. Sombrcuil had before 
enquired the number of the republican 
troops; and upon hearing they only con- 
lifted of a few hundred men, he clapped 
his hand upon^his forehead, exclaiming 
^' Je m'en fuis dout^-f/' He remained 

eight 

other cxprcffioijs of the like nature, which indicated 
a mind (Irugglmg with its own remorfc as with a 
feeling that was criminal, and having <^ bound up 
his nature to this terrible feat," as to the perform- 
ance of a ^eat but difficult duty to his country* 
Monfieur Maron in vain endeavoured to touch his 
foul with compundion, and make him feel that the 
God he invoked was the avenger of crimes fo terri- 
-ble-r-He failed in the attempt; and the aflafiin, with 
the immediate convidlion on his mind that he was 
a£ling in the prefence of Omnifcience, returned to his 
work of murder. 

While I am on the fubjcft of thofe days of car- 
nage, I cannot help obferving, that, while they dif- 
play human nature fuUied by crimes which make us 

+ "Ifufpcacdit." 
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tight or ten days at an inn at Qaiberofiy 
befcwre he was put to death. One day 
the officer upon guard over him invited 
a friend to dinner; and obferving that 
he had piftols in his pocket, he took 
him afide, and begged he would conceal 
them, fince it was poffible that, if they 
were perceived by his nrtfoner, he might 

blu(h for our Tpccies, tliey exhibit more than one 
folitary inftancc of the moft heroical virtue ; and the 
ferocity of the aflaffin is contrafted, not only with 
the filial tendernefs of the daughter of Sombreuil, but 
with thefublime magnanimity of the abbe Gulllon, 
who was a prffoner in 'the Abbey at that fatal pe- 
riod. An order for the liberty of the abb6 GuiIlon 
arrived : he was called to the couit-yard in the midft 
of the m^ffacre, and the order was given to him 
which was to r^fcue him from death. He took the 
paper in his hand; which after reading* in (lead of 
feizing the means it prefented of efcapey he gave 
backy faying, that there was another abbe of the 
name of Guillon in the pnfon, for whom he faw the 
order was intended. Having faid this* he returned 
to die. This is perhaps the nobleft trait of virtue 
which hat contrafted the crimes of the revolution. 

attempt 
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attempt to fcizc them for the purpofe of 
deftroying himfelf. The young man^ 
unobferved as he believed by Sombreuil) 
hid his pillols at the foot of a bed. 
Some time after Sombreuil threw himfelf 
carelefsly on the bed; and at the mo- 
ment when dinner was ready, and the 
•officer afked hinl to come to the table^ 
he fprang up, feized pne of the piftols> 
•and applied it to his forehead. The piflol 
fnapped, and Sombreuil was teferved for 
the fate inflicted by the republican law^ 
to which he fubmitted with admirable 
firmnefs. 

I have heard Monfieur de Lille ref- 
late, that when Quiberon was taken, the 
republican foldiers, far from difplaying 
the infulting joy of tlve viftor towards 
the vanqui(hed, fuppreffed the exulta- 
tion of triumph, and feemed to lament 
the unhappy fituation of their captive. 
€oes^ They carefully fupported fuch of 
diofe unfortunate prifoners m were 

wounded^ 
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Wounded^ ia their w»y to* the fort^ tf^ 
forded them all the foccoor of whkh' 
they Hood rn need ^ smd fome of the fed*' 
diers^ were heard foHciting the emigrants 
€0 take the white cockade ovit of their' 
hats bcfoi^ they reached the fort, left it* 
(hould cxpofe them to infult. 

The devoted emigrants^ confcious df* 
the face that awaited them, poured forth 
the bitter imprecations of indignant an- 
guifh, not againft thofeby whom they were 
vanqiiiftied, .but thofe by whom they 
werefent thither. Cruei indeed was their 
deftiny ! Cruel indeed has been the fate 
of the French emigrants in every circum- 
ftance, and in every fituation in which 
they have been placed ! It is their lot to 
feel, that by kindling the flames of war 
throughout Europe, that by direfting 
the hoftile fword of foreign potentates^ 
againft their country, they are the re- 
mote caufe of every wound with which 
thar country has bled; and of every crime* 

VOL. fv, I with 
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with wbkb ic has been poUoted. Bur 
while they h^ve been the means of fpread- 
iDg mifery over their native land, bow 
acute are thofe miferies to which they 
have themfelves been expofed in thofe 
lands of ftrangers where they have fought 
an afylum !— doomed' to weary the (hort- 
lived pity they excited, to repeat the 
tale of their wrongs till it is heard with 
coldnefs, and to feel amidft the (harp 
remembrance of proftrate honours and 
of vani(bed wealth, not only the evils of 
poverty, but the flings of negleft. If 
fuch be the wretchednefs of thofe who 
have only abandoned their country ; for 
thofe who have taken arms againft it 
what calamities have been referved I 
VanquiOied in every conflid:, they have 
long been the contempt of the republi- 
can armies; while they have been repeat- 
edly delivered up to the terrible fcverity 
of the republican law by the coalefced 
powers, without hefttation and without 

remorfc ! 



( 17^ ) 

rcoiorfe! They have not merely found 
enemies that are mercilefs, but may well 
exclaim in thelanguage of Jaffier, "Hide 
me from m^ friends /" 

The convention, after having (haken 
offthe Jacobins and the Jacobinical con- 
ftitution, were prefled by the friends pf 
liberty to eftablifti a new government, 
andlayafide^ the prefent revolutions / 
fyftem, which was nothing but a coiiec- 
tion of circumftances and contingencies, 
and which nowv retained the forms of ty- 
ranny without any of its energy. The 
commifHon of Eleven, to whofe confide-, 
ration the formation of another co;ilitu- 
tion had been referred, prefented their 
report the beginning of Auguft : and the 
conftitution being accepted by the con- 
vention, after previous debates on every 
part which merited confideration ; it was 
further propofed by the commiffion that 
fome mode (hould be adopted, fincc the 
cohftituiion was fini(hed,of finilhing the 
I 2 revolu# 
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revolution alfo. To finilh the rcvoiutioA 
was ar> idea, of all others the mod 
fooching to the public mind, which^ agi* 
tated for fix years paft by die moft 
. convulfive political tempefts, felt perhaps 
lefsthe love of order, than the irrcfifttble 
defire of repofe. 

It was obfervcd by the commiffion, 
that many of the evils which bad over- 
whelmed the date had arifen from the 
impolitic decree of the conftituent aflem- 
bly which fotbade the re-cleAion of its 
members to the fucceeding legiflature ; 
fince, had fuch a felcAion been permitted 
as the people would have made among 
the members of the conftituent body, the 
inexperience and weaknefs of their fuc- 
ceffors would have been neceflariiy cor» 
refted. The commiffion, willing to 
avoid this error, propofcd to the con- 
vention ^^ mcafure of a very diiferen( 
tomplexion, but which the perilous flate 
of the republic, furrounded by royalifts 

on 
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on the one fide, and terrorifts on the other, 
in their opinion imperiouiljr demanded. 
This meafnre was the re-ele£tton of two- 
thirds of the prefent convention intoxhe 
nexc kgiflature^ on the plea that they 
were tried frietidi to the revolution, and 
were mod likely to fiipport the conftitu- 
don which they themfelves had formed. 
Two decrees pafied upon this prop<^tion ; 
the Artt of which, called the law of the 
fifth of Fruftidor, was for the re-eleftion 
of two-thitds of the convention in the 
new legiflature, and the fecond, called 
the law of the t3th of Fru&idor, that 
m defeuk of the re-deAion of the two 
Aird^ by the departments^ that is of five 
htmdred of the a^ual members, the 
deficienty fliould be filled by their own 
nomination. Thofe laws were annexed 
Co the conftitutional a^,, and fent fort!b 
to be approved or rejeded by the nadotar 
The hiftory of the politick events 
which followed the promulgation of thofe 
1 3; memoraw 
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4iieniorabIe laws, and which form one of 
the moft remarkable epochas in the 
annals of the French revolution, I re- 
ferve for a future feries of letters. At 
prefent, 1 (hall only add, that, the pri- 
mary aflemblies in every part of the 
republic having unaaimouily accepted 
the conftitution, it was proclaimed to be 
the law of the land ; and on the fifth of 
Brumaire, at two in the afternoon, the 
prefidcnt of the n2!,tional convention 
declared that; its miflign was accom- 
pliflied. 

Thus finithed the three years' feffion 
of this memorable affemblyi forming Bfi 
asra the mod cveniful ip the bidory .pf 
mankind. . This aflembly was replaqqd 
by the new legiflature, which confided of 
two diftindthoufes,. under the names of 
4hc Council of Five Hundred, and. the 
Council of the Elders, compofed of two 
thirds of the late Convention, and of the 
<)ther third named by the people. 

The 
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The firft aft of the councils was the 
formation of the executive power, under 
the title of the Diredory ; and the new 
machine of government was put into ac- 
tion. The void left by the kingdom of 
France, which the orator told us was 
ftruck out of the chart of Europe, though 
every power during this interval of anni. 
hilation has feelingly experienced the 
effedls 6f its inviiible hand, is now filled 
up by a powerful and triumphant repub* 
lie. 

I cannot conclude this fketch of revo- 
lutionary government without obferving, 
that we (hould beware of the injuftice 
of accufing the French people of thofe 
crimes of which they are the mourners, 
and of which they only have been the 
- viftims. They, who have feen their fielcfs 
ravaged, their vineyards ftained with 
blood, their cities reduced to afhes ; 
they, who have loft their fathers, their 
huibands, their children, their friends i 
14 they. 
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tkty^ who, far from throwing a veil 
over the atrocities they abhor, hav€ pro* 
,€laimed> have publilhed them to the 
worid— ^to charge that people widi the 
.enormities un^er which they have groan- 
ed, would be indeed to arraign the op- 
jpreflfed fox the guUt of the oppreflbr. 
With equal candour mightt the Ejiglifb 
bt fligmatized as a barbarpus nation^ 
rhecauie jsl Cllve h^s famiihed A&kic 
provinces, . or becaufe, joo the goaft of 
Africa, the flave-merchant traffics in 
blood; while all in tlie Briufli .parlia- 
meixt who are diAioguJihediv gi^nius or 
:^ortb» aU whofe xxame^ ar^ proaouoced 
wi(h honour ^ad refpeft^ have pa^ 
tJt^e fentence ojT condiemnation 00 that 
dietefiable coqimerce, 4ad, laying aMe 
li^ir po]itiqal diviTions on other poim3i 
here form tut Me -partly She farty ofhu- 
Wfimty. But why is humanity forced to 
proceed with tardy and incumbo^ed ileps^ 
why is (he thus impeded in her pro- 

grefs ? 
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grefs? Ah, let us, till the flave-trade 
no longer ftains theBritilb r\ame, be more 
gentle in our cenfures of other nations ! 
I know not how that partial morality 
Can be juftified, which meafurcs right and 
wrong by geographical divifions; and, 
>^hile it pours forth the bitternefs of 
declamation againll human crimes in 
France, fanftions them in Africa. J 
Have related to you, with the deteftation 
I have felt, the evils of that tyranny 
which afilimed the name of revolution- 
ary government ; but the faithful hifto- 
rian of a flave»fliip. would perhaps admit, 
that there arc horrors beyond the drown- 
ing fcenes of Carrier, or the guillotines 
of Robefpierre. The wretched African,, 
torn for ever from all he loved, and 
coifdemned to miferies wJiich can only 
terminate in death, would perhaps, while 
chained beneath thofe declcs where the 
ak he breathes is contagion, and where 
he ftrugglcs with convulfive agony, fmile 
I S> • at 
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at the approach of the axe which would 
relieve intolerable torments, or the open- . , 
ing planks which would bury him with 
his oppreflfors beneath the billows of the 
ocean. With all the feelings of an En- 
gliftiwonian at my hearty a heart that 
glows for the real honour of my coun- 
try, I pour the fervent wifli that flie may 
fpeedily wipe away this foul reproach \ 
and that, while her fources of commercial 
wealth flow in lavifli abundance from 
every quarter of the globe, (lie may re- 
ject with indignant fcorn that execrable 
irafEc of which humanity is the barter. 

Upon the whole, the caufe of liberty 
is not ^ the lefs facred, nor her charms 
lefs divine, becaufe fanguinary monfters 
and fordid favages have defiled her 
temple, and infuhed her votaries^ 
Like Midas, their uncouth ears have 
been deaf to ker fweet founds ; and we 
ought not to wonder, that by (uch judges 
ihc coarfe dialed of Jacobinical jargon, 

like 
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like the unharmonious gratings of Mar- 
fyas's reeds, was preferred to the hea« 
venly breathings of Apollo's lute. 

But thofe barbarous triumphs are paft, 
arid anarchy and vandalifm can return 
no more. The new conftitution, like 
the fpear of Romulus thrown with a 
ftrong hand, will fix itfelf in the earth, 
fo that no human force can root it 
vip, and will become, like the budding 
wood, the objedb of a people's venera* 
tion. 



• 
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AFTER: having \uctd t%e darlt 
piduce of tlif internal ^e o£ 
Jpraaee und^r the tyi^miy of RobefpieriTs; 
I ought in jjiiftic€ to turn youf arteptioft 
to th^ brighter fide of the piece, by 
^ivii^ you alfo a iketch of ;he* enters 
yrifes of the French armies during the 
period of revolutionary gover^nment*. 
And though I am not» like fome of the 
females of this country, ikilled in the 
art of war, and qualified to defcribe the . 
pofitions of battles,. 
^ Wherj mam,, the nrarderor^ meets lUe mmdowi^ 

I have; had an opportunity of eolfeding 
aiaterials which I have only the ta& to» 
relate^ and which I hope you wiU find^ 
are valuafble^ They have for the mod 
pait been fiirni&ed me by the aftors ia^ 

the 



lie fccncs they record ; and it will pef^ 
hapft not be unintereftingta you^ tiohave 
the me^as of comparing fhe accounts 
given <^ thoCe memorable aftioos by the 
republican troops, with tbofe wbich have 
beei^ publiflied by the coalefced armies* 

The beginning of the campaign o£ 
^793 WM hul to the annies of the 
French republic* Not only the La«r 
CountrieSj which had been conquered by 
the armies of Dumourier^ weve loft, but 
&me of the Ib-ongeft places on the froa* 
tiers of France had fallen into the ene* 
mies* banda. The Auftrians, the Pied» 
t^ontef^, the £ngli(h, and the Spaniards 
had circumfcribed t^e fpace of £evolui> 
tionary government ;. ^vhile civil war^ 
more cruel than the axe of Kobefpierrey 
was raging in the department?. 

The firft prefage which the republic 
liatledt^that the fortune of war had not iit- 
naUy de&rted her caufe, was the vi<^ory 
obtained over the Englilh at Dunkirk^ 
and which was immediately followed by 
I ano- 
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another as fignal obtained over the 
Spaniards under the walls of Perpignan, 
where the reprefcntative Fabre, one of 
the miifionaries of the convention to the 
armies, was killed. 

. The taking of Toiilon had infpired 
the deepeft rcfentment, of which the 
Englifli rcfiding in France became the 
viftims, as I have before related. Every 
nerve was ftrained on the part of the 
Vrench to regain this important place ; 
and though it was calculated, that 
twenty thoufand men muft be facri- 
ficed for that purpofe,^. it was refolved 
that the faciifice (hould be made. The 
formidable redoubts, and all the inge* 
nuity of fortification, proved feeble, bar- 
riers againft republican enthuiiafm ; forts 
that were deemed impregnable were 
taken ; and the place was fpeedily evacu- 
ated by the EngliQi, who carried with 
them feveral of the veffels, and crowds of 
the wretched inhabitants^ whofe only 

fafety was in flight. 

Ic 
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It was at this period, at the end. of the 
year 1793, that the armies of the repub* 
lie, in confcqacncc of the law of the re- 
quifition, were reiirforcied by the whole 
of the youth of France from the age of 
eighteen to twenty-five. This Jaw; 
which was univcrfally obeyed, not mere* 
lybecaufe terror was the order of the 
day, but alfo from the principle of pa- 
triotifm, was one of thofe happy expe- 
dients to which the republic owes its 
prefent fafety* The firft occafion which 
this young foldiery bad of ferving their 
country, was on the mountains of Alface^ 
Tliere the P ruffian and Auftrian armies 
had held uninterrupted pofleffion foif 
fome months; the lines of Weiflem- 
bourg had been given up by treachery; 
and the pofts along the Rhine as far as 
Strafbourg, and wcftward to Savonne^ 
were in their hands. The conqueft of 
Toulon, the vi&ories at Dunkirk and 
Perpignan^ bad mfufed new ardour into 

the 
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the rcpfublican troops ; aad» though no 
bopes weie yet cntercaiMd of repelling 
the grand army of the invaders^ it wa»^ 
determined to drive away the enemy 
tirom this frontier of the xcpublic. For 
diat purpofe the army of the Mofelle 
united itfelf to chat of the Rhine, and 
attacked the enemy in thek intrench* 
inent$ on the heights between Bitche 
and Haguenau, where they had ereAedi 
tedoubts as formidable as thofe of Ge^ 
mappe % the taking of which pofts forced 
the enemy to evacuate the other places^ 
they held, as far as the banks of the 
Rhine, and concentre their forces at the 
fines of Wetffembourg*^ But an adtioa 
itiil more decifive was neceflary to open 
the way to Landau, whiciv had been- 
&irrendered, or rather left in the rear oi 
ihe enemy for more than fix piontht. 
This action took place on the very fron.* 
tier. After a moft bloody engagement, 
which was fought along the line upwards 

of 
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f^f eight leagues, the bayonets of the 
French decided the conqueft i and the 
Pruffian and Auftrian generals were 
completely routed by Hoche and Piche- 
gru, who began their military career as 
commanders in chief under thefe bril* 
Uant aufjMces. 

By this important vidory, not only 
was. Landau delivered^ but Worms» 
Spires^ and the country on the left fide 
^f the Rhine to Oggeribeim^ a po£k op. 
polite to Manheim, fell into the power 
of the republic. Fort Vauban, formerly 
jFort Xouia^ an important poQ: ia an 
iiland isk the xiver^ was blown up by the 
^uib:i«QswbeneYACuafed. Thisvidofy 
10 the xu>rth was followed foon after bjF 
another gained over the Spaniards at 
fhe Pyrenees. The Spaiulh army pre* 
icoted itfelf before St. Jean de JUiz u 
dajr<*break ; die battle lafted irem feveii 
in the mornii^ until noon, and ended 
m the ittreat of the aflailants before 

half 
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half the number of the French, who 
boaft of this vidory as one of the moft 
diftinguiflied of the war, though no 
other advantage was gained by them, 
than that of preventing the inroads of 
the enemy on that quarter. 

It has beeft- aflerted, that it was eafy 
for the French to conquer, fince they 
had always an immcnfc fuperiority of 
forces. Perhaps it may be admitted to 
be fome mark of public virtue, that 'a 
fingle nation (hould have been able to 
poffefs even this fuperiority againft al* 
moft the whole of Europe; but thofc 
who have marked the character and 
Situation of the French, will afcribe thchr 
viftories to other caufes. It has often 
been obfenved, that the man who fights 
for the liberty of his country feels mo- 
tives which no hireling can feel. • What 
intereft has the Spanifh or the Auftrian 
foldier in the triumph of his general ? 
He remains the fame fullen flave, fob* 

jeded 
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jefted to the fame, coarfe difcipline df 
blows, and marches forward only becaufe 
he knows that retreat is death. The. 
French foldier feels, that with the fiiccefs 
of his arms is linked the exiftence of bts 
country, and all that is dear to him. 
Whether he has ftudied Mabiy and 
RoufTeau, or not; he has heard that li- 
berty is the prize for which the moft 
diftinguilhed nations have fought : this 
fentiment he nouTtfties and forms into a 
principle, which exercife exalts into en- 
thuliaihi ; and the terms ceuntry and //- 
berty are like certain cabaliflical wordsi 
that when pronounced produce a fuper- 
natural effe<5t on a Frenchman, with 

.which his antagonifl: muft be unac* 
quaintedt Some. French foldiers were 
imprifofied at St. Jean de Luz for mili- 

't>ry offcrtcas. When they heard the firft 
fifing of the cannon, they earnedly en- 
treated to have permiffion to join the 

.battle^ which they obtained; and affar 

having 
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liavii:^ figaalized thcmfclvcs ia the ac- 
tion, thofc who furvivcd, laid down 
their arms, and returned voluntarily lo 
their prifon. Some of their comrades, 
who were prifoners in a fort adjoining, 
made the fame petitbn, which was re- 
iufed by the commander. They prayed, 
wept, threatened, tore their hair, and 
.became fo mutinous, that the officer wa^ 
johliged to ftand ientinel over them 
liimfclf; and when releafed a few days 
after the a&ion, they complained of their 
iafety in prifon as a puni&ment which 
waa exceffive and cruel. 

This cathufiafiii hM » fome fort * 
dbwged the national military chandcr* 
Jbndnds for ftow and noife is hid afidc, 
jmd the ** prid^ pomp tnd ciroumftaace 
m£ ^orieus war*' has ^^n ]^u:e to 
mitely feDtimeat. If we w«re to judge 
.^f a Ffeoch and German regiment 
Jby tlieir appearance, or aocwdsiig 
to the principles of miiit«ry pedantry, 

the 
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the decifion would quickly be made* 
FalftafPs defcription of bis levy bag 
fomeciines recurred tx> me when I have 
feen the martial array of maoy of the 
republican troops, whofe coats indeed^ 
bore fome marks of uniformity^ but 
every other part of thedref^ down to 
the wooden (hoes, was varied according* 
to the ufte or purfe of the wearer. 

The age of the great majoritj^ of the re- 
publican forces is alfo the beft fitted for 
the performance of daring aAions^ The 
armies arc compofed of men who are at 
that period of life when labour, and^fpe- 
cially military labour, it is faid isv befi: 
fupported. If they fall (ick, they foon 
recover -, and if they are wounded, their 
wounds are (bon healed^i Being of the 
iamc age, their opinions, their wants, 
their amufements are the (ame^ fo that 
the fpirit of fraternity among the troops 
is a natural as well ast moral feelingii 
What alfo forms an effential diftinAian* 

between 
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between the foldiers of the French ar- 
mies and thofe of the coalefced powers, 
U the dignity and felf-importance which 
ia felt by the former. The French fol- 
dier can be fubjeded to none of the 
whimfical barbarities of military difci^ . 
pUne> to no degrading puninimtnr. Even 
the fcourgc and the cane are unknown . 
Death is thepuniflimentforgreatcriraes^ 
and imprifonment -for flight offences; 
and death cannot be inflided on the fol- 
dier but by a jury of his peers, who are 
far from being the mod menrciful judges. 
While I was at Huningue, a fortrefs near 
the frontiers of Switzerland, on the banks 
of the Rhine, where I pafled fome weeks, 
I had. an opportunity of makingthis ob- 
fervation. Tvyo foldiers had been tried for 
rpbbery andan attempt to deferr. The 
jury was compofed of the inhabitants of 
the town -, and though the accufed were 
evidently guilty, they were acquitted. 
The garrifon murmured at the verdift. 

A few 
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A few days after, another foldier was 
tried for robbery, the evidence of wh&h: 
was far from being' fo clear as in the - 
former mftance; but half the jury be- 
ing compofcd of foldiers, he was found ^ 
guilty, and puniftied with death. This 
fentiment of honour is fometimes a little 
ferocious ; but it fcrves a French foldier 
inftead of difcipline, and all the other 
reftraints which are put on the paffions 
of men. It is this fentiment which en- 
gages him to fight for his country, to 
march half-naked, to fupport the^ ex- 
tremes of hunger and fatigue, to keep 
himfelf from pilfering, and to meet death 
with gaiety. With this fentiment is unit- 
ed his perfonal courage, his dexterity 
and vivacity, thexrultivationof hismind, 
his liberty of thinking, the general know- 
ledge that he poffeffes of the public af- 
fairs of his country ; while his enihuliafm 
is animated by patriotic fongs and mar* 
tii^ mufic analogous to his feelings^ 

Previous 
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nrevioos to die war it was prognofti* 
cated tfaar tlic popular confederacies^ 
and dvicfcftivak in which the (bldier 
joined with die citizen, would be fub« 
•verfiveof all military order and fubonfi* 
nation : but it has been found that thofe 
civic feftivals are the very foiirce of his 
avdour and courage. 

With men thus fitted for military ex* 
ploits by all the motives which can ani* 
mate the human mind to glorious enter- 
prifes, it is no longer a matter of (urprife 
that fuch valorous deeds have been per- 
formed. The campaign of 1 79 j, which- 
iiad begun under fuch unhappy aufpices 
that few were found fo fceptical as not to 
believe that the republic was at the eve 
of its diflblution, ended in repelling the 
invaders from every point of the repub- 
lic except that part of the frontier which 
was defended by Valenciennes. 

In the fcreft of Morraail, which lies 
fouth of that city,ihe coalefcedarmiesrhad 

collefted 
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collefted their forces ; and opened the 
campaign of 1794 with the defeat of the 
French diviiion in this^ quarter, and the 
taking of Landrecies^ a fortrefs on the 
third line ; fo that no other ftrong poft 
remained between this place and Paris. 
The republican armies were more fortu- 
nate in the fouth. Under the command 
of general Bagdelone, a deuchment of 
the army of the Alps fcaled thofe moun- 
tains^ acrofs fnows^ over rocks almofl jn- 
accefliblej and along tremendous precipi- 
ces ; and after paffing two nights in thofe 
regions of eternal winter, vvithout fire or 
covering, took poffeffion of the redoubts 
on mount Valaifin, and planted the three- 
coloured ftandard on the lofty fommit of 
St. Bernard. The aftoniflied Piedmon* 
tefe, after a ftiort refiftance, fled with pre- 
cipitation from enemies who feemed 
guided by fome fupernatural band ; but 
not without -leaving on the fnow.the 
dreadful traces of the republican viftory. 
. VOL, IV. ^ K The 



( X94 ) 

The fame dangers and the fame fuccefs 
attended the taking of mount Cenis^ 
which was carried by the main body un- 
der the command of general Dumas, 
Thefe advantages were immediately fol- 
lowed, by another of much greater import- 
apce. The ftrong and almoft impreg- 
nable fortrefs of Saorgio was attacked by 
the army of Italy, and fell into their 
hands, together with Belvedere, la Bou- 
lena,and other places, with all the Auf- 
trian and Piedmontefe camps, and im- 
menfe quantities of ftores. 

The two armies of the eaftern and 
weftern Pyrenees at the fame moment 
fignalized themfdves by viSories. On 
the weftern fide the Spaniards were rout- 
ed with great flaughter : two thoufand 
vtere taken prifoners, and two hundred 
pieces of cannon with all the magazines 
fell into the hands of the republicans. 
On the eaftern fide the Spaniards had 
(till pofieffion of two important pofts, 

• Port 
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Port Vendre, and Collioure. ' Thpfc 
tvfo places, together with fort St;. Elmo, 
which commanded them, weng taken by 
the French, who overcaipe obftacles 
that only their eothufiaAn coold (ubdue. 
The French afrtiy eriiplcfyed twcnty^four 
days in this attack. When St. Elmo and 
Pprt Vendre were no longer tenabte^ the 
Spaniards retired into Golliourc, and at 
length furrendered to general Dugom* 
mier, who fent feven thoufand prifoners 
back to Spain, and repleni(hed his army 
with the iramenfe quantity of fpoils that 
fdil into hil5 hands. The colours of li- 
berty now crowned the (baggy fummits 
of the Pyrenees, as well as thofe of the 
frozen Alps. 

The viAofics of the fouth were fooa 
foHowed by vidories of the nortk— 
While the coaleft^d armies were njarching 
to Faris^ the left wing of the northern 
army made a diverfion in Brabant. Af- 
ter a tneft obftinate refiflance on the part 
K2 of 
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of general Clairfait, and a total defeat of 
his army, which was driven back on 
Tournay, the French took poflel&on of 
Courtray and Menin, The right divifion 
of the northern armies, including the 
army of the Sambre and Meufe, by the 
evacuation of Beaumont, formed ajunc* 
tion with the army of the Ardennes, 
along the Sambre. In one of thofe aftions 
the infantry charged the Auftrian cavalry 
three times, and put them to flight ; an 
inftance of bravery not equalled^ it is 
faid, fince the battle of Pharfalia; and fo 
much the more glorious for the French 
arms than it was for the Roman, as their 
legions were traine;d by long difcipline 
to triumph, while thefe were the exploits 
of foldiers but a few months in arms. 

While the republic was pufliing on its 
fplendid viftories, and preparing for ilill 
greater, it received a (hock where defeat, 
though fatal 9 was not attended with dif- 
-^race. This period was iignalized by 

the 
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the naval combat of the firft of Jtirid. 
The ardour af the French was an unequal 
counterpolfe to the fuperior (kill which 
direded the movements of the English 
fleet. On that element where impetu*. 
ofity availed nothing againft knowledge 
and difcipline ; on that element which 
England calls her own, (he triumphed : 
and although the French fleet fuccecded 
In what had been its chief aim, the fav* 
ing a very confiderable convoy which it 
was of the utmoft confequence to pre-- 
ferve, it was defeated with the lofs of fe- 
ven Veflels, and fuftained fuch damage 
as rendered it incapable of any immediate 
fervice. 

The progrefs of the main army of the 
coalefced powers, which had remained 
during the defeat of Clairfait in theftrong 
poft of the foreft of Mormail towards the 
frontiers of the Ardennes, alarmed the 
^owns in that quarter j and extraordinary 
meafures were tak«n for the fafety of 
K 3 Sedan^ 
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Sedan^ which appeared to be menaced. 
This new danger roufed the ardour of 
the inhabitants of that country around^ 
who marched from Sedan, Mezieres and 
the neighbouring communes^ to the relief 
pf the fortrefs of Bouillon^ which ha^ 
popped the enemy's progrefs. The 
Ame refiftance was made at Maubeug^ 
where thf women and children with their 
huijbands and fathers mingled in the h^ 
tje^ and th^ i^aypr and the naunicipaji 
p^^ers fought and fell iq the fpremof]: 
r^n}is. The attack of the enemy in the 
palatinate was attended with greater fuc? 
cefs i the ^rmy of the MofeJle was defeat:* 
ed, and thepoftofKaifers^Lautern, with 
fome others, fell into the poffefEon of the 
Pruffians. 

la the mean tinae different divifions 
pn the Sambre continued to pufli on, 
?ind pafled the rivers the army of th© 
Ardennes marched forward to Moqs ; 
while others took pofleffion of various 

pofts. 
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polls on the left of Charleroi, aft^r 
much obftinate refiftance, and fucccedeit 
in invefting the places having fo.rce4 
the camps of Monugny on the north of 
the river, and taken poffeffion of another 
which was placed on an eminence called 
the Heights of the Tomb. 

Such at this important period were xhe 
poGtions of the contending forces. The 
coalefced powers were in pofleflion of the 
territory of the republic from Conde to 
Landrecies, with the towns of Valen- 
ciennes and Qucfnoy ; but as Lifle/ 
Bouchain, and Cambray hung on one 
flaak, and Maubeuge, Sedan, and Me- 
zieres on the other, they found it dan- 
gerous to make any further progrefs to- 
wards Paris. Leaving the defence of 
thefe towns to their refpedive garrifons, 
the republican armies, agreeably to the 
plan of the campaign, were occupied in ^ 
attempting to form a junAion in their * 
rear, beyond Tournay on the one fide, 
K 4 and 
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and Mons oft the other ; which juniflion, 
if the enemy did not previoufl)revacnate 
the territory, would cue off their retreat,, 
and compel them to furrender. The 
taking of Yprcs with fix thoufand pri- 
foners, after fevcral viftories gained over 
Clairfait, who attempted to relieve it, 
and of Charleroi with its garrifon, imme- 
diately after, decided the coalefced com* 
.manders to hazard a battle, on the event 
of which their own fate, and that of 
France, was now vifibly fufpended. 

The battle of Fleurus has been called 
the Sempach* of the French republic. It 
was this battle which decided its deftiny, 
and fccured its independence. The 
ground on which it was fought had been 

' already 

• Sempach is a fmall town in the canton of Lu- 
cerne, in Switzerland, fituated on the borders of a 
lake, to which it gives its name. About a league 
and a half from this town, on the hills that (kirt the 
lake, was fought the memorable battle called the 

. bat^tle 
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already twice celebratfed for viftories 
gained by the French, over the Spaniards* 
in 1622, and over the allies in 1690. 
To retake Charleroi, and ftop theprogrefi 
of the republican forces in this quarter; 
was indilpenfable for the fafety of the* 
coalefccd armies. For this important" pur- 
pofe the prince of Cobourg drew off the 
Whole of his forces, except fuch as were 
abfolutely neceffary for the^ garrifon of 
the captured towns jatid this army, alrea*^* 
dy imnienfe, was ftrengthened the day 
before the battle by the arrivahof a doriv 
fiderable body of Pruffians. An im- 
menfc train of artillery, and cavalry as 
numerous again as riiat of theFrench,, 
made up this fbrmidable force, . 

On the left fide of Gharleroii near the 

battle of Senpach, on July the 9th, 1386; wh«ii' 
the Swifs defeated the Attftmns, and Duke Leo-- 
pold Vras killed, with the flower of his army, and 
the chief of his nobles. It was this battle whtcU 
iecured the independence of the Swifi Cantons.. 

K 5,. little: 



( 202 ) 

liiclc village of Flcunis, tbc armies enga- 
ged. The battle began at break of day. 
Tberigh? wingof the coalefced army was; 
commanded by the prince of Orange^, 
the left by general Beaulieu ; the prince 
of luambefe was at the head of the ca* 
valry, and the prince of Cobourg com- 
manded in chief. The republican forces 
were commanded by general Jourdan ^ 
tlie general Marceau and Lefevre led 
the wings, -and the cavalry were headed 
by general Dubois. Kleber was ftation- 
ed on the oppofite fide of Charleroi to 
prote<5t the bridge of Marchiennes, and 
prevent the enemy from taking them in 
flank, or falling on their rear. Three 
time3 the republican forces were driven 
back to their intrcnchments by the ene- 
my's artillery. The cries of* * No re- 
treat !'' ^* 1^0 retreat to day!*' brought 
them up again ; and after nine hours had 
^pfed, the viftory remained undecided 
'-''^l the battle feemed to have been only 
4 begun* 
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begun. ' The various movements of the 
hoflile generals had been crowned with 
nearly equal fuccefs, when Jourdan^ 
bringing up his corps de referve^ ordered 
i\it fas d€ charge to be beat throughout 
the whole line. The enemy could no 
longer ftand the (hock, but gave way ir* 
all quarters, and left the republicans mafi 
tersofthe field. This fplendid yidory 
decided ihe fate of the coalefced forces* 
In order to prevent the danger witii 
which they were threatened from a junc- 
tion of the two divifions of the northern 
army, which they had not the means of 
preventing, they precipitated theirretreat 
from the foil of the republic, of whjch 
they had been in poireffion fince the trea- 
fon of Dumourier ; leaving neverthelefs 
behind them the garrifons of Conde, 
Valenciennes, Quefnoy, and Landrccies^ 
with all their magazines and flores. 
' While Mens and other pods occupieJ 
J>y the enemy were feized by the con- 
K 6 querors 
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qucrorsof Flcunis; and Oftcnd, Tovir- 
nay^ and the neighbouring towns fell 
jnto the hands of the left divifion of the 
northern army under Pichegru ; the coa^ 
lefced princes,, with the remains of their 
army, fled back to Bruxelles, after making 
various but vain attempts to (lem the icn* 
pctuofity of the republican torrent. The 
fame fuccefs attended the French forces 
on the frontiers of Alface. Three fuc- 
ceflivc days the united armies of the 
Rhine and the Mofelle were engaged 
with thePruflians. The viftory at Trip- 
ftadt decided the fate of the Palatinate^ 
and the republican forces rcfumcd their 
former pofitions. 

The two grand divifions of the norths 
ern army foi*med their junction at Ath, 
a town lying at an equal diflance from 
Tournay and Mons, on the road toBrux- 
elles. From hence, that which was called 
the army of the north, under Pichegru, 
went in purfuit of the Dutch and Englith 

forces 
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forces that were retreating into Holland, 
and took poffeffion of Nieuporc, Mechlin, 
Antwerp/and other towns on th1e Scheldt; 
while that of the Sambre and Meufe, 
under Jourdan, dividing itfelf, followe4 
the Auftrians with one divilion to Brux- 
elles, and with another took pofleffion of 
Namur and other pofts on the Meufe. 

The chiefs of the coalitioni paffing 
haltily through Bruxelles, made fome re^ 
fiftance at the Montagne de Fer, on the 
road from Louvain to Tirlemont : but 
the impetuoiity of the conquerors was 
irrefiftible^ and the Auftrians had no re^ 
fpite till they had fled over the Meufe, 
leaving the republicans mafters of Liege^ 
and of the immenfe traft of country 
which they had before conquered in the 
campaign of 1792, and- had pofleiTed till 
the opening of the campaign of the fol* 
lowing year* 
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L E T T E R IX. 

Jl HE horrors which defolaied the inte^^ . 
rior part of France had too long formed 
a melancholy contrail with the refplendent 
glories that hung around its frontiers; 
and the honour of the French name^ iink« 
ing beneath the obloquy with which it was 
loaded by the crimes of its domeilic ty« 
rants, was only fuftained by the aftonifli-t 
ing achievements of the French armies* 
They alone remained pure and unfullied 
by the contagious guilt which overfpread 
their country. They alone appear to have- 
been thetrue reprefentati-ves of iheFiench* 
nation, and every family in France could . 
boail of Jsaving a deputy upon the.fron* 
tier. It was the duty of the^^rcuch 
foldiers not to deliberate upon the inter* 
nal commptionsj but to repulfe the hoftile 

.... invader : 
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invader: aad Europe, which has been tha> 
theatre of their exploits, has been awed, 
by their overwhelming greatnefs. 

The French armies were in a great 
meafure ignorant of what was paffing in, 
the internal part of the country ; their, 
communications with home being en».. 
tirely in the hands of the confpirators who 
governed, and who were careful to con-, 
ceal.from the gallant defender of liberty, 
that, while he was lavifhing bis blood in 
her defence, his honourable toils and 
dangers had no power to fhield an aged' 
father, a mother, or a filler from the fcaf- 
fold. 

The tyrants of the day were alfo careful 
not to pulh their revolutionary meia.fures 
too far with refpedt to the armies. For 
akhough, when the decree arrived, that 
no Englifli or Hanoverian (hould be tnade. 
prifoners, the generals anfwered in the 
Unguage of the governor of Bayonnc to 
Charles IX. «« That ihey commanded 

foldiers. 
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fbWiers, and not executioners ;** and aF- 
Aoiigh Robefpierre, on hearing that an 
Englilh garrxfoh had been made prifoners 
contrary to the tenor of the decree, ex- 
claimed with fgry, <* that the lives of five 
thoufand men were nothing compared to 
the violation of a principle -y^ the army 
wore fo ftern an afpeft againft the deed 
they were commanded to perform, thatr 
the committee of public fafety did not 
venture to take notiqe of their diibbe- 
dience« This immoral and infamous 
decree,, which was as much reprobated ih 
France as in any other part of EuropCj 
was never once put into execution ; nor 
•does it appear that a fingte aft of dif* 
honour has ftained tiie glory of the 
armies* They were, indeed, during tlie ^ 
reign of Robefpierre, fometimes infefted 
by Jacobin miffionaries, whofe ignorance 
and ferocity produced occafional difcon* 
tents* At Huninguie I was (hewn the 
place where the Fr*.^cficroffcd'the Rbine 

to 
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to attack the Auftrian army on the oppo- 
fite fide of the river. A reprefentative on 
miffion, who knew as much of war as he 
did of legillation, difplaced the general 
who ventured to demonftrate the danger 
and folly of the enterprife, and put him- 
fclf at the head of the forces. He efca- 
ped with the loft of his hat and feather i 
but the troops were flaughtered in great 
numbers ; and thofe who fled from the 
fword were either difarmed by the Swifs, 
whofc territory they violated in their 
flight, or drowned in the Rhine. 

The iron hand that weighed on the 
people was at length removed ; and na- 
tional juftice, overtaking the aflaflins who 
had ufurped the reins of government, clo- 
fed the book of horrors. The nation ha^ 
the double fatisfaftion of feeing itfelf at 
the fame moment delivered from revohi- 
tionary government, and pf beholding 
its armies in poflcflion of the fame pofts 
as when this revolutionary fyftem began^ 

It 
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It has been a queftion often debated, 
''Whether the revolutionary meafiires 
which were adopted by the party of Ro- 
befpierre were not the immediate arid ne- 
ceflary caiifes of the triumphs that follow- 
ed ?*' It is certain that the levy of the firft 
requifition faved the country ; but thjs 
rcquifition might have been levied by 
*law as well as terror, as the event has 
fincc proved. After joining in the genc» 
ral acclamation of the people on the de* 
ftrudion of the tyrants, the armies began 
their irruption into the enemy's country^ 
both in the north and fouth, by the in- 
vafion of Holland, and the capture of 
Fontarabia and St. Sebaftian in Spain. 
The army of the weftern Pyrenees took 
poffeflSon of Guipefcoa, with Tolofa the 
capital of the province t and the army 
of the Palatinate, of the electorate of 
Treves; making themfelves matters oi 
the Sarre and the Mofelle, as the other 
armies had of the Scheldt and the Meufe, 

It 
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It was at this period that the Englilli 
acquired by conqueft theifland of Corfic^. 
The French fleet had been fo difmantled 
and diminilhed at Toulon, that it could 
afford, no afliftaiice to tiie inhabitants; 
and after fuftaining a vigorous ficge, the 
garrifon of Calvi was conftraincd to ca- 
pitulate. The news of the partial capture 
of the French pofleffions in the Weft 
Indies accompanied this reverie nearer 

While the northern armies were ptiri- 
fuing the coalefced forces^ the four town» 
of Landrecies, Quefnoy, Cond6, ami 
Valenciennes, which had been the re? 
ward of the whole labours of il^e invading 
armies during their laft campaign, and 
which were filled with immenfe ftores of 
every kind, and flrongly garrifoned, feii 
fucceffivcly into the hands of the.republic. 
Thefe vidlories were almofl as rapid as 
the means by which they were communis 
cated . The news of the capture pf QiJcf* 

noy 
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tioy was brought to the convention an 
hour after the furrcnder, by the aid of 
an inftrumentiince called the Telegraph, 
This machine, the invention of an artift , 
of the name of Chappe, had been con- 
ftnifted the preceding year; but it re- 
quired the intervening fpace to reduce 
the fyftcm to praftice, and inftfuft thofc 
who were to be employed in tranfmitting 
the intenigcncc. 

The republican armies received very ' 
efiential lervice on the opening of this 
campaign from another inftrument, which 
was alfii of French in vention. The bal- 
loon, which we had hitherto beheld the 
amufement of philofophers and children, 
and the ufes of which had.fo often been 
the fubjeft of idle fpeculatron, was no« | 
made fubfervient to the moft important 
purpofes. Whenever it was expedient to 
be apprized of the pofition or force of 
the enemy, this machine of ejfionage was 
(eat up for difcovery: and the reporters, 

with I 
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W'jth the aid of glafles^ became acquaint- 
ed with the ftrength or weaknefs 9f the 
pods, and gave dircdions where the at- 
tack (faould be made or forborne. The 
bajloon, like an ill-omen'd bird^ ftruck 
terror into the hearts of the Auftriani, 
who beheld it hovering as the vanguard 
of dcftruftion, which they knew from ex- 
perience to be furc and irrefiftible. 

Whiles BcJicgarde, the laffi fortrefs 
which the Spaniards held in the eaftern 
Pyrenees, was retaken, a divifion of the 
army of the north took poffeffion of the 
Sluice, a poft of great importance, and 
the key of the province of Zealand, 
which was contefted with obllinacy, and 
won by no ordinary valour; and the 
army of the Sambre and Meufe, under 
Jourdan, followed the Auftrian fugitives^ 
in order to drive them acrofs the Rhine* 
The Auftrians, recovering from their ter- 
ror, after paffing the Meufe, took ftrong 
pofuions 09 the little ftream of Aywaillc, 

which. 
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Which, though of fmall importance as a 
river, was fortified by rocky banks which 
it was difficult to pafs. The heights be- 
hind it were covered with redoubts, and 
the whofe defended by a very cDnfide- 
rdblc force. At day break the republi- 
cans attacked, and carried with the bayo* 
net, the paflages of the river and the 
enemy's camps and redoubtsj purfued 
a divifion to the walls of Maeftricht, on 
the one fide, and on the other to Aix-la- 
Chapelie, of which they took pofleflSon, 
The Auftrians, driven from this laft 
pofition, had taken othefs on the Roer, 
forming their line on each fide of the city 
of Juliers, from the paflTage of Dijaren 
to Linnich. The capture of this city 
was of confiderablc importance; fince it 
Wl3tild cut offev^ery hope of affilbihce to 
Maeftricht, which was nowinvefted. Jour- 
dan formed his army into four divi^ns. 
T?o Scherer he gave the command of the 
rightwingf toKleberof the leftiLeF^vre 

commanded 
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cwnmandcd the van ; and that of the 
centre he took himfelf. Early in the 
morning the attack began. In a flhort 
time the camp before Juliers was car- 
ried, and all the other columns were 
equally fuccefsful, but that under Le 
Fcvre, which, after beating the enemy, 
found it impoffible to pafs the river at 
Linnich, as the bridge was deftroyed, 
and the towh fee on fire. The combat 
was about to be renewed the next morn- 
ing, when they found the enemy had 
abandoned the place : and at the mo* 
ment when a battery began to open on 
Juliers, a deputation of the magiftrates 
prefented the keys to the. conquerors i 
and the city, which might have fuftained 
a formidable fiege (being in a refpeftable 
ftate of defence, and well ftored), fur- 
rendered at difcretion. This important 
viftory decided the final retreat of the 
Auftrians. They found it vain to contend 
any longer with an enemy to whom 

conqueft 
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cptiqueft was become habitual^and there- 
fore left the republicans that part of the 
country undifputed, who foon after 
planted the tree of liberty on the banks 
of the Rhine, in the city of Cologne. 

The progrcfs of the northern army^ 
under Pichegru, was attended with fimi- 
lar fuccefs. The capture of Crevecoeur, 
the key of Bois-le-duc, foonfi^ve them 
poffeffion of this important place. The 
duchies of Cleves and Gueldres fell in 
quick fucceffion on the one fide, and the 
fortrefs of Hulft, Saas-de-gand, and 
other forts in Dutch Flanders, furrender- 
ed to the republican arms on the other : 
while the armies of the Mofelle and the 
Rhine having formed their jundion at 
Lautree,. after taking various towns on 
their way, unfurled the three-coloured 
flag in the long prpverbially celebrated 
city of Coblei\tz* 

Imagination toils after vidorics like 
thefe* Not four months had elapfedfince 

the 
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the Auftrians were alaioft ^itlaia view 6f 
Paris 1 baviog taken the laft fortrcfs on 
the way that oppofed their palTage^ WhsAt 
%hm in four (hort months has driven 
thofe mighty hofts from the frontiers of 
the republic^ and thrown inta its pof- 
fcffion towns, duchses, clea;ori*eS| ][>rin- 
cipalities, and provinces? What has 
armed not only the young, but has re- 
novated the vigour of the old? What, but 
that holy flame which liberty kindles in 
every heart but that of the bafe and de- 
generate? What, but that unconquerable^ 
love of their ^ountry^ which animates ar 
people, when^ after a long pigbt of op-^ 
prelfion, they have at ' length a' country ta 
hail? 
The two armies o£ the eaftern andi 

^ weftern Pyrenees, though th«r progrefs 
was not fb rapid asr thofe of thenorth, 
were every day gathering new lwrds« 
Tbatof the weftern Pyrenees obtained 
at this perk>d a figfial vidory, which put 
VOL. IV. L them 



Ihem in poffeflion of the celebrated 
eftablHhment of Orbeycette, and Egny, 
and ma<)e them mafters of the provinces 
of Navarre aird Bifcay almoft to the 
walls of Pampchnie. The attack took 
place at twelve different places ; eacli of 
wbichi ftrong from ks natural pofition^ 
had, in expedarion of the enemy, been 
a long time prepared for defence with 
all the refources of art. Every mountain 
was a redoubt, or fortified camp, and 
every ps^age had a ditch or covered 
way. The impetuofity of the French 
troops overcame all obftaclesi and though 
the refiftance was obftinat«, the fenemy 
was compelled, with a very confiderablc 
lofs of men and ftores, to fave themfelves 
by a precipitate retreat. * ^ 
. The fpot which the republicans had 
now conquered was thecelcbrate'd'plains 
of Roncevaux, where the proud Caftiliah 
had erefted a pyramid iii honour of the 
viAories obtained' over the French in 
'- 7 • ' the 
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^ tirot'^of Charlemagne. Age hadbbw 
£ctrated the charafters which vi&ory had 
infcribed: the republicans difmantled 
this monumetic of their anceftors* (hame^ 
^d planted the tree of liberty on its 
rains. . r ' * 

• The iK»y of the ^ftern Pyrenees fig- 
nalized hfelf at the fame time by vie* 
tories nQ lefs (plendid. After the taking 
9f CafteUa^ the Spaniih army had op^ 
ppfed aearly tbef^me refinance to the 
progrefs of. the< French forces .on rtbe 
caftern fide as had already been madb 
on the weft. After a defperate engage* 
ment, in which the repabtican general 
DpgohioMer was kUled, the French at- 
my marched on towards Fjgueres^the key 
of Catalonia. This important fortrefs, 
the laft ereded and moft fini(hed piece 
of fortification in Europe, was fo for- 
jTOunded by redoubts and intrenchments 
that it was deemed impregnable. Here 
the Spaniih generals had aflbmbled thetr 
L 2. forces^ 
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farces, aod feemed to haw {[»d tbe 
^an(|» of refitubliGao vidcMries. Jdkxx a 
^loody coa^f^^^ in which three genorals 
were kiUed, acnpn^ whom iVf».«faec(m« 
(DAnder in chief ihe GoisBt drlsilniooy 
the French bayonets, zs ufual, dedded 
the cooteft. The ^eneoiy ralhed ton die 
heights <^ Lief» : ibutjtheitupeiuo&y ^rf* 
the aflaiiants forced 4betQ to a fecond 
fltghc ; ia^d :the fortr^ of Figures, itftcir 
having been two day* icmftpd) -was^^ 
eendarod^to tke-Fnencb, uMith ^nearly <ie9 
thott&nd prifoners df ivar^ and anim-^ 
raenfe qviantity of arttUnry and itores* 

The right dtv^on of i!he nomhem 
army had tak^n pofTdQuin of Venloo, a 
ftrong town in Gueldres, be^ojugingtD 
the United Prpvii^res oip the right fide of 
ihe.Mpufc; but no further progtcfe could 
be fi^e in that quairter until Maeilrichc 
fell into their hands. MaeftHdit^ which 
is.cd^eenied o»e of the moft regular fcr» 
tifications in Eyropp, was fully garriioncrf 

and 



and proviiGoned ; and it might have becit 
expeftcd, as the bad feafon was ad van* 
cing, that it wouldihave fuftained a*con«^ 
iiderable fiege. 

: The refiftance on the part -of the be* 
fieged was equalled by the intriepidity of 
the aflailants, who after u.conflidk with 
the elements, for their treoclies were 
often under water^. as well as with the 
enemy, carried the place in' fifteen' days^ 
and acquired by chis important ccHiqpeft 
the full command of the Meu(e« 

• The furrender of this place was fol- 
lowed, by that of fort Schanke. This 
fort is fituated on the fork of the Rhine,' 
which here firfl divides itfclf, and lofes 
its name ia rivers ufurping its dignity, 
while itfclf. creeps away an obfcurc ri* 
vuletj and. at length ends in a Dutch car 
nal. 

The taking of this fortrefs haflenM 

the capture of Nimegtien^ a beautifol 

and ftrong town on (he Waal^ £^i>4S 
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^ tbf fi0a«e made in 1679^ The French 
alfo took ft con&derable ouonber of Dutch 
priibixers ; the EBgiiih army in its retreat 
having broken down the bridge beibre 
their allies couid get %fvcr, who were 
eompeUedof ocdirfe tD^furr^nderb 

The fibveritqr of fihe weadier had pot 
aftop to: any further military operarions; 
and liddiiBg of importance occxirred bot 
the taking of (he two fortreiTes of Rbin- 
leb, and the fan oppofite Manheifn> 
which ga« th^ French futt pol&flion of 
every. fpot <>f ground on this fide of the 
Rhine, • except Mentz, which was the 
rcftige of the conquered armies ; and of 
which the French troops continued a 
fruitlfefs fiege. It was in vain for the 
northern army to attempt to penetrate 
ferther into Holland, fince the remains 
of the coalcfced forces, intrenched behind 
the Waal and the Meufe, rendered every 
effort of the aflkiknts tmavailing. Had 
it been poRible to find boataer tetges 
. /i - _ . in 
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in order eop^s xbok forolidtble barfKTf, 
ibc batterks ao ibe^Oppofitc fiile woiikl 
^ve pi>e¥^i)fied t^r b^/ng cmploytdw 
Theov^flow of the couatry alfo, bad 
they g^in^d the oppofite baiiks> wotHd 
have impeded thfir progi^efs, and tbe 
cpnqueftof HoliamI appeared altogether 
impraAicable, Happily for the French^ 
nature kyelled tbe& obftacles. The ri<* 
vers were frozen by the extreme rigour 
of the feafon^ and> iaiiliead of ^pofing 
barriers to the republtcan tovct%i became 
a vaft bridge, orer which the whole line 
extending from Nimeguen to Breda» a 
diftanceof up^vards of thirtyHiiK miles^ 
began their marcli in the night of the 
iixth and feventh of Nivoie, anfweric^ 
CO the Uft days in December of the old 
calendar. 

The paflage of the Menfe before the 
iiland of Bommel was eieded by the 
troops under cbe command of geneftl 
Dandatis i and the diffofitioAS went ^ 
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happily formed, that in fpite 6f an ob^ 
&inate pcfifttace, the two forts of Bom^ 
mel and St. Andreas^ with fixty pieces 
of artillery, fell into their hands, al^ 
though they had not a fingle cannon to 
fiipport the attack. At Langftract, ge*- 
neral Ofben carried feveral forts and in- 
p-enchments, while another part of the 
army forced the lines of Breda. The 
town of Grave, which for a month pad 
^ad occupied' the French forces, wha 
had blocked and bombarded it, fell into 
tfaieir hands, which was a conqueft of 
yery confiderable importance. Tliefe 
viAories put the French in poiTeffion of 
an immenfe quantity of (lores and artil- 
lery, and fusnifloed the army with the 
fneans of making the further conquefts 
that lay before them. 
» The right divifion of the army, a fort^ 
night after this vidory, fucceeded in 
palling the river above Nimeguen, while 
the left pce^Ted on the main body of the 
v i i i enemy. 
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enemy. The continuance of the frod 
made the (ea as dry ground : the coa« 
Icfced powers retreated as the republi- 
can armies advanced ; and the towns on 
the Yffcl, forming theeaftern frontier 
of Holland^ fell into their pofleffion. 
All further oppofition was ineffeftual; 
there was no longer any enemy to be 
feen ; and on the aid of January^ Am* 
(lerdam opened its gates to the conquer- 
ors ; the reigning powers having a few 
days before vacated their feats, and faved 
themfelves by a precipitate flight. The 
remaining fortrefl^es followed the exam* 
pie of the capital, and the whole of the 
United States fubmitted to the French 
Republic. 
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